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THARWA VILLAGE PRECINCT
(Section 1 Block 5; Section 3 Blocks 6-9, 12 & 13; Section 6 Blocks 1-10 & 12; Section 7 Blocks 2-4 & 6-13; Section 8
Blocks 9 & 10; Section 9 Blocks 1-2; Section 10 Blocks 5, 6, 8 & 9; Section 11 Block 2; Section 12 Blocks 1-3; Section
13 Blocks 3-7; Section 14 Block 1; Section 15 Block 1; Section 16 Block 1; Section 17 Block 1; Section 18 Block 1;
Section 19 Block 1; Section 20 Block 2; Section 21 Block 1; Section 22 Blocks 1 & 2; Section 23 Block 1; Section 26
Block 1, Tharwa)
At its meeting of 16 November 2017 the ACT Heritage Council decided that the Tharwa Village Precinct was not eligible
for provisional registration.
The information contained in this report was considered by the ACT Heritage Council in assessing the nomination for
the Tharwa Village Precinct (the Precinct) against the heritage significance criteria outlined in s10 of the Heritage Act
2004.
This report is based on the nomination document supplied by the National Trust as a part of an ACT Heritage Grant for
the Tharwa Heritage Survey Stage Two in 2003. It has been modified and updated by ACT Heritage where appropriate.
HISTORY
Aboriginal History
The Ngunnawal people are traditionally affiliated with the lands within the Canberra region. In this citation, ‘Aboriginal
community’ refers to the Ngunnawal people and other Aboriginal groups within the ACT who draw significance from
the place. Whilst the term ‘Aboriginal community’ acknowledges these groups in the ACT, it is recognised that their
traditional territories extend outside contemporary borders. These places attest to a rich history of Aboriginal
connection to the area. Traditional Aboriginal society in Canberra during the nineteenth century suffered from dramatic
depopulation and alienation from traditional land based resources, although some important social institutions like
intertribal gatherings and corroborees were retained to a degree at least until the 1860s.
The Aboriginal history of the ACT extends from the present day back many thousands of years, and is evidenced by both
the tangible and intangible aspects of Aboriginal culture and history. The earliest evidence of Aboriginal people in the
region comes from Birrigai Rock Shelter in Tidbinbilla, dating back to over 25,000 years ago (Flood, 1995:116; and
Theden-Ringl, 2016:26). Activity at Birrigai has been linked to seasonal gatherings of local and regional Aboriginal people
who would come together along Aboriginal pathways, and participate in a series of meetings and ceremonies along the
way. During this period, these groups would gather in the alpine regions south and southwest of the ACT to feast on
the plentiful supply of Bogong moths as they aestivated over summer (Flood, 1980; Flood, 1995:239-240; Gale 1991:5758; Kabaila, 2005:28-31).
The area around Tharwa was utilised as a crossing point for Aboriginal groups as a part of the network of Aboriginal
pathways across the country, with this area being a part of the pathway accessing the resources (particularly Bogong
Moths) in mountain ranges to the west. Aboriginal people have continued to use the area through to modern times as
an area of cultural education.
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A 1995 publication titled A collaborative
essay by Ngunnawal people and other
Canberra based Aboriginal artists captures
the significance and history of the ACT, the
rivers, and the Bogong Moth ceremonies in
the voices of Aboriginal people:
“Every year the moths come from the Darling
Downs in Queensland, western New South
Wales and as far as Mt Buffalo in Victoria
carrying the spirit of the moths with them.
Aboriginal people arrived for the ceremonies
when the spirit of the moths flew over the
country. Ngunnawal people came not just
from here but as far afield as Brungle (Tumut)
and BoorenYaouk (Burrinjuck) and they also
crossed the Bulgaa (Brindabellas). Visitors
were also invited to participate. This
ceremony was a happening time for young
boys and of course it was part of the tradition
to listen to the spirits.
The sites represented in the exhibition are
associated with the Bogong moth ceremony
at
the
beginning
of
the Morumbeeja (Murrumbidgee)
River.
These sites are now called different names:
Mt Gingerri near Jedbinbilla (Tidbinbilla) was
a ceremonial site for men and Birrigai was
part of the track. Some of the camps that
happened around Canberra were at the
Queanbeyan
River, Yanpilla (Pialligo), Kurrajong (Capitol
Hill), the Black Hill camp (Black Mountain) and
the
Red
Hill
mob
(Gungahlin).
At Yirrayarra (Uriarra), the cooking rock,
women cooked the Bogong Moths which the
men brought down from the mountains.”
Pathways are a vital element in the Aboriginal
landscape as access to resources and as trade
routes. They played an important role in social
interaction between groups as well as in
ceremonial and religious occasions. They are
intrinsic to the Aboriginal cultural experience
not only as physical ways of moving between
places but as knowledge of how places are
interconnected which was passed on in rich
and varied forms of cultural representation
(Kabaila, 2005:27–28).

Time
25k years
ago
11 February
1835
1840s
1840s1850s
early 1850s
1856
1859
1860

September
1860
21 January
1862
28 April
1863
20 March
1885
11 June
1889
27 March
1895
9 May 1896
1899
7 January
1899
1908
1911
1912
1922
1926
1974

Event
Aboriginal people settled in the area, using the ford
at Tharwa to access Bogong moths in the summer
months
James Wright and John Lanyon establish Lanyon
property
Wright moves to Cuppacumbalong after the
economic depression and Andrew Cunningham
purchases Lanyon
Major valleys west of the Murrumbidgee were all
occupied and Wright operated a punt for those
wishing to cross the Murrumbidgee
Onyong, a local Aboriginal leader, buried in the area
Cuppacumbalong purchased by Leopold Fane De
Salis after Wright retires
Kiandra goldrush starts, but has largely run its
course by 1862
The Great Gum Case and the argument between De
Salis and Cunningham plays out in The Golden Age
Petition headed by Cunningham to establish a town
reserve at Cuppacumbalong
Approved plan for the site for a town to be called
Tharwa open for inspection, with first lots up for
sale on 29 November
Site of Tharwa Village and Tharwa Suburban Lands
set aside under the Crown Lands Alienation Act 1861
Tharwa declared a village under the Crown Lands
Act 1884(updating status under the new Act)
Tharwa General Cemetery gazetted
Tharwa Bridge opened, the contract having been
awarded to C. McClure in April 1894
The alterations advertised on 29 November 1895 of
North Street and Sections 1 and 6 are finalised in
the town plan
Tharwa School first building (slab hut) with school
grounds notified 1900
Section 7 added to the town plan
St Edmund's Church built with the first service on 26
October 1908 (dedicated and licensed 1919)
First burial at the general cemetery
Current school building erected (modified 1920,
1948 and 1957), replacing an 1899 slab building that
was demolished
Current Tharwa General Store built
Community Hall built (extended in 1938)
Freehold titles acquired by Commonwealth

Table 1 Abridged timeline of development in Tharwa
The importance of the Murrumbidgee River
corridor is demonstrated where over two hundred Aboriginal sites including open camp sites, stone quarries, scarred
trees and ceremonial sites had been recorded by the early 1990s (Klaver 1993).
One of the earliest written records of Aboriginal life on the Limestone Plains was recorded at Tuggeranong Homestead
in 1831. William Edward Riley visited Tuggeranong in that year and recorded in great detail a ‘Corobberie at Tuggranon’
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[sic]. His account evocatively records sounds, smells and sights (William Edward Riley Papers, Documents 1817–1856).
William Davis Wright (cited in Avery 1994), who grew up with the Aboriginal people of the Lanyon area during the 1840's
and 1850's, recorded that at the time of first white settlement the 'Kamberra tribe' numbered between 400 and 500
individuals, and met once a year for a big corroboree. They would then divide into smaller groups of 20 to 30 and
commence “flitting from one spot to another, living on the animal, grub and plant life and moving on as they exhausted
each place.”
European Arrival
In 1821 Charles Throsby was the first European to reach the Murrumbidgee River. Following Throsby’s expedition,
Captain Mark Currie led an excursion into the newly found district in 1823. The land west of the Murrumbidgee was
proclaimed by the New South Wales colonial government as beyond the limits of location of the nineteen counties it
had identified. However, by 1828 prospective settlers were beginning to move their cattle across the river.
In the early 1830s, James Wright and John Lanyon, recent arrivals in the colony of New South Wales, established
themselves as squatters on the eastern bank of the Murrumbidgee River, officially purchasing the land that was to
become Lanyon in 1835 and quickly spreading across to the western bank under licence, establishing what was to
become the Cuppacumbalong Run. Wright named the property ‘Lanyon’ after his friend, who returned to England
shortly thereafter (Moore 1982:13-15; and Stuart, 2005:20). In 1839, Commissioner Bingham visited the properties on
the Limestone Plains and ventured into the area beyond the limits of location on the western side of the Murrumbidgee.
He noted several stations already in existence, one of which was James Wright’s property of Port Hole (later
Cuppacumbalong), which Wright registered as a pasturage licence.
Wright moved to Cuppacumbalong after the 1840s depression, while Andrew Cunningham bought Lanyon.
Cuppacumbalong was sold to Leopold Fane De Salis in 1856, after Wright retired (Stuart, 2005:20).
By the late 1840s and early 1850s, all the major valleys west of the Murrumbidgee had been settled. The river crossing
at Tharwa was being used by settlers at the Naas, Orroral, Freshford, Tidbinbilla, and Cuppacumbalong stations. At
Cuppacumbalong, Wright set up a punt attached to a rope to cross the river when the level was too high for foot traffic.
The punt was later taken over by the De Salis family.
In 1852, the Murrumbidgee River rose and flooded the Wright homestead. The Wrights never fully recovered from the
flood and in 1856 Wright sold Cuppacumbalong to Leopold Fane De Salis. De Salis lived on the property with his wife,
Charlotte, and their children, and eventually built a new homestead there. He developed Cuppacumbalong station into
a place known for fine merino wool and draught horses.
By this time the Aboriginal groups in southeastern Australia had suffered a severe demographic decline, due to
introduced infectious diseases and the encroachment of European settlers into the surrounding lands in the pastoral
boom which had the further effect of disrupting their long established social and economic practices.
There are no accounts of significant conflict between the Ngunnawal groups of the ACT region and the European settlers.
However, one male called Onyong (Hong Yong), recognised by most contemporary settlers as the leader of the Kamberri
group (Jackson-Nakano 2001:21) resisted the incursions on to traditional lands. Onyong was an impressive figure and
was often the leader of raids on the settlers’ stock. He died at Cuppacumbalong and his burial was witnessed by a young
W. Davis Wright, who recorded that his grave was on the top of a rocky hill, about a quarter of a mile from Tharwa
Bridge. The body was placed in a tunnel about six feet long, with his spears (broken in half), his shield, nulla nulla,
boomerang, tomahawk, opossum rug, and other effects. The hole was filled in with stones and earth (Wright 1923: 84).
Gold was discovered in Kiandra in November 1859 and within a few months there were over 10,000 people there. There
was an existing stock route into the mountains through Cuppacumbalong and this was seen as a good candidate for a
shortcut to Kiandra from Queanbeyan, rather than the recommended route via Cooma, which was an extra 60 miles,
although relatively easy going. There was even an existing road to the ford across the Murrumbidgee at
Cuppacumbalong that went through Lanyon which was surveyed at the end of 1840, but was never officially gazetted.
This customary route was allowed by Lanyon’s first owner, James Wright, but by 1859 Andrew Cunningham had fenced
in the paddock containing the road (Stuart, 2005:20-21).
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This blocking of a customary route seems to be the catalyst for a dispute between De Salis and Cunningham, which
played out in the local paper, The Golden Age. The story really got started on 22 September 1860 when John Johnson
was found sitting by a fire on the road and arrested for stealing wood on Cunningham’s land, which De Salis suggested
was a trumped up charge because they could not find a better excuse for want of trying (The Golden Age 27 October
1860; and Stuart, 2005:20).
A petition to establish a town at Cuppacumbalong in September 1860 led by Cunningham and other prominent land
owners is interpreted by Stuart (2005:21-22) as a tactic by Cunningham as it is not signed by any of the landholders on
the other side of the Murrumbidgee who might potentially benefit from establishing a reserve as suggested in the
petition. The suggestion is that by establishing a reserve at Cuppacumbalong, Cunningham could have started a process
whereby the Crown could resume De Salis’ squatting run and force him to relocate. De Salis wrote to the Secretary for
Crown Lands objecting to the application for a reserve on his lands, noting that it was the work of a ‘spiteful neighbour’
(Stuart. 2005:24).
Surveyor Edward Fisher (who had been surveying possible roads to Kiandra in the area) was given the task of surveying
DeSalis’ pre-emptive right on Cuppacumbalong. In a letter of 22 May 1861 to the Surveyor General he sets out the
problems he encountered, noting that De Salis was applying for more land than he was entitled to under the regulations
in force at the time, but the lot was surveyed anyway to allow a smaller portion thereof to be selected once it was sorted
out. This was because De Salis had applied to purchase the land under his pre-emptive right in 1859, but due to various
delays it was not processed until several years later and was gazetted on 15 May 1863 (Stuart, 2005:24). Significantly,
Fisher also noted that, “…at the same time I see very little encouragement to induce anyone to settle on this reserve as
the small population of this portion of the District is scattered, the area of land suitable for cultivation is limited, the
adjacent country is generally of a Mountainous character difficult to traverse even on horseback, the Roads are almost
impassable, and since the partial failure of the Kiandra gold fields the settlers have not a ready market for the disposal
of their produce” (Stuart, 2005: 23).
Surveyor James Thompson surveyed the proposed town reserve at Cuppacumbalong (soon to be Tharwa) around the
same time that Fisher was surveying De Salis’ pre-emptive purchase in April and May of 1861. His report on the place
“…indicates that the township land and surrounds were generally inferior for agricultural purposes except for the areas
where the De Salis house and garden were located, which, he noted, had a record of being flooded. Thompson's report
on the future demand for land in the village reserve was pessimistic due to the poor quality of agricultural land, lack of
any traffic through to Kiandra [the track to Kiandra through Tharwa was a difficult one and interest in Kiandra was
waning by 1861] and the difficulty and costs involved in crossing the Murrumbidgee (which, at this time, was only
crossed by punt or by swimming horses). The District Surveyor supported this view.” (Stuart, 2005:24).
The name of the Tharwa is thought to be the original Aboriginal name of Mount Tennant, but European use of the word
can only be traced back to a 9 December 1860 letter from De Salis and it does not appear in the application for a reserve
from two months earlier (Stuart, 2005:25).
Tharwa Village is proclaimed
The village of Tharwa was proclaimed a township on 21 January 1862, the first in what is now the Australian Capital
Territory, with the first lots up for sale from 29 November 1862. Unofficial villages and substantial settlements existed
at Ginninderra, Duntroon and Yarralumla, but none of these had received official status. The village was laid out in a
traditional grid pattern. It had a grid section parallel with the River and a smaller grid added in the 1890s at an angle to
this on the north side. The southern boundary was some distance short of the junction with the Gudgenby River, where
a Reserve boundary was located. The northern boundary was a short distance beyond the ford (the site of the new
bridge). The village boundary covered 80 acres, comprised of six sections, each with ten half-acre blocks divided in half
by a small lane, a section allowing for a reserve for public buildings along the Murrumbidgee River just south of the
future bridge, as well as a large village reserve encompassing 640 acres. At this time, the population of Tharwa and
surrounds was 255 (Higgins, 1999, 13).
At the time, the settlement nearest the site was Cuppacumbalong, which included the homestead and outbuildings, an
orchard between the homestead and the River, and stockyards 300m west of the homestead. The homestead and
surrounds were included within the town boundaries and De Salis took the opportunity to purchase these blocks (i.e.
the southern part of Section 3, consisting of blocks 3-8 with the Cuppacumbalong homestead) before the auction
without competition as allowed by the Secretary of Crown Lands due to his existing improvements on the land. The only
other known structures in the area were the dwellings of Cuppacumbalong Station’s employees and a shop that
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provided services to the employees.
When the rest of the lots went up for sale on 29 November 1862, De Salis purchased the rest of section 3 and half of
section 2. No other allotments were purchased. The De Salis family eventually purchased the remaining blocks in the
Village and it was not until the 1890s when the Tharwa Bridge was erected that the village was extended that any other
blocks were owned by anyone outside of the De Salis family. (Stuart, 2005:24-25)
While the ford was a useful crossing point on the Murrumbidgee River, supplies, which came from Sydney and
Queanbeyan, had to be carried across it on bullock drays. The De Salis family also used their punt to cross the River
when it was too high. When the railway reached Queanbeyan in 1886 and materials could be more easily transported,
the De Salis family built a new homestead of pisé and brick, abutting the earlier Wright residence. Leopold De Salis
planted a row of Lombardy poplars along the Murrumbidgee River to the north of the homestead.
Developments in the Village in the 1890s
While the 1880s had been a time of affluence in the colony, this changed in the 1890s. An economic depression, brought
on by a fall in the price of exported wool, became more severe after an extended drought and an outbreak of rabbits
into plague proportions. Like many rural property owners, the De Salis family suffered financially and in 1894 Leopold
was declared bankrupt. The extended De Salis family was forced to leave Cuppacumbalong and move to Lambrigg.
Leopold died there in 1898 and was buried in the Cuppacumbalong Cemetery.
The most significant development in Tharwa during the 1890s was the construction of the Tharwa Bridge. The contract
for the bridge was awarded to C. McClure in April 1894 and the bridge was officially opened on 27 March 1895, with the
subsequent alterations of North Street and Sections 1 and 6 being finalised in the town plan in May 1896.
The bridge opened up new opportunities for Tharwa and the western side of the Murrumbidgee. Stock could now be
more easily transported to the Tuggeranong railway siding which had been completed in 1887 and then on to the
markets in Goulburn or Sydney. More land was opened up for sale in the village with section 7 adding a further ten
blocks, although three of these would be reserved for a school site in 1900 (the land was already being used by the
community for a school site in 1899).
The Village in the Twentieth Century
The greatest period of development in Tharwa happened in the early 20th century. The 1920s saw the local shops and
community hall as well as a telephone exchange. Reticulated power was brought to Tharwa in 1948 but it was not until
the late 1950s that reticulated water was supplied to the village. This was the result of community effort as it was funded
by the Tharwa Store and volunteers laid the pipes.
Section 9 was created around 1930 with 3 blocks, each offered for sale at ₤20, and block 10, section 7 was divided into
blocks 10 and 11, each offered at ₤30 (Lloyd, 1996), although no house were built there until the second half of the 20th
century.
Aerial Imagery (Figure 1) from 1953 shows a sparsely developed village core with just eight of the residential blocks
being occupied as well as a temporary road construction camp next to the river north of the bridge. What cannot be
discerned in the imagery is the links to the surrounding farmland that allowed for such facilities as the shops, hall and
phone exchange to be sustained in an otherwise small village.
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Figure 1 Tharwa village oblique aerial imagery facing southwest on 23 October 1953
When the Commonwealth Government resumed all rural properties in the southern part of the ACT from the late 1960s
and 1970s, many of the rural families left the district. This had a major impact on Tharwa, as it was essentially rural in
character. The Cuppacumbalong property had changed hands a number of times. Colonel Selwyn Campbell and George
Circuit bought it from the Union Bank in 1898 and sold it to A G McKeahnie in 1910. McKeahnie sold the property to N
A Thompson in 1921 and Thompson built the present homestead in 1923, as well as designing the present gardens. In
1924 Thompson sold the property to F N Snow, who remained there until 1970, when the Commonwealth acquired
Cuppacumbalong Homestead and Cuppacumbalong Cemetery. The homestead has been leased for residential and
business purposes since 1975.
The Outward Bound Foundation leased 4,850 hectares of land on the southern side of Cuppacumbalong homestead in
the late 1970s. It runs physical programs for youth, as well as providing staff training.
Canberra’s 2003 Bushfires
Tharwa escaped the intense bushfires that swept through the region on 18 January 2003 and devastated a number of
historic properties in the district. Although threatened by burning debris, the village was protected by its position at the
base of Mount Tennent and the efforts of the local volunteer fire fighting brigade led by Val Jeffery, with the assistance
of units from Emergency Services. Mr Jeffery pushed back against the official advice to leave the area, instead urging
locals to defend their homes from spot fires while he led the local bushfire brigade in backburning a defensive perimeter
in a move that is considered to have saved the village. The only fire damage to the Tharwa Village was to some of the
Lombardy poplar trees (Populus nigra var. italica) forming an avenue along the western bank of the Murrumbidgee on
the southern side of the bridge. Environment ACT felled the badly damaged trees and mulched them on site, a move
that angered some of the locals who felt there was inadequate consultation.
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For further historical background information relating to
general history and the history of individual places in
Tharwa Village, refer to: Dowling, P & Cosgrove, C,
Tharwa Heritage Survey, Stage One, Report to the ACT
Heritage Unit for the National Trust of Australia (ACT),
2002 and Dowling, P, Tharwa Heritage Survey, Stage Two,
Report to the ACT Heritage Unit for the National Trust of
Australia (ACT), 2003.
DESCRIPTION
Tharwa and the rural cultural landscape
Tharwa is located on the west bank of the Murrumbidgee
River in the ACT, approximately 34 km south of
Canberra’s city centre. It adjoins the Murrumbidgee River
Corridor on this western side of the River. There are three
access routes to the village: the main access is via Tharwa
Road from south Canberra, via the historic Tharwa Bridge
over the Murrumbidgee River; the north western access
from Tidbinbilla Road; and the southern access via Naas
Road.
Tharwa is a small rural village, with a number of
residential cottages located within a formal grid pattern
on either side of North Street and a larger homestead,
Cuppacumbalong, located at the southern end of the
village, off Johnson Street. Union Street is an access
street off North Street and other access to residences is
via laneways. The village has a school, an Anglican
church, a shop and post office, as well as other
community facilities. The Australian Outward Bound
School, which provides outdoor activities for youth, has
its headquarters and camp site located south of
Cuppacumbalong Homestead. The De Salis Cemetery, a
private cemetery, is located at Cuppacumbalong. Tharwa
Cemetery is about two kilometers to the northwest of
the village along Tidbinbilla Road. William Farrer and his
wife are buried at a gravesite on the nearby property of Figure 2 Village Core from Tharwa Village Plan with
Lambrigg and the grave of Onyong (Hong Yong), an amendments up to c.1892
Aboriginal leader, is located to the north of the village.
The area between the northern end of the village and the Tharwa Cemetery consists of a large block of grassed land
with scattered eucalypts, which is part of the Murrumbidgee River Corridor. At the southern end of the village, beyond
the Outward Bound School, the land slopes southward to Sawyers Gully. Naas Road crosses the Gully at Spring Station
Creek, which flows into the Gudgenby River a short distance from the Gudgenby’s confluence with the Murrumbidgee
River. The area is serviced with electricity and telephone and is connected to the main water supply.
While the land formations including the slopes of Mount Tennent and the hills to the west and north of Tharwa are the
result of the geological effects of the Murrumbidgee Fault, the visual landscape is largely a result of human activity.
Prior to the arrival of Europeans, indications are that the area was typical of the open south eastern highland sclerophyll
forest, dominated by eucalypts. Elements of such a landscape still exist on the higher slopes and land less suitable for
grazing. The dominating visual effect is of open, fenced, grazing lands with scattered groups of Eucalyptus.
Changes in the Town Plan (see Figure 2 and Figure 3)
Section 1 was initially planned as a small section divided by a laneway with one large block of 2 acres (0.8 hectares)
closest to the river dedicated for public purposes (this would have been for public buildings such as a post office,
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courthouse, gaol or police station), with the other side divided into four blocks of between one-quarter to half an acre.
The public buildings were never built, but it appears that the regular blocks had been purchased at some stage and
ended up belonging to the Union Bank, along with the western half of Section 2 and all of Sections 4, 5 and 6. The entire
original section 1 is currently a single block, Section 1 Block 5, and is a Special Purpose Reserve within the River Corridor
Zone. It is an open green space and contains public toilets.
Section 2 was planned as ten half acre blocks divided by a laneway. Leopold Fane De Salis purchased all of the eastern
riverside blocks with the remainder ending up the property of the Union Bank. The area currently contains no trace of
the former divisions and has been subsumed into the current block, Section 10 Block 12. The entire section is
undeveloped.
Section 3 was planned as ten half acre blocks divided by a laneway. Leopold Fane De Salis purchased all of the blocks in
the section as his existing property was sited on them and they remained undeveloped, with the exception of the
previously existing Cuppacumbalong Homestead. There remains a row of trees on the northern side of where these
blocks were located, in what was planned to be Murray Street.
Section 4 was planned as ten half acre blocks divided by a laneway. All of the blocks ended up in the hands of the Union
Bank. The only evidence of the blocks is the western border which was planned to be Johnson Street but is now marked
out by Naas Road. Blocks 1 and 10 are now Block 7 Section 3, while Blocks 2 and 9 and now Block 6 Section 3; both of
the new blocks are significantly larger than the historic blocks and are a mixture of residential and cottage craft use.
Section 5 was planned as ten half acre blocks divided by a laneway. All of the blocks ended up in the hands of the Union
Bank. The northern half of the blocks were resumed for the redirection of Tharwa St on to Johnson Street, today the
entire stretch of road is the Naas Road. The only evidence of the blocks is the southern end of the western border which
was planned to be Johnson Street but is now marked out by Naas Road. Blocks 5 (now mostly Block 13 Section 3) and
6 (now mostly Block 12 Section 3) are a mixture of residential and cottage craft use. Additionally, a new one acre block,
Block 9 Section 3, has been sited in what was planned to be Murray Street.
Section 6 was planned as eight half acre blocks, and another two of roughly a third of an acre each, the blocks divided
by a north-south running laneway. The two smaller blocks have had a slight adjustment of their shared border, but
otherwise the layout has remained relatively unchanged. Blocks 9, 10 and 13 include houses from the early 20th Century
that are considered to contribute to the
character of the village. Blocks 5, 6 and
7 are undeveloped and Block 8 has a
small shed. Block 4 is the location of St
Edmunds Anglican Church, built in 1908
and has been in continual use since.
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Section 7 was planned as ten half acre
blocks divided by a laneway. Blocks 6, 7
and 8 were dedicated for school
purposes in 1900, and has continued to
run as the public school site since 1899.
Block 5 has been subdivided into Blocks
12 and 13. Block 10 has been subdivided
into Blocks 10 and 11. Blocks 1 (no
longer an extant block), 4 and 11 are
undeveloped. Blocks 2, 12 and 13 include
houses from the early 20th Century that
the nominator considers contribute to
the character of the village.
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Figure 3 Village Core from Tharwa Parish Map 2nd Ed.
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In addition to the historic planned
sections, there were several large, i.e.
over 2 acres, blocks that were clustered
around the village core and the main
roads that appeared in the early 20th
Century. The majority of these blocks
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are no longer evident and their irregular shapes and sizes suggest a haphazard, opportunistic planning. The shop, town
hall, tennis courts and other surrounding properties come under this period of development.
Residential Property in Tharwa
Cuppacumbalong Homestead – Section 10, Blocks 8 and 11 (ACT Heritage Register, registered place)
The Cuppacumbalong Homestead Precinct has a range of heritage values related to its historic, aesthetic and social
associations. Formerly part of a working property set in a rural landscape it is now reduced to two Blocks (and a third
Block negligible in size). Development to the north-west, which now joins it visually to Tharwa village, has impacted on
its rural nature. The remains of the first (Wright) homestead and the second (De Salis) homestead are important
archaeological sites associated with the first settlement of the area. They demonstrate the growing knowledge of the
relationship between the environmental constraints of new locations and the living conditions of the settlers. Flooding
was not a typical problem in the local region (shown by the retention of the second homestead on the flat), which makes
the responses (the third and present homestead being placed on higher ground) at Cuppacumbalong interesting in the
ACT context.
The homestead has aesthetic value through its bungalow architecture style and garden as a charming place and as a
setting for the homestead, set in an enclosed landscape. It demonstrates the development of a garden over time, and
is reflective of the different styles popular at different times. The Arbutus x andrachnoides (a cross of an Irish and Greek
strawberry tree) is significant as a rare form of this tree. A Wisteria and two Tamarisk trees are possibly from the earlier
De Salis garden.
Cuppacumbalong has a moderate degree of social value for the ACT community through its role since 1975 as
tourist/visitor destination. Cuppacumbalong has significant historical associations through its long association since
the 1840s with the early European settlement period of the Australian Capital Territory and with the settler families of
the district. It also has strong associations with Count Leopold De Salis who held a prominent position within the rural
community of the district, and in local affairs and politics.
Houses of Historic Interest within the Village
Within the village there are 18 residential houses, not including Cuppacumbalong or the house near Cuppacumbalong
Cemetery. Six of these residences were built of weatherboard or fibro before 1930. These six houses demonstrate a
similarity of construction and are noted by the nominators as representative of the early village character. Three of
these houses are in Section 6, which is bound by North Street, Tharwa Street, Palmer Street and the continuation of
Johnson Street. The remaining three houses built before 1930 are in Section 7, which is bound by North Street, Union
Street, Tharwa Drive, Bridge Street and the Murrumbidgee River Corridor Reserve. Details of these six houses are as
follows:
Section 6, Block 13 – (formerly Block 1) a small weatherboard house painted white with corrugated galvanised
iron roof. Access is from North Street. (Figure 22)
Section 6, Block 9 – a fibro house painted cream with corrugated galvanised iron roof. Access is via laneway.
(Figure 20)
Section 6, Block 10 – a weatherboard house painted white with corrugated galvanised iron roof painted green.
It is located on the western corner of the block and access is from North Street. (Figure 21)
Section 7, Block 2 – There are two small cottages on this block, both built before 1930, both painted white with
green trimming, with corrugated iron roofs painted green. The north eastern house is of weatherboard and may
have been the original house of P. Sheedy, an early owner of the store and post office. The north western house
is of fibro and smaller than the weatherboard house. There is also a corrugated iron garage on this block. Access
is via the laneway that runs parallel to North Street. (Figure 24)
Section 7, Block 12 – a small weatherboard and fibro house with a corrugated iron roof. Access is from a laneway
that runs parallel to North Street. (Figure 28)
9

BACKGROUND INFORMATION – THARWA VILLAGE PRECINCT
Section 7, Block 13 – a small weatherboard house with corrugated galvanised iron roof, it has been extended.
There is also an old rough-timber shed on the block. Access is from Union Street. (Figure 29)
Descriptions of other places in Tharwa
Tharwa Primary School – Section 7, Blocks 6, 7 and 8 (nominated to the ACT Heritage Register) (Figure 11)
The original school was built by the community in 1899 and was a slab building located on Block 8, section 7. The
current school building dates from 1912 and the building site included the site of the original school. This building
has weatherboard walls, brick pier footings, a corrugated iron roof, timber frame windows and a timber floor. In
1948 the fireplace was demolished and replaced by Warmray wood heaters, more windows were installed and a
shed was added to the rear of the school. An extension to the north wall of the building in 1957 doubled the
classroom area. The building is joined by a verandah to a modern classroom block, also of weatherboard with a
corrugated iron roof. The modern building has been built in a sympathetic style to the earlier building and is
painted in the same colours. The school is one of only two remaining schools in the ACT, the other being Hall
Primary School, associated with the period when rural schools were provided for the region. The Tharwa Primary
School has been the focus of two ACT Heritage grants, resulting in an oral history project completed in 1993, as
well as a catalogue of school records and equipment from 1995. The full time school closed in 2006, but continues
today as a part time primary school.
St Edmund’s Anglican Church – Section 6, Block 4 (ACT Heritage Register, registered place) (Figure 10)
The Church was built in 1908 by Frederick Warwick with the help of local residents, although it was not officially
dedicated until 1919. It is a small weatherboard building with three Gothic style windows on the north and south
sides and a high pitched corrugated iron roof with a simple white cross at each end. The architecture style is
Carpenter Gothic. It was originally built on wooden stumps, which are now enclosed by granite fieldstones. The
only entrance is a Gothic style wooden door on the western side. Outside this entrance is a paved area with a
cross inset in dark–coloured paving bricks, and a low stone retaining wall. The interior of the Church is simple,
with a radiata pine floor and tongue and groove walls of kauri pine. The rear half of the floor has been replaced,
but apart from this the building retains its integrity. The interior features are 14 pews, altar rails, a lectern, a
sanctuary chair, a book rest, a font and an organ.
St Edmund’s is historically significant for its continuous association with the Anglican community of the Tharwa
district since 1908, and demonstrates the social prominence of religion in rural village life during the early
twentieth century. St Edmund’s has strong associations with local families of the district, reflected in many
former parishioners being memorialised within the church.
Tharwa General Cemetery – Section 15 Block 1 (ACT Heritage Register, registered place) (Figure 16)
Tharwa Cemetery is located off the Tidbinbilla Road about 2km north-northwest of Tharwa. It comprises about
4ha of land situated on an eastward facing slope with a view of the Murrumbidgee Valley. The plans for the
Tharwa General Cemetery were drawn in 1888. The Cemetery was gazetted in 1889 and dedicated on 11 June of
the same year. It is the second oldest multi-denominational cemetery in the ACT, after Hall Cemetery. The graves
include those of the early settlers in the Tharwa area as well as early residents of the village. Most of the graves
are located in two distinctive fenced sections. The first burial was Mary Ann Green from nearby Tidbinbilla in
1911 and the last was Michael Gregory Curtis in 2001. The Green, White, West, Fisher, Staunton and Gregory
families are among those represented. It complements the private burial grounds for larger landholders and their
workers at nearby properties, such as Cuppacumbalong and Lanyon, and also Onyong’s Grave.
Tharwa General Store – Section 8, Block 9 (Figure 12)
The present Tharwa General Store is the third site for the Tharwa Store. It was built in 1922 by George Read and
purchased from Read in 1926 by Clarence Jeffrey, continuing in the Jeffrey family since. It consists of two
weatherboard buildings with pitched corrugated iron roofs, linked by a flat roofed weatherboard addition. A
brick chimney is located on the western wall. The construction is L-shaped (approximately 20m x 8m x 4m). The
façade, which faces North Street, is inscribed: ‘General Merchant, C.C. Jeffrey’. There are four windows in this
wall, and an entry porch with concrete steps. The store supplies food and drink, as well as an antique gallery,
banking and postal services, and petrol from two bowsers located at the front of the shop. It is a gathering point
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for the local community and a focal point for village life.
Tharwa Community Hall – Block 12, Section 8, and Tennis Courts – Block 11, Section 8 (Figure 13)
The hall is a large galvanised iron building set on wooden stumps. It dates from 1926, with extensions in 1938 to
add a stage and the supper room on the west side of the building. The interior of the building has vertical wooden
panelling up to 1 metre in height, a stage and a tallow floor. An honour roll is an item of interest. The hall has
received heritage grants for restoration work, but has not been nominated to the ACT Heritage Register. The two
gravel tennis courts are located parallel to the left side of the hall (from the front) and are surrounded by a high
wire fence. They are on different levels, with access to each other via steps.
Public Land Reserve – Murrumbidgee River Corridor
Cuppacumbalong Cemetery and Environs – Section 14, Block 2 (ACT Heritage Register, registered place) (Figure
17)
Sited on a dramatic spur line overlooking the confluence of the Murrumbidgee and Gudgenby Rivers, the
Cuppacumbalong Cemetery is a rare example of a nineteenth century pastoral station cemetery. The grave site
features a unique construction as a raised elliptical mound with banks of local stone, reflecting the need to avoid
flood damage. There are remnants of an avenue of elms (Ulmus procera), planted by the De Salis family, provides
a formal link to Cuppacumbalong homestead.
Its siting reflects a favourite location of the initial person interred, Rodolph De Salis, whilst the lay-out
demonstrates aspects of the social and cultural order of nineteenth century rural Australia through class
separation of the graves The cemetery has strong associations with the pioneer De Salis family and the employees
of the Cuppacumbalong station, 16 of whom were interred between 1876 and 1903.
Tharwa Bridge (on the ACT Heritage Register) (Figure 8)
Tharwa Bridge opened in March 1895 as the first all–weather crossing of the Murrumbidgee River in the district
and is the oldest remaining bridge in the ACT. It is 181.5m in length and stands 12m above low water level on
concrete piers. The single lane deck is 4.6m wide. Concrete piers replaced the earlier timber trestles in 1936/37
and in 1945 steel beams replaced the original timber approach spans. In 2011 a major restoration program was
completed with structural beams replaced, a new deck installed and several areas reinforced. Further minor
modifications have not changed the physical form of the bridge.
The bridge and its site are historically and technically significant because of the Allan truss structure, having form
and structural integrity, which have survived virtually intact. It is the archetypal example of the application of the
new technology by Percy Allan to the construction of timber road bridges in New South Wales, during a major
development phase for bridge and road construction during the last decade of the 19th century. It is the oldest
of the nine remaining Allan Truss bridges from a total of twenty four built between 1894 and 1897 in NSW.
The bridge and its site have associative significance with the period of 19th century European settlement and
development of the region. The bridge has provided a high level crossing point adjacent to Tharwa Village,
allowing the Murrumbidgee River to be traversed even when in flood. The bridge is significant in its contribution
to the landscape and in its relationship with the river, the village of Tharwa and the hills beyond.
Tharwa Bridge Reserve – Section 20, Block 3 (north), Section 1, Block 5 (south)
The reserve is an open area of parkland to the immediate north and south of Tharwa Bridge. It includes dirt
tracks, car parking and grassed areas used by visitors for picnicking or walking. The northern end of the block
forms an arm which runs along the bank of the River. The parkland on the southern side of the bridge has a
parking area, a toilet block and barbeques, as well as grassed picnic areas.
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Row of Poplars - located on Section 1, Block 5 and Section 10, Block 9
A row of Lombardy poplars (Populus nigra var. italica) stretches along the western bank of the Murrumbidgee
River from the southern side of Tharwa Bridge to the north of Cuppacumbalong homestead. These were planted
by Leopold Fane De Salis. A number were damaged in Canberra’s 2003 bushfires (see Historical Background).
House – Section 12, Block 5 (ACT Heritage Register, registered place – contained within the boundary for the
Cuppacumbalong Cemetery)
A weatherboard house painted white is located on a small rise to the north west of Cuppacumbalong Cemetery.
This was probably one of the worker’s cottages on the Cuppacumbalong property. It is in very good condition
and retains its integrity.
Onyong’s Grave Site – Section 27, Block 4 (ACT Heritage Register, registered place)
The exact location of Onyong’s grave is unknown but it is probably situated on the eastern slopes of the hill
comprising section 27 overlooking the Murrumbidgee River. The only known contemporary reference to the
location is that of W Davis Wright who witnessed the burial as a child and later wrote, “His grave was on the top
of a rocky hill – about a quarter of a mile from Tharwa Bridge” (Wright 1923: 84). It is from this statement that
all other references to Onyong’s grave have originated. The hill is characterised by rocky granite outcrops and
scattered Eucalyptus trees.
Onyong was a prominent figure in the history of the ACT with regards to the era of contact between Aboriginal
people and European settlers, and is also held in high regard for his importance as an Aboriginal leader.
Onyong’s Grave Site represents Aboriginal burial practices that are no longer practiced in the ACT. Historical
reports relating to the site from early European settlers who witnessed his burial are the only detailed written
account of the burial of an important Aboriginal figure in the ACT. It is important to the Aboriginal people of the
ACT as a cultural site representing burial practices that are no longer in use. The memory of Onyong endures in
oral and written sources since the time of his death and the focus of that memory has been upon the hill location.
The history of Onyong’s Grave highlights early interaction between local Aboriginal groups and the incoming
European settlers in the mid-19th century. It is important because it is the only Aboriginal burial for which there
are detailed historical descriptions, and also represents the significant changes that were taking place in the
lifestyles of the local Aboriginal people as a result of contact with European settlers. If subject to future
investigations, it has potential to provide important new information on Onyong’s life and death, and questions
surrounding methods of Aboriginal burial.
Travelling Stock Reserve/Village Green – Section 127 Block 4 (nominated to the ACT Heritage Register)
This area was the Village Reserve north of North Road in the gazetted plan, although it was never officially
gazetted under the Stock Ordinance of 1934 as a Travelling Stock Reserve (TSR), but as a village green it had been
available for this purpose since 1861 and there is a suggestion that it was used as such even before then as noted
in Stuart (2005:21-22).
In the Australian Capital Territory, 15 TSRs were set apart from rural/urban development according to the
provisions of the Stock Ordinance of 1934 for the ‘Territory of the Seat of Government’ for the ‘use of travelling
stock’. Much of the grazing land in the Territory has now been absorbed into the urban spread of the capital city
and only nine TSRs have now been identified as being remnants of this former era of rural industry. These
reserves and routes were developed to enable the movement of livestock locally by rural landholders and across
larger tracts of land to often distant markets.
Principal characteristics of the TSRs throughout the ACT were their location near major transport routes so that
stock could be moved safely through the landscape; on fertile land with good soil characteristics which would
provide suitable vegetation for food and shelter, often remnant native vegetation; and easy access to water
resources.
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Figure 5 Places within the Tharwa Village Precinct on the ACT Heritage Register
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Figure 8 Tharwa Bridge (ACT Heritage, 2015)

Figure 12 Tharwa General Store (ACT Heritage, 2015)

Figure 9 Entryway to Tharwa (ACT Heritage, 2015)

Figure 13 Community Hall (ACT Heritage, 2015)

Figure 10 St Edmund's Church (ACT Heritage, 2015)

Figure 14 Tennis courts (ACT Heritage, 2015)

Figure 11 Tharwa Primary School (ACT Heritage, 2015)

Figure 15 Tharwa Fire Station (ACT Heritage, 2015)
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Figure 16 Tharwa General Cemetery (ACT Heritage,
2015)

Figure 20 Section 6 block 9 (ACT Heritage, 2015)

Figure 17 Cuppacumbalong Cemetery (ACT Heritage,
2015)

Figure 21 Section 6 block 10 (ACT Heritage, 2015)

Figure 18 Section 6 block 3 (ACT Heritage, 2015)

Figure 22 Section 6 block 13 (ACT Heritage, 2015)

Figure 19 Section 6 block 8 (ACT Heritage, 2015)

Figure 23 Section 6 block 14 (ACT Heritage, 2015)
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Figure 27 Section 7 block 10 (ACT Heritage, 2015)
Figure 24 Section 7 block 2 (ACT Heritage, 2015)

Figure 25 Section 7 block 3 (ACT Heritage, 2015)

Figure 26 Section 7 block 9 (ACT Heritage, 2015)

Figure 28 Section 7 block 12 (ACT Heritage, 2015)

Figure 29 Section 7 block 13 (ACT Heritage, 2015)
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