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Minutes 

SolarShare-EPSDD meeting 5 February 2018 

 

Present:  

Nick Fejer, Lawrence McIntosh, Daniel Harding, Simon Grice,

Brianna McKewon, Lisa Caruso, Greg Buckman. 

 

SolarShare actions arising: 

 SolarShare to meet with Access Canberra Utilities Technical Regulation to discuss 

lessons learnt from previous solar farms with a view to establishing a path towards 

the solar farm securing an operating certificate; 

 SolarShare to provide EPSDD with an update of the Milestone Schedule for its 

project (Part E1 of its 2017 proposal); 

 SolarShare to provide EPSDD with greater detail about the contingency/cash 

reserves budget in its 2017 proposal; 

 SolarShare to provide EPSDD with a signed version of the 2018 Evoenergy Network 

Technical Study; 

 SolarShare to provide more detailed drawings and/or a tech spec for a technical 

review to be undertaken by EPSDD; and   

 SolarShare to provide EPSDD with new feed-in tariff (FiT) prices that would flow from 

it keeping 100% or 50% of the Large Generation Certificates (LGCs) its solar farm will 

create. 

EPSDD actions arising: 

 EPSDD to undertake a technical review of SolarShare’s proposed solar farm. 

Discussion: 

 Minister Rattenbury is keen to progress SolarShare’s community solar proposal and 

see it constructed, EPSDD’s actions requested of SolarShare will facilitate this; 

 Significant time has passed since the community solar scheme started in 2013, all 

sides now want it moving to a construction phase as soon as is prudently feasible; 

 EPSDD hopes to be in a position where it can brief Minister Rattenbury on a FiT 

entitlement and grant for SolarShare in eight to 12 weeks time (depending on 

provision of SolarShare information), in addition to this time, it will take three to four 

weeks for the minister to process the brief; 

 SolarShare has a strong skill set and saw the Network Technical Study as the final 

outstanding task (‘enabler’) to be undertaken before it could get a FiT entitlement 

but accepts that the above actions need to be undertaken before the entitlement 

can be secured; 
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 Utilities Technical Regulation can brief SolarShare on the lessons learnt with previous 

ACT solar farms and what it should look out for with its proposal; 

 EPSDD has not previously granted a FiT price higher than $186/MWh to any solar or 

wind generator and would like SolarShare to explore FiT/LGC trade-offs that get it 

close to that FiT price; 

 If SolarShare retains some, or all, of the LGCs its solar farm creates, it will be taking 

on the future price risk attached to them; 

 SolarShare does not feel it has capacity to reduce the return it is currently proposing 

to provide for its investors but will investigate possible FiT price/LGC retention 

tradeoffs; 

 SolarShare has fully budgeted its initial T1 funds and needs to retain its solvency so 

cannot take on any further short-term financial commitments, however, it does not 

see the above actions as requiring further expenditure of funds; 

 Once SolarShare has a FiT entitlement, its milestone dates—particularly its securing 

of funds and commencement of generation dates—will become critical, if milestone 

actions are not undertaken by their specified dates, SolarShare will be in breach of 

its deed and, as a last resort, EPSDD can terminate its deed; and 

 If SolarShare commences FiT supported generation later than its originally proposed 

milestone date, EPSDD will not change its FiT grant to reflect the later start date. 
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From: Bales, Scott
Sent: Tuesday, 20 November 2018 10:08 AM
To: 'Lawrence McIntosh'
Cc: Temby, Hugo;  Nick Fejer
Subject: Followup to Solarshare Deed [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Hi Lawrence 

I wanted to follow up on the Deed of Entitlement and the questions discussed at our last meeting.  

I’ve also made edits to the documents to take into account your feedback and our proposed resolutions at the 
meeting. This is still with our legal team and I apologise for the delay in getting it back to you. 

“Does this definition include (or intend to include) Company Directors?  Volunteers?” 

Yes, agents and employees would definitely be expected to cover these groups. I’ve amended the line in the Deed to 
include reference to both of these, to provide further clarification. 

No requirement for Proponent to be at fault 

I talked with our legal team about this section. They communicated that: 

 It is standard wording, and there probably is no scope to change it

 It is perhaps not as onerous as it seems at first glance. If there is a failure to comply with an obligation under
the deed, there is a graduated series of actions that will hopefully remedy it before there are any significant
consequences. This will include:

o Informally drawing to your attention the concern;

o Issuing a breach notice if the issue is not fixed within a reasonable time;

o Developing a cure plan; and

o Implementing the cure plan.

 This provides Solarshare with plenty of opportunity to respond to events that are outside of its control.

Public Liability insurance 

Legal have advised that this needs to be in place before the Deed of Entitlement can be signed by the ACT 
Government. I hope this does not cause any inconvenience. 

Please get in touch if you have any followup questions, and I’ll send through the new Deed as soon as I am able. 

Kind regards 
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‐ Scott 
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From: Lawrence McIntosh 
Sent: Monday, 3 December 2018 7:11 PM
To: Temby, Hugo; Nick Fejer
Cc: Bales, Scott
Subject: Re: FW: Solarshare draft deed v2 [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Hi Hugo, 

Thanks for the time on the phone, I'm sorry that word has been playing up. Thanks to you and to Scott nonetheless 
for your efforts in updating the doc to address the various issues we discussed.  

It sounds like you will get a moment to send us a clean version tomorrow. Much appreciated.  For the clean up 
tomorrow I spotted a few things that might save you double handling: 

For the below clauses I think we are agreed that date is 30 November now 

o 16.2
o 16.10 Table "Amendment or repeal occurs between (dates inclusive)"

o Schedule 1 item 3a and 3b:

For Schedule 2: We had discussed increasing the allowed panel quantity by 10% (to 5352) to allow EPC a 
means of make‐good if they are unable to meet contracted performance. 

Thanks, the revised deed is still under review by the SolarShare board but I will be pushing hard to get it signed this 
week.  We are planning the public release of our offer document with ASIC on the 13th of December. 

Kind regards 
Lawrence McIntosh 
Principal Executive Officer: SolarShare 
www.solarshare.com.au 

On Fri, Nov 30, 2018 at 4:04 PM Temby, Hugo <Hugo.Temby@act.gov.au> wrote: 

Hi Lawrence 

Please see the latest version of the draft deed, incorporating feedback from our legal team.  

Can you please review and let us know if this all looks ok? Scott and I happy to discuss if any questions. 

Best 

Hugo  
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Hugo Temby | Manager, Energy Projects 

Phone: +612 6205 9337 |   | Email: hugo.temby@act.gov.au   

Energy Markets and Renewables | Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate | ACT Government  
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