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BACKGROUND INFORMATION — ORIGINAL CANBERRA AERODROME

Image 5: Aircraft crash - DH9 aircraft, serial A6-28, which crashed at the original Canberra Aerodrome on 11
February 1926 (NAA: A3560, 438).
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Image 6: Aircraft crash - DH9 aircraft, serial A6-28, which crashed at the original Canberra Aerodrome on 11
February 1926 (NAA: A3560, 439).

Image 7: Aircraft crash - DH9 aircraft, serial A6-28, which crashed at the original Canberra Aerodrome on 11
February 1926 (NAA: A3560, 440)
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Image 9: Possible remnant of Lockspit A (provided as an attachment to the nomination)
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Decision to move aerodrome from original location

Advocate (Burnie, Tas. : 1890 - 1954), Canberra Aerodrome — New Site Selected, Wednesday 10 November 1926, page 1. http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-
article67539915

Age (Melbourne, Vic. : 1854 - 1954), Royal Visit — Defence Plans — Large Force to Concentrate at Canberra, Wednesday 10 November 1926, page 10.
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article202198012

Argus (Melbourne, Vic. : 1848 - 1957), New Aerodrome at Canberra, Wednesday 10 November 1926, page 29. http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-
article3820265

Canberra Times (ACT : 1926 - 1995), Aerodrome for Canberra — New Site Chosen, Thursday 11 November 1926, page 1. http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-
article1208517

Canberra Times (ACT : 1926 - 1995), Canberra’s Aerodrome — Arrangements for Royal Visit, Thursday 13 January 1927, page 1.
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article1210178

Daily Telegraph (Launceston, Tas. : 1883 - 1928), Aerodrome Site — Selection at Canberra, Wednesday 10 November 1926, page 5.
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article153747486

Daily Telegraph (Launceston, Tas. : 1883 - 1928), News Summary, Wednesday 10 November 1926, page 1. http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-
article153747368

Daily Telegraph (Sydney, NSW : 1883 - 1930), Royal Visit Plans — Elaborate Combined Welcome — By Navy, Army and Air Force, Wednesday 10
November 1926, page 1 http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article245911464

Examiner (Launceston, Tas. : 1900 - 1954), The Federal Capital, Tuesday 20 October 1925, page 4. http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article91688820

Telegraph (Brisbane, Qld. : 1872 - 1947), Opening Canberra — Defence Department Plans — Combined Camp, Wednesday 10 November 1926, page 9.
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article179576236

Week (Brisbane, Qld. : 1876 - 1934), Opening Canberra — Defence Department Plans — Combined Camp, Friday 19 November 1926, page 14.
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article181461880
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Assessment priorities 2020/21

KEY THEMES
Precincts
Historic
Large Building/Commercial/Church
Aboriginal
. Assessment .
Place/Object . Appeal Risk Notes Status
Priority
Register Taskforce has given agreement for the progression of an
Tim Beard's Station Site Low unknown 8l siv g. . . ,P 8 _I SoR 2020
SoR based on lack of available historical information
Margaret Shumack's School Sampler Low Low Detailed nomiantion with low appeal risk Nominated - assessment active
Original Canberra Aerodrome Remnants Low High Detailed nomiantion and archeological survey material available Nominated - assessment active
Medium - devel t Council to contribute to assessment and community/owner
7 Juad Place (R =SB R Medium-High und o . i Nominated - assessment active
pressure consultation. House recently re-sold
Medium - possibly some
Majura House development pressure in the future - Low Owners supportive of heritage listing Nominated
ACT Government Eastern Broadacre
Low Low Linda R to assist with background information if capacity exists Nominated

Ashton Homestead

Medium - some development

High - private owners, commercial, in the

Decision to be made after final registration of Civic Square Precinct

Provisional Registration 2020

Cinema Centre .
pressure city

Belconnen Library Low Unknown - ACT Government asset Minimal information available Nominated

Macedonian Church Low Medium SOR decision 17 September 2020 SoR 2020

Civic Square

High - development
pressure/community expectation

medium-high - city-centre asset with
multiple lessees

Final Registration decision 17 Septmber 2020

Registration

Kingston Shops

High - development
Pressure/community expectation

medium-high - inner Canberra asset with
multiple lessees

A nent underway. C ity and development pressure and a
lack of certainty for | and building s led to this
nomination becoming active in 2018.

Nominated - assessment active

Forrest Townhouses

Low - medium (community interest)

medium - owners may support listing but
may require prescriptive guidelines

25% of the remaining nominations list comprises private residences
that have been nominated for over 10 years. To progress the
nominations list and provide certainty for owners, these places must
be assessed even though they represent high appeal risks. ACT
Heritage also receives frequent enquiries from the National Trust
about the status of the individual nomination for this place.

Nominated - assessment active

Detailed and complete nomination with land owner support

Provisional Registration 2021

Mt Majura Stone Axe

High - Aboriginal heritage place

Ginninderra Creek Corroboree Ground Cultural Gathering Place High - Aboriginal heritage place Low
BPAD1 (High density Artefact Site) High - Aboriginal heritage place Low Public Land Nominated - assessment active
Low Public Land Nominated




NOMINATIONS ARRANGED BY THEME/TYPE

Brick Banks' at Erindale Skatepark Historic
Ashton Homestead Historic
Gladefield Homestead Historic

Historical Railway Objects

Historic — Issues with lack
of information

NSW/ACT Border Markers

Very Large project (years)
in progress

Travelling Stock Route

Very Large project (years)
in progress

Canberra’s Pre-cast Concrete Bus Shelters Historic
Canber.ra Fire Museum Large Technology Object Historic
Collection

Original Canberra Aerodrome Remnants Historic
Margaret Shumack’s Stone Hut School Sampler Historic
Kingston Chambers Historic

NATURAL NOMINATIONS POSSIBLE
HERITAGE/CULTURAL VALUES

Stirling Park

Nominated for natural
values, but may have
crossover cultural and/or
historic values

Cotter dam, parts of the reserve and suspension
bridge

Nominated for natural
values, but may have
crossover cultural and/or
historic values

Bogong Moth (Agrostis infusa) rock shelter
aestivation sites

Nominated for natural
values, but may have
crossover cultural and/or
historic values

Cotter Reserve environs

Nominated for natural
values, but may have
crossover cultural and/or
historic values

Casuarina Sands

Nominated for natural
values, but may have
crossover cultural and/or
historic values

Namadgi National Park

Nominated for natural
values, but may have
crossover cultural and/or
historic values

Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve

Nominated for natural
values, but may have
crossover cultural and/or
historic values

Traditional Nesting Sites of Peregrine Falcons

Natural — may have values,
unclear whether place is a
section 42A decision.




Roche House, Deakin

2019 — Nomination Form

e 2012 — Nomination Form

L8 TR GRS 2014 — Nomination Form

BPAD1 2012 (Navin Officer —
Nomination Form)

Hume 5 2011 CHMA — Nomination
Form

GNST1 Scarred Tree 2015 — Nomination Form

Greek Orthodox Church 2012 According to HERO

NSW/ACT Border Markers

2015 — Nomination Form




Heritage Council - Questions and Answers - Original Canberra Aerodrome

Why has the Heritage Council decided not to heritage list the Original
Canberra Aerodrome?

e The Original Canberra Aerodrome (the Aerodrome) does not meet the
heritage significance criteria as set out in the Heritage Act 2004 (the
Heritage Act) to the high thresholds needed to be provisionally
registered.

e The ACT Heritage Council (the Council) has thoroughly considered
arguments for and against registration and hopes that this decision will
provide certainty for owners and land managers.

e The Council is made up of experts in heritage disciplines, including
history, archaeology, urban planning, architecture, and Aboriginal
culture.

Why didn’t the Aerodrome meet the criteria in the Heritage Act?

e The Council considers that the known physical remnants are too
fragmentary to meet the criteria for heritage listing.

e The physical remains have been significantly disturbed, removed or
destroyed over the years.

e Consequently, there are no evident remains of the central ring marker,
nor three of the four lockspits.

e Only one lockspit fragment possibly remains, but its provenance is not
certain. There are no other known remains at present.

Isn’t there intangible heritage at the former Aerodrome location, or at least
at the site of the crash?

e The Aerodrome is does not fall under the UNESCO definition of
intangible cultural heritage, which is considered to consist of non-
physical intellectual wealth.



Heritage Council - Questions and Answers - Original Canberra Aerodrome

e Folklore, customs, beliefs, traditions, and language are considered to fall
under the category of intangible cultural heritage.

What about the historical importance of the Aerodrome?

e Heritage listing is one way to recognise the historical importance of a
place. Outside of heritage listing, there are other ways to recognise the
role a place or object has played in the history of the ACT.

e |Interpretation is one way to recognise the importance of a place, and
10 April 2021 will see the official unveiling of Canberra Tracks signage
recognising the Aerodrome’s history.

e The Council also understands that ACT Community Services Directorate
intends to recognise the Aerodrome remnants as part of its design of the
Dickson Common Ground development.

What can | do if | don’t agree with the Council’s decision?

e The decision not to provisionally register is a non-reviewable decision
under the Heritage Act, which means that it cannot be challenged in the
ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal.

e There is no public consultation process associated with such a decision.

e While there are circumstances where a place could be re-nominated, the
Council can only accept an additional nomination if it demonstrates
substantial new grounds for registration.

e |tisimportant to note, that even when a place is listed on the Register,
heritage listing does not prevent change or prohibit development.

e One of the objects of the Heritage Act is to provide a system integrated
with land planning and development.

e Heritage listing would require consideration of impacts on potential
heritage values as part of the development application process, which
has already occurred in the context of the Dickson Common Ground
Development.



Minister Vassarotti — Questions and Answers - Original Canberra Aerodrome

Why has the Heritage Council decided not to heritage list the Original
Canberra Aerodrome?

e The ACT Heritage Council (the Council) is an independent statutory
decision making body.

e As Minister for Heritage, | do not have a role in a decision not to heritage
list a place or object, as a decision of this nature is one of the functions
of the Council.

e The Council is made up of experts in heritage disciplines, including
history, archaeology, urban planning, architecture, and Aboriginal
culture.

e The Council has thoroughly considered arguments for and against
registration and hopes that this decision will provide certainty for
owners and land managers.

e The Original Canberra Aerodrome (the Aerodrome) does not meet the
heritage significance criteria as set out in the Heritage Act 2004 (the
Heritage Act) to the high thresholds needed to be provisionally
registered.

Why didn’t the Aerodrome meet the criteria in the Heritage Act?

The Council considers that the known physical remnants are too
fragmentary to meet the criteria for heritage listing.

e The physical remains have been significantly disturbed, removed or
destroyed over the years.

e Consequently, there are no evident remains of the central ring marker,
nor three of the four lockspits.

e Only one lockspit fragment possibly remains, but its provenance is not
certain. There are no other known remains at present.



Minister Vassarotti — Questions and Answers - Original Canberra Aerodrome

Isn’t there intangible heritage at the former Aerodrome location, or at least
at the site of the crash?

e The Aerodrome is does not fall under the UNESCO definition of
intangible cultural heritage, which is considered to consist of non-
physical intellectual wealth.

e Folklore, customs, beliefs, traditions, and language are considered to fall
under the category of intangible cultural heritage.

What about the historical importance of the Aerodrome?

e Heritage listing is one way to recognise the historical importance of a
place. Outside of heritage listing, there are other ways to recognise the
role a place or object has played in the history of the ACT.

e Interpretation is one way to recognise the importance of a place, and
10 April 2021 will see the official unveiling of Canberra Tracks signage
recognising the Aerodrome’s history.

e |tis also understood that ACT Community Services Directorate intends to
recognise the Aerodrome remnants as part of its design of the Dickson
Common Ground development.

What can | do if | don’t agree with the Council’s decision?

e The decision not to provisionally register is a non-reviewable decision
under the Heritage Act, which means that it cannot be challenged in the
ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal.

e There is no public consultation process associated with such a decision.
e While there are circumstances where a place could be re-nominated, the
Council can only accept an additional nomination if it demonstrates

substantial new grounds for registration.

e |tisimportant to note, that even when a place is listed on the Register,
heritage listing does not prevent change or prohibit development.



Minister Vassarotti — Questions and Answers - Original Canberra Aerodrome

One of the objects of the Heritage Act is to provide a system integrated
with land planning and development.

Heritage listing would require consideration of impacts on potential
heritage values as part of the development application process, which
has already occurred in the context of the Dickson Common Ground
Development.



Swetekelly, Maryclare

From: Chaston, Daisy

Sent: Thursday, 1 April 2021 2:51 PM

To: Jans, Edwina; Swetekelly, Maryclare; Lulic, Adriana; Hekimian, Richard

Cc: Russell, Meaghan

Subject: FW: Decision of the ACT Heritage Council - Original Canberra Aerodrome Remnants
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

OFFICIAL

Hi team just fyi this email has been sent out just now. Council members have Q and A’s, and some are on their way
to the Minister. Comms have also been advised.

Daisy Chaston | Manager | Registrations

Phone: 6207 7379 | Email: daisy.chaston@act.gov.au

ACT Heritage | Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development | ACT Government
480 Northbourne Avenue | Dickson | GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601
Www.environment.act.gov.au

@@EnvironPIan @ facebook.com/EnvironPlan

From: Chaston, Daisy

Sent: Thursday, 1 April 2021 2:49 PM

To: info@nationaltrustact.org.au; raaf3squadron@yahoo.com.au

Cc:

Subject: Decision of the ACT Heritage Council - Original Canberra Aerodrome Remnants

OFFICIAL
Dear Gary and

This is an informal notice to advise that, at its meeting of today, 1 April 2021, the ACT Heritage Council decided not
to provisionally register the Original Canberra Aerodrome Remnants, Dickson. The decision will be formally notified
next week, at which time a copy of the decision will be publicly available. As interested persons you will also receive
formal notification within 15 working days, which will include a copy of the decision. While further details are
forthcoming, the decision summary will be:

The presence of the Original Canberra Aerodrome that was previously located in the present-day suburb of Dickson is
of historical note, as the first official aviation facility in the ACT and the location of Canberra’s first air fatalities.
However, the physical remains have been significantly disturbed, removed or destroyed over the years. Consequently,
there are no evident remains of the central ring marker, nor three of the four lockspits. Only one lockspit fragment
potentially remains, but its provenance is not certain. The Heritage Council considers that the known physical
remnants are too fragmentary to meet the criteria for heritage listing.

Kind regards

Daisy Chaston

Daisy Chaston | Manager | Registrations
Phone: 6207 7379 | Email: daisy.chaston@act.gov.au




ACT Heritage | Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development | ACT Government
480 Northbourne Avenue | Dickson | GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601
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ACT Access ..

Govemment Can berrq .

Request to Publish Public Notice Online - Submission confirmation

Your submission has been successful. Please keep a copy of this receipt for your records.

Date and time Reference code

06 Apr2021 3:40:49 PM ZV SNKJ

$formProperties['FollowUpDetails']

Digital and Design GPO Box 158 Phone: 13 22 81
Canberra ACT 2601

Request to Publish Public Notice Online

Authorising officer

Name *
Daisy Chaston

Email *
daisy.chaston@act.gov.au

Directorate or PATOC *

Environment, Planning and Sustainable
Development Directorate

Notice details

Title of Public Notice *
Decisions under the ACT Heritage Act 2004 made on 1 April 2021
Notifying Body *
ACT Heritage Council
Legislation (full title of Act) *
Heritage Act 2004
Legislation URL *
https://www.legislation.act.gov.au/a/2004-57/
Notifiable/Disallowable instrument *
@ Yes O No
Notifiable/disallowable instrument number *

See attached



Topics *

Arts, culture and tourism

City Services

Education and learning

Emergency services and public safety
Environment and heritage
Government

Housing

Law and order

Sport, leisure and parks

Waste and recycling

000000000

Public Notice content

000000000

Business

Community and family
Electoral

Employment

Event planning

Health

Land, planning and building
Pets and wildlife

Transport, roads and traffic

Public Notice content can be provided either in plain text or as an uploaded document below. The notice should include the
notice content, contact officer, how to make an objection and closing date if applicable.

Additional notice text is optional. Where no notice text is provided, standard text will be used, accompanied by a link to the

instrument on the ACT Legislation Register.

Public Notice content

You may attach the Public Notice content
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