




particularly those with mobility issues.  
b. Provide opportunities for business investment and local employment.  
c. Ensure the mix of uses is appropriate to this level of the commercial hierarchy and 

enable centres to adapt to changing social and economic circumstances. 
3. The application is for a mixed-use development and proposes residential and ‘commercial 

adaptable units’. 
4. Application raises a major policy issue:  

a. The retention of appropriate commercial and retail space at local centres across the 
Territory is an important element of the Territory’s planning policy, as reflected in the 
2018 Planning Strategy and the Territory Plan. 

b. The Planning Strategy also acknowledges that the role of our centres is changing and 
many local centres are ‘transitioning to activity centres that provide lifestyle services, 
niche shopping and social connection, such as informal community meeting spaces’ 
(p 32). 

c. The continued provision of commercial/retail space in local centres is an important 
issue to the Canberra community and this is reflected in several of the comments 
received during the public notification period for the DA.  

5. Application seeks approval for a development that may have a substantial effect on the 
achievement of the territory plan/objectives for the zone: 

a. As noted above, the zone objectives for the CZ4 Local Centre zone are primarily 
focused on the delivery of commercial and retail opportunities for the benefit of the 
local community and local employment. 

b. While mixed-use developments with residential components are also encouraged, the 
retention and protection of appropriate levels of commercial space is essential. 

c. Given this is a redevelopment of a prominent site at the McKellar local centre, the 
proposal is considered to have a substantial effect on being able to achieve the zone 
objectives for the local centre. For example, if the proposal is considered to not 
provide enough commercial/retail space, this will have a substantial negative effect on 
being able to achieve the zone objectives. 

6. Sufficient community consultation: 
a. The application was publicly notified between 8 and 26 November 2021. Twelve 

representations were received. 
b. The application was not required to undertake pre-DA community consultation. 

 
Please provide a response to these matters within 14 days of receiving this letter.  
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Mick Gentleman MLA  
 






















