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The Valley Ponds, Gungahlin



Funding

2010-2012 ACT Government Fund ing for design 
and  c onstruc tion of wetland  $6.5million

Projec t Management
Managed  by Urban Waterways Program, 
DECCEW

Projec t Support

Supported  by Steering  
Committee

Steering  c ommittee visiting 
site 2009



Planning Context: Stormwater from the Gungahlin Well-Being  
Prec inc t is d isc harged  via  p ipes to The Va lley Ponds.



Natural Context: tributa ry of 
Ginninderra  Creek. Above.

Right: Quartz ridge with na tive grassland



Existing  pond  with na tive grassland  ridge 
in bac kground .  



Stud ies

1. Arc haeology – Stuart Huys & 
c onsulta tion with Reg istered  
Aborig ina l Organisa tions

2. Vegetation - David  Hogg Pty 
Ltd  & Researc h & Planning, 
TAMS

3. Ground water – Ray Evans, 
SKM 



Sketc h Plan, The Va lley Ponds, August 2009



Wetland  va lues



What role do wetlands p lay?

1.  Improvements in downstream water qua lity 
(eg Gungahlin Pond )



2. Improved  urban b iod iversity



3. Educ ational opportunities

� Proximity to Burgmann Sc hool & Gungahlin 
College
� Understand ing Canberra ’ s wetlands: a  sc hool 
c urric ulum program. 2010.
� Waterwatc h & Frogwatc h Programs



4. Volunteering  & rec rea tiona l opportunities



Community p lanting  Marc h 2010.  Banksia  St, O’Connor.



5. Water harvesting – opportunity to investiga te the 
potentia l of ha rvesting  stormwater for irriga tion & 
supp lying  to Gungahlin College, Town Park, enc losed  
ova l. Rep lac ement for d rinking-qua lity wa ter



Outdoor lea rning environment

The 
Sanc tuary,

Tidb inb illa  
Nature 
Reserve



Sydney Olympic  
Park, Homebush 
Bay



Community input sought on the p roposa l

Public  Workshop – 3 August 2010, Chapel, 
Burgmann Sc hool

Wondrous World of Wetlands Weekend  –
11am-2pm Sunday 29 August 2010

Tour de Wetlands Bike Ride – 9am Sunday 
17 Oc tober 2010

Gungahlin Public  Library – Wetlands 
Display 17-23 Oc tober 2010

Story Time - 10.30am Thursday 21 Oc tober 
2010

Fac e pa inting – Blac k 
Swan 



Common questions

• Will mosquitoes be a  p rob lem?

• Will the wetlands be sa fe?
• Who ma inta ins the site?


