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DATE: 4 March 2021   
 
VENUE:  Innovation Lab, Level 5, 480 Northbourne Avenue, Dickson 
 
 
ATTENDED BY:  
 

 

 
 
In Attendance: Ms Daisy Chaston, Mr Richard Hekimian, Ms Mary Clare Swete Kelly. 
 
Minutes: Ms Adriana Lulic 
 
  
1.0 WELCOME  
 
1.1 Acknowledgement of Country, apologies and attendances 
The Register Taskforce acknowledges the Indigenous peoples of Australia, and welcomes to 
this gathering today those of you that self-recognise with Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander descent. 
 
We acknowledge and recognise the significant contribution of the Ngunnawal people; and we 
pay our respects to their Elders, past and present, as the Traditional Custodians of the land on 
which we live and conduct our business, and on which we meet here today. 
 
We also recognise the substantial contribution to the Canberra region of neighbouring 
Nations– including Wiradjuri to the west, Walgalu to the south, Yuin to the east coast, 
Ngarigo to the south east, Gundungdurra to north east and the Ngambri people. 
 
Dr Heffernan welcomed all attendees to the meeting. 
 
1.2 Confirmation of Agenda 
  The agenda was confirmed as presented. 
  
1.3 Declarations of Interest 
 No declarations of interest. 
 
1.4 Previous Minutes & Actions 

The draft minutes for RTF meeting, held on 14 January 2021, were endorsed as 
presented. 
 
The Actions List was noted. 
 
 
 
 
 

Members Time In Time Out 
Dr Ken Heffernan (Chairperson) 9.30am 12.00pm 
Dr Laura Dawes (Deputy Chairperson) 9.30am 12.00pm 
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Swetekelly, Maryclare

From: Ken Heffernan 
Sent: Monday, 15 March 2021 1:14 PM
To: Swetekelly, Maryclare
Cc: Laura Dawes; Chaston, Daisy
Subject: Re: Original Canberra Aerodrome

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the ACT Government. Do not click links or open attachments unless you 
recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 

 
Thanks for the heads up- that is fine,  
Ken 

Sent from my iPhone 
 
 

On 15 Mar 2021, at 12:34 pm, Swetekelly, Maryclare <Maryclare.Swetekelly@act.gov.au> wrote: 

  
OFFICIAL 

 
Hi Ken and Laura, 
  
This e-mail is just to let you both know that I have added the SOR for the Original Canberra 
Aerodrome to the agenda for the next Council meeting. 
  
Following the last RTF meeting, I spoke to Edwina about the possible concerns regarding the timing 
of the Aerodrome SOR with regards to the Canberra Tracks signage unveiling. She is keen to go 
ahead at the next Council meeting to avoid any appearance of hesitation or mixed messaging. She 
pointed out that the messaging around the signage might even be easier to convey at the launch of 
the signage if we proceed now (i.e. there’s no registerable remains, but we are acknowledging the 
important historical context of the site).  
  
With kind regards, 
Mary Clare 
  
Mary Clare Swete Kelly | Registrations Assessment Officer 
Hours: 9am-1pm Monday to Friday 
Phone: 6207 6902 I Email: maryclare.swetekelly@act.gov.au  
ACT Heritage I Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development I ACT Government  
480 Northbourne Avenue I Dickson I GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601 
www.environment.act.gov.au 
  
<image001.png> 
@EnvironPlan  
<image002.png> 
 facebook.com/EnvironPlan  
  

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
This email, and any attachments, may be confidential and also privileged. If you are not the 
intended recipient, please notify the sender and delete all copies of this transmission along with any 
attachments immediately. You should not copy or use it for any purpose, nor disclose its contents to 
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any other person. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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From: EPSD Government Services
Sent: Thursday, 1 April 2021 2:11 PM
To: Chaston, Daisy
Cc: Lulic, Adriana; Jans, Edwina
Subject: RE: Decisions of the Heritage Council

UNOFFICIAL 

Hi Daisy 
Both loaded for notification on the Legislation Register on Tuesday, 6 April 2021. NI numbers below. 

NI2021-211 Heritage (Decision about Registration of Cinema 
Center, City) Notice 2021 

NI2021-212 Heritage (Decision about Provisional Registration 
of Original Canberra Aerodrome, Dickson) Notice 
2021 

Have a lovely Easter! 

Thanks 

Tash Hartwig 
 02 6207 0701 

From: Chaston, Daisy <Daisy.Chaston@act.gov.au>  
Sent: Thursday, 1 April 2021 12:13 PM 
To: EPSD Government Services <EPSDGovernmentServices@act.gov.au> 
Cc: Lulic, Adriana <Adriana.Lulic@act.gov.au>; Jans, Edwina <Edwina.Jans@act.gov.au> 
Subject: Decisions of the Heritage Council 

UNOFFICIAL 

Good afternoon Government Services 

Please be advised that at today’s Heritage Council meeting the following notifiable decisions were made: 

 Decision about Provisional Registration of Original Canberra Aerodrome, Dickson
 Decision about Registration of Cinema Center, City

The NIs are attached (word and pdf) and have been cleared by Legal Services. 

Under the Heritage Act 2004, a notice must be notified within 5 working days after the day the decision is made. 
Please arrange notification on the Legislation Register no later than Monday 12 April 2021. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require any further information. 

Regards 

Daisy Chaston 

Daisy Chaston | Manager | Registrations 
Phone: 6207 7379 I Email: daisy.chaston@act.gov.au 



2

ACT Heritage I Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development I ACT Government  
480 Northbourne Avenue I Dickson I GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601 
www.environment.act.gov.au 
 

@EnvironPlan  facebook.com/EnvironPlan 
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From: Chaston, Daisy
Sent: Thursday, 1 April 2021 2:53 PM
To: Roland, Skye
Subject: Dickson Aerodrome - Heritage Council Decision

OFFICIAL 

Hi Skye, 

This is an informal notice to advise that, at its meeting of today, 1 April 2021, the ACT Heritage Council decided not 
to provisionally register the Original Canberra Aerodrome Remnants, Dickson. The decision will be formally notified 
next week, at which time a copy of the decision will be publicly available. We will also send formal correspondence 
within 15 working days, which will include a copy of the decision. While further details are forthcoming, the decision 
summary will be: 

The presence of the Original Canberra Aerodrome that was previously located in the present-day suburb of Dickson is 
of historical note, as the first official aviation facility in the ACT and the location of Canberra’s first air fatalities. 
However, the physical remains have been significantly disturbed, removed or destroyed over the years. Consequently, 
there are no evident remains of the central ring marker, nor three of the four lockspits. Only one lockspit fragment 
potentially remains, but its provenance is not certain. The Heritage Council considers that the known physical 
remnants are too fragmentary to meet the criteria for heritage listing. 

Kind regards 

Daisy 

Daisy Chaston | Manager | Registrations 
Phone: 6207 7379 I Email: daisy.chaston@act.gov.au 
ACT Heritage I Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development I ACT Government 
480 Northbourne Avenue I Dickson I GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601 
www.environment.act.gov.au 

@EnvironPlan  facebook.com/EnvironPlan 
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From: Chaston, Daisy
Sent: Thursday, 1 April 2021 12:18 PM
To: EPSDD Media
Cc: Jans, Edwina
Subject: Media Q and A's - Council Decisions
Attachments: Q and A Council - 153 Limestone Nomination Fassifern House.docx; Q and A 

Council - Cinema Center.docx; Q and A Council - Original Canberra Aerodrome - 
Heritage Decision.docx

OFFICIAL 

Dear Comms, 

For information, today the ACT Heritage made three decisions: 

 Registration – Cinema Center, City
 Decision not to provisionally register – Original Canberra Aerodrome Remnants, Dickson
 Nomination accepted – 153 Limestone Avenue, Braddon

Attached are the Q and A’s that have been provided to the Chair and Deputy Chair, should they be approached by 
the community or the media before or after the decisions are formally notified. 

Daisy Chaston | Manager | Registrations 
Phone: 6207 7379 I Email: daisy.chaston@act.gov.au 
ACT Heritage I Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development I ACT Government 
480 Northbourne Avenue I Dickson I GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601 
www.environment.act.gov.au 

@EnvironPlan  facebook.com/EnvironPlan 



ACT HERITAGE COUNCIL 
AGENDA FOR MEETING 110 

1 APRIL 2021 
 

Meeting Room 022, Ground Floor, 480 Northbourne Avenue, Dickson 
 

Meeting to start at 9.30am 
 

*Denotes that decision/discussion is required.  
No asterisk means the agenda item is for noting purposes, with opportunity for questions. 
 
 
1. Welcome  9.30am 
1.1 Acknowledgement of Country, attendance and apologies 
1.2 Confirmation of Agenda for Meeting 110 
1.3 Declarations of Interest 
  
 
2. Previous Meetings  9.40am 
2.1 *Endorsement of Minutes from previous Meetings 
2.2 Action Report on Business Arising 
 
 
PRESENTATION  9.50am 
ACT Planning Review and Reform Project 
Dr Erin Brady  
       
 
3. Reports to Council  10.20am 
3.1 Chief Planner’s Report – Dr Brady 
3.2 Chair’s Report – Dr Heffernan 
3.3 A/g Senior Director’s Report – Ms Jans 
3.4 Conservator’s Report – Mr Walker 
3.5 Finance Report – Ms Lulic 
 
         
BREAK     10.50am 
 
 
4. Register Issues    11.00am  
4.1 Minutes of Register Taskforce – Ms Lulic 
4.2 *Decision on Registration – Ms Chaston   

  4.2a – Cinema Center, City 
4.3 *Decision about Provisional Registration – Ms Swete Kelly 
  4.3a –  Original Canberra Aerodrome, Dickson 
4.4 Background Report on the Nomination List – Ms Chaston 
4.5 *Decision on Nomination – Ms Chaston 

 4.5a – 153 Limestone Avenue, Braddon 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 



Chief Planner’s Report to the ACT Heritage Council  

14 
 

 
MATTER  COMMENT HERITAGE COUNCIL INTEREST STATUS UPDATE 

 DA 201936662 & DA202037196 
Block 25 Section 72 Dickson 
 

 
 

Multi-storey Supportive Housing 
Development 
(Common Ground) 

The proposed development 
seeks to redevelop a site 
formerly occupied by the 
Downer Club.  The site also 
formed part of Canberra’s first 
airfield, i.e. “Canberra 
aerodrome”.   
 
A nomination application for 
the Original Canberra 
Aerodrome Remnants, Block 
25, Section 72 Dickson, (the 
Place) was submitted to the 
ACT Heritage Council on 15 
June 2020. The application 
was submitted by the National 
Trust of Australia in 
partnership with No. 3 
Squadron Royal Australian Air 
Force (RAAF) Association. On 3 
July 2020, the ACT Heritage 
Council advised the Chief 
Planner it is expected that the 
application will be considered 
by the Heritage Council at its 
meeting on 23 July 2020. 

A concept for redevelopment of 
Block 25 Section 72 Dickson 
(Common Ground) was presented to 
the National Capital Design Review 
Panel on 15 May 2019.  
Generally, the panel considered the 
proposal to be a clever offering that 
will provide high levels of amenity 
for future residents with an 
appropriate consideration of the 
built form in this location.  
 
On the 24 April 2020 the ACT 
Heritage Council advised that Block 
25 Section 72 does not contain any 
heritage places or objects nominated 
to or registered on the ACT Heritage 
Register, and that the site is unlikely 
to contain any unrecorded Aboriginal 
places and objects given the prior 
development of the site.   
 
A nomination application for the 
Original Canberra Aerodrome 
Remnants, Block 25, Section 72 
Dickson, (the Place) was submitted 
to the ACT Heritage Council on 
15 June 2020. The application was 
submitted by the National Trust of 
Australia in partnership with No. 3 
Squadron Royal Australian Air Force 
(RAAF) Association. The application 
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MATTER  COMMENT HERITAGE COUNCIL INTEREST STATUS UPDATE 
relates to the potential 
archaeological remains of the 
national capital’s first planned and 
developed aviation facility, and the 
site of the ACT’s first fatal aviation 
accident.  
In its initial advice, the Heritage 
Council proposed conditions to 
address Heritage Management by 
requiring a qualified archaeologist to 
undertake an archival recording of 
any surface remnants of the Original 
Canberra Aerodrome within the 
development area and report on the 
outcomes to the ACT Heritage 
Council in addition to an unexpected 
finds protocol. 
 
Both Development Applications were 
approved by the Minister for 
Planning and Land Management on 
7th August 2020 and plans were 
endorsed on 14 October 2020.      
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REPORTS TO COUNCIL 
A/G SENIOR DIRECTOR’S REPORT 3.3 
Prepared By:  Edwina Jans 

 
 
PURPOSE  
To provide the Council with an update of ACT Heritage activities. 
 
 
REPORT 
 
REPORT 

1. Staffing update 
a. Recruitment is underway for a Manager, Aboriginal Engagement (ongoing) 

and Project Manager, Register Database and Website (12 months with 
possibility of ongoing). Both positions are currently on the ACTJobs website. 

b. Recruitment is also underway for two positions in the Advice and Approvals 
team - a 3-month contract to provide short term support during an 
unprecedently busy time; and a 12 month contract to cover Jen Dunn who 
has taken a secondment to the NCA.  

 
2. Snapshot – ACT Heritage work program 

A snapshot of key projects worked on by ACT Heritage in this period include: 
a. Festival 

i. 160 events registered. Launched on 18 March by Minister Vassarotti 
at Dirty Jane’s in Fyshwick. Thank you to those Council members who 
were able to attend. 

b. Grants 
i. 2021-22 Grant opened on 6 March and close on 30 April. A total of 

$387,000 is available comprised of the $366,000 Territorial budget 
allocation and $21,000 from a cancelled project from a previous year.  
Funding will be allocated across the 3 streams: Individual/Community 
including the Heritage Festival, the Emergency Fund, and the Heritage 
Advisory Service.  

c. Heritage register database 
i. Recruitment of Project Manager; development of project plan; 2021 

business case/budget bid 
d. Ongoing funding for National Trust 

i. Meeting with National Trust 18 February; development of multi-year 
funding agreement and annual work plans 
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e. Registrations 
i. 1 registration has been approved for Council decision, the Cinema 

Center (see Attachment 4.2) 
ii. 1 provisional registration Original Canberra Aerodrome, Dickson 

iii. 2 nominations referred to Register Taskforce  
f. Advice & Approvals 

i. 148 approvals/advice issued under delegation 
• 0 matters referred to Aboriginal Taskforce; and 
• 2 matters referred to DA/CMP Taskforce 
• 2 matters referred to DA Taskforce 
• 1 matter referred to CMP Taskforce 

3. Government business 
A snapshot of government reporting requests during this period: 

1. Government/Ministerial Requests.  
a. Estimates and Annual Report Hearings – 1 March 
b. Commonwealth heritage - EPBC Act review; National Heritage listing of 

Canberra; Commonwealth Heritage listing of Lake Burley Griffin 
c. Ministerial briefings: 

i. Heritage Festival - launch, arrangements briefs 
ii. Question Time Briefs for March 2021 

iii. Doma Foothills development and Ainslie Volcanics nomination  
iv. State of the Environment 2021 Report 
v. Australian Heritage Strategy Review 

vi. Removal from Dickson Library of bronze plaque with incorrect 
information re Dickson Aerodrome  

d. Ministerial correspondence: 
i. Approval responsibility for ‘The Foothills’ development and 

Traditional Owner consultation 
5. Inter-government Engagement 

a. During this period, there has been a significant demand for consultation and 
liaison with ACT Heritage from other government agencies, as relate to their 
works applications/proposals.  This includes: 

i. Arts ACT and Suburban Land Agency for: Kingston Arts Precinct  
ii. TCCS – Tree removals 

iii. Parks and Conservation 
6. Media 

a. Media Interviews: Linda Roberts – Heritage Festival on ABC Canberra, The 
Riots Act, HerCanberrra  
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REGISTER ISSUES         
DECISION ABOUT PROVISIONAL REGISTRATION                                         *4.3       
Prepared By: Mary Clare Swete Kelly 

 
 
PURPOSE 
To inform the Council of places requiring decisions in relation to provisional registration. 
 
 
ISSUES 
 
Original Canberra Aerodrome, Dickson 
 
RTF has recommended that the Council agree not to provisionally register this place. 
 
The Original Canberra Aerodrome was located in the area of Dickson before suburban 
development occurred. It was operational from 1924-1926. It has historic interest, as the 
first official aviation facility in the ACT and the location of Canberra’s first air fatalities. 
However, the physical remains have been significantly disturbed, removed or destroyed 
over the years. Consequently, there are no evident remains of the central ring marker, nor 
three of the four lockspits. Only fragments of one lockspit potentially remain, but these 
appear to be disturbed and their provenance is not certain. 
 
The place was nominated by Mr Gary Kent, President, National Trust of Australia (ACT) and 
Mr James Oglethorpe, Treasurer, No. 3 Squadron Royal Australian Air Force Association. 
Jane Goffman, a town planner, presented historical research on this site at the Australia 
ICOMOS Heritage of the Air conference (November 2019) and published this in the Canberra 
Historical Journal (March 2020).  
 
Canberra Tracks signage explaining the history of the Original Canberra Aerodrome and the 
crash that occurred there will be installed in 2021. 
 
4.3a(i) – draft Statement of Reasons 
4.3a(ii) – draft background document 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION  
That Council:   
* in accordance with section 32 of the Heritage Act 2004, decide not to provisionally 

register the Original Canberra Aerodrome, Dickson.  
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STATEMENT OF REASONS 

DECISION NOT TO PROVISIONALLY REGISTER  
ORIGINAL CANBERRA AERODROME 

PART BLOCK 25 AND 26 SECTION 72; PART BLOCK 33 SECTION 73; PART BLOCK 6 SECTION 76, DICKSON 
IN THE ACT HERITAGE REGISTER 

In accordance with s32 of the Heritage Act 2004, the ACT Heritage Council has decided not to provisionally register 
Original Canberra Aerodrome, Dickson. This Statement of Reasons provides an assessment of Original Canberra 
Aerodrome, Dickson, and finds that the place does not meet any of the criteria under s10 of the Heritage Act 2004.  

The presence of the Original Canberra Aerodrome that was previously located in the present-day suburb of Dickson is 
of historical note, as the first official aviation facility in the ACT and the location of Canberra’s first air fatalities. 
However, the physical remains have been significantly disturbed, removed or destroyed over the years. Consequently, 
there are no evident remains of the central ring marker, nor three of the four lockspits. Only one lockspit fragment 
potentially remains, but its provenance is not certain. The Heritage Council considers that the known physical 
remnants are too fragmentary to meet the criteria for heritage listing. 

This statement refers to the location of the place as required in s34(5)(b)(ii) of the Heritage Act 2004. 

LOCATION OF THE PLACE 

The nomination refers to three specific locations based on map data relating to presumed remnants of the Original 
Canberra Aerodrome: 

1. Central ring marker location (part Block 25 and 26 Section 72): centroid coordinates -35.250306, 149.145610. 
2. Lockspit A (part Block 33 Section 73): centroid coordinates -35.252218, 149.149233. 
3. Lockspit B (part Block 6 Section 76): centroid coordinates -35.248639, 149.148896. 

This section refers to the description of the place as required in s34(5)(b)(iii) of the Heritage Act 2004. The boundary of 
the place and extent of features listed below is illustrated at Image 1. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE 

The Original Canberra Aerodrome (also known as Canberra Aerodrome, Aerodrome at Canberra and the Northbourne 
Aviation Ground) consisting of the following attributes: 

• The nomination refers to the central ring and the location of two of the four original lockspits (A and B). The 
other lockspits are presumed to have been destroyed during construction in the suburb of Dickson. The only 
known remnants belong to Lockspit A. 

1. Central ring marker location with a radius of 11.65m and a depth of 2 metres below ground. 
2. Lockspit A with a radius of 18m, and a depth of 1 metre below ground. 
3. Lockspit B with a radius of 9m, and a depth of 2 metres below ground. 
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This statement refers to the Council’s reasons for its decision as required in s34(5)(b)(iv) of the Heritage Act 2004. 

REASONS FOR DECISION 

The Council is not satisfied on reasonable grounds, there being only one element of discernible physical evidence, that 
the place is likely to have heritage significance as defined by s10 of the Heritage Act 2004; the Council, however, notes 
that the place may be renominated and reassessed if further physical evidence is discovered in the future. 

This statement refers to the Council’s assessment of the place against the heritage significance criteria as a part of its 
reasons for its decision as required in s34(5)(b)(iv) of the Heritage Act 2004. 

ASSESSMENT AGAINST THE HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE CRITERIA 

The Council’s assessment against the criteria specified in s10 of the Heritage Act 2004 is as follows. 

In assessing the heritage significance of the Original Canberra Aerodrome, Dickson, the Council considered: 

• the original nomination and documentary evidence supplied by the nominator; 
• the Council’s Heritage Assessment Policy (March 2018); 
• information provided by a site inspection on 16 February 2021 by the Council and ACT Heritage; and 
• the report by ACT Heritage titled, Background Information Original Canberra Aerodrome, February 2021, 

containing photographs and information on history, description, condition and integrity; and 
• Extent. 2020. Common Ground Dickson Cultural Heritage Assessment Report. Unpublished report for Housing 

ACT, Extent Heritage Advisors; and 
Extent. 2020. Historical Archaeological Test Excavation Report. Unpublished report for Housing ACT, Extent 
Heritage Advisors. 

Pursuant to s10 of the Heritage Act, a place or object has heritage significance if it satisfies one or more of the 
following criteria.  Future research may alter the findings of this assessment. 

(a) importance to the course or pattern of the ACT’s cultural or natural history; 

The Council has assessed the Original Canberra Aerodrome against criterion (a) and is not satisfied 
that the place meets this criterion. 

The Original Canberra Aerodrome is the site of the first official aviation facility in the ACT and the 
location of Canberra’s first air fatalities. Consequently, it had potential to be an important site in 
understanding the course and pattern of the ACT’s cultural history. However, the physical fabric 
relating to the past land use is all but erased with the only known remains relating to one partially 
intact lockspit. Moreover, since the closure of this aviation facility the suburb of Dickson been built 
over the area, not only resulting in the aforementioned disturbance of the physical remains, but also 
substantially changing the landscape that was associated with the operations of the Original Canberra 
Aerodrome. Thus, the place does not meet this threshold as it is so altered that it can no longer provide 
evidence for its meaning. 

(b) has uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of the ACT’s cultural or natural history; 

The Council has assessed the Original Canberra Aerodrome against criterion (b) and is not satisfied 
that the place meets this criterion. 

The Original Canberra Aerodrome was the earliest aviation facility in the ACT and thus representative 
of the expansion of early flight into the region. After operations ceased the official aviation grounds 
were moved to the Majura Valley on part of the site of the present-day airport. It is thus an uncommon 
aspect of the ACT’s cultural history, however, due to the lack of substantive physical remains it lacks 
intactness. This, combined with the construction of the suburb of Dickson, means that the integrity of 
the place is too low to meet the threshold for this criterion.   
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(c) potential to yield important information that will contribute to an understanding of the ACT’s cultural 
or natural history; 

The Council has assessed the Original Canberra Aerodrome against criterion (c) and is not satisfied 
that the place meets this criterion. 

There is potential to uncover some further physical traces of Lockspits A and B relating to the Original 
Canberra Aerodrome, however the integrity of these remains is unknown. Detailed archaeological 
investigations at the site of the ring marker failed to find any intact remains demonstrating that the 
area has been significantly disturbed. Moreover, the operational set-up of the site is well-documented 
in other sources. Although there is some potential for buried remnants to be found in the location of 
Lockspits A and B there is no indication that such information, if ever unearthed, will significantly 
advance the body of knowledge about the history of the ACT, as required under this criterion. 
Therefore, the place does not meet the threshold for this criterion, as it lacks potential to yield new 
information relating to its cultural history as Canberra’s first official aviation facility. 

(d) importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of cultural or natural places or 
objects; 

The Council has assessed the Original Canberra Aerodrome against criterion (d) and is not satisfied 
that the place meets this criterion. 

Had the physical remains been intact, the Original Canberra Aerodrome, potentially could have 
demonstrated characteristics relating to the course of aviation history in the ACT. However, the place 
no longer displays the high integrity or good condition needed to meet the threshold for this criterion. 

(e) importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by the ACT community or a 
cultural group in the ACT;  

The Council has assessed the Original Canberra Aerodrome against criterion (e) and is not satisfied 
that the place meets this criterion. 

There is no indication of the place having particular aesthetic characteristics that can be demonstrated 
to be linked to the physical fabric of the place, nor is there evidence to suggest that a community or 
cultural group in the ACT values the place on the basis of its aesthetic qualities. 

The Council notes that the ‘ACT community’ encompasses the broad community of the ACT, across 
the full geographical context, and a broad spectrum of society; while ‘a cultural group’ has a narrower 
focus, taken to be a ‘group of people within a society with a shared ethnic or cultural background’ or 
‘a group of people connected through the same way of living, which has been transmitted from one 
generation to another’. The definition specifically precludes professional organisations or special 
interest groups. 

(f) importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement for a particular 
period;  

The Council has assessed the Original Canberra Aerodrome against criterion (f) and is not satisfied that 
the place meets this criterion. 

The place contains no visibly intact characteristics that clearly demonstrate creative or technical 
achievement relating to early aviation facilities. Moreover, although related to early aviation 
development, landing facilities at this time essentially consisted of open paddocks with simple markers 
to aid navigation and landing. Consequently, this place does not meet the thresholds demonstrating a 
high degree of creative or technical achievement.  
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(g) has a strong or special association with the ACT community, or a cultural group in the ACT for social, 
cultural or spiritual reasons;  

The Council has assessed the Original Canberra Aerodrome against criterion (g) and is not satisfied 
that the place meets this criterion. 

Although the history of the Original Canberra Aerodrome is of known interest to local historians and 
to members of the No. 3 Squadron RAAF, the place does not meet the threshold relating to a strong 
or special association with the ACT community or a cultural group. This is because, for the purposes 
of this criterion, professional and special interest groups do not constitute the community or a cultural 
group. Furthermore, there is not sufficient evidence to suggest that the broader ACT community, or a 
cultural group in the ACT has a strong or special association with this site. 

(h) has a special association with the life or work of a person, or people, important to the history of the 
ACT.  

The Council has assessed the Original Canberra Aerodrome against criterion (h) and is not satisfied 
that the place meets this criterion. 

In its role as Canberra’s first official aviation facility the Original Canberra Aerodrome has an incidental 
association with many prominent figures in the early planning and development of Canberra, but these 
associations were not enduring.  

It was also the site of Canberra’s first aviation fatalities in which the lives of Flying Officer Philip 
Mackenzie Pitt and Aircraftsman AC1 William Edward Callander were lost. Both men belonged to the 
No. 3 Squadron RAAF that regularly flew into and out of the Original Canberra Aerodrome during its 
operational period. This group consequently maintains an historical interest in the site. However, the 
physical and landscape features are missing that would demonstrate clear evidence associating the 
people/group and the place. Furthermore, the place is so altered that it no longer provides evidence 
for this association.  

Efforts have been undertaken to memorialise the men who died, including a plaque installed by the 
ACT Heritage Committee at the front entrance of the Dickson Library. In addition, Canberra Tracks 
signage explaining the history of the Original Canberra Aerodrome and the crash that occurred there 
will be installed in 2021.  
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   SITE PLAN 

 

Image 1 Original Canberra Aerodrome remnants at Dickson nominated locations 


















