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Cultural significance relates to an object's aesthetic, historic, secientific or social value for
past, preseni and future generations. The process of establishing the cultural significance of a
place requires the assessment of cultural significance and the preparation of a statement of
significance.

ASSESSMENT OF CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

When assessing these places for cultural significance, atiributes concerning their quality, rarity
or representativeness should be taken into account . The places rnay exemplify a way of life,
technology or function ne longer practised or becoming rare; possess strong associations with
important persons or symbolism an event or a social era; represent major creative and/or
technical achievements; exhibit significant townscape valuss, or preserve humanly modified
landscapes. Integrity of a place will be assessed by the application of the following criteria.

Criterion _A: the degree to which it displays technical and/or creative
excellence,

Criterion _B: the degree to which it symbselizes a way of life, laste,
custom process or funclion.

Criterion C: Its role as an Important prototype which Influenced later
developments.

Criterlon _D: Its role as the only known, or onily reasonably Intact
example in the ACT area, or as a representatlve example of its typs.

Criterfon E: Hs associatlon with an Important figure or figures, event
or events, development or cultural phase.

Criterlon F: i1s role as a component of a natural or cuiturallandscape
{Including rural, townscape and streeiscape)displaying consistency in
materials, form and scale and/or enhancing Iis setting and contributing
to its setting.

Criterion G: its role as a spiritual place.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
This statement is a summary of why the place is of value and will indicate the results of the
application of the above criteria.

ITS DEMOSTRATES A WAY OF LIFE, TABTE, CUSTOM, FPROCESS AND FUNCTION OF
FARTICULAR INTEREST. FURTHER IT IS8 FART OF THE DUNTROON PROPERTY .
COMPLEY OF ROBERT CAMPEEILLE ESTATE IN CANBERRA.

THE COTTAGE IS8 ONE OF THE FEW STONE BUILDINGS OF ITS TVH SERVANTS
RUAR S 0OF & LARGE AGRICULTURAL ESTATE, THAT HAS SURVIVEJ THE
CONSOLLIDATION OF SOUATTOCRACY WHICH WAS & VITAL PART OF MID 127TH CENT.
H LIA, IT REFRESENTS A CONTIMUAL WORHING FARM (ALTHOUGH ORIG

INALLY MOT INDEFENDANT AS IT IS TODAY) FOR APPROXIMATELY 130 YEARS AND
AS. SUCH IS THE OQLDEST IN THE ACT AND ONE OF THE FEW THAT MAINTAINED

i s
SUCH A R




ACT HERITAGE TASK FORCE

RECOMMENDATION TO INCLUDE PLACES IN AN ACT
HERITAGE REGISTER

ACT Heritage Committee
Interim Territory Planning Authority

The Heritage Task Force has examined the following places
against the ACT Heritage Committee - Criteria for Assessment
of Places in Heritage Sensitive Areas (14 April 1989) and
recommends that you consider them for inclusion in the ACT
Heritage Register.

The Task Force recommends to the Interim Territory Planning
Authority that, where a place listed below is endorsed by the
ACT Heritage Committee for inclusion in an ACT Heritage
Register, that the Territory Plan include that place as a
heritage place and that it be subject to such conditions as
are required by the ACT Heritage Committee.

The letters A-G against each place correspond to the criteria
considered applicable to its registration:

Place Criteria
"Majura House and outbuildings”;
B.F.

(Block 135 Majura).

ITPA/HRTGE 125/P, COHEN: AO
10 August 1989




CITATION FOR ASSESSMENT FOR THE
NATIONAL TRUST OF AUSTRALIA (ACT)

PRELIMINARY DRAFT CITATION

MAJURA VALLEY

ASSESSED BY: Classification Committee of the National Trust of Australia (ACT)

STATUS OF PLACE AT NOMINATION: Nil, though several sites within the Valley have heritage
status.
Duntroon Woolshed: Classified by the National Trust of Australia (ACT)
Interim Heritage Places Register (ACT Government)
Register of the National Estate
Woolshed Creek Fossil Site: Classified by the National Trust of Australia (ACT)
Interim Heritage Places Register (ACT Government)
Register of the National Estate

Redwood Grove Park: Classified by the National Trust of Australia (ACT)
Register of the National Estate

Majura House: Classified by the National Trust of Australia (ACT)
Register of the National Estate

Air Disaster Memorial Classified by the National Trust of Australia (ACT)

A.C.T. Leasehold Land

LOCATION OF PLACE:
The area is bounded by:
- on the east, the catchment of Woolshed Creek
- on the north by the Federal Highway
- on the west by the catchment of Woolshed Creek
- on the south by Fairbairn and Pialligo Roads

DESCRIPTION OF PLACE:

For this citation the Valley begins where Majura Road intersects the Federal Highway. Here the
valley is narrow, confined by Mt Majura (W) and Greenwood Hill (E). Southward the Valley widens
until it attains 8.5kms width at the point where Majura Road crosses Woolshed Creek. The vista there
takes Mt Ainslie to the west, the Tinderry ranges and Pialligo to the south and gently undulating
cleared land to the east. The width of the Valley is maintained to Fairbaim and Pialligo Avenues
which serve as the southern boundary of the area of this study. At Fairbairn Avenue the RMC Complex
is hidden behind a grove of well developed trees.

Most of the Valley is cleared rural land. There is a substantial native forest area on Greenwood Hill
which straddles the ACT/NSW border, though the vegetation and landscape patterns of Mts Majura
and Ainslie are partly the result of plantings made early this century.

Exotic trees are scattered around the Valley and small plantings are located around homestead or ruin
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sites. There are commercial plantings of Pinus radiata in the SE and NW. The Air Disaster Memorial
(Block 602; 5 on map) is located within the SE plantation with access from Pialligo Avenue. The
Redwood Grove (Blocks 108 & 245 Majura: 4 on map) also address Pialligo Avenue. These plantings give
the appearance of native forest.

The greater part of the eastern side of the Valley is occupied by the Commonwealth. The sites which
severely compromise the integrity of the Valley include RAAF Gunnery Range, Federal Police Training
Area, RMC Firing Range and Canberra Airport (as can be seen on map). However, The Willows,
Avonley and Gladfield holdings remain in the north and between the airport and the S.E. pine
plantation, two grazing properties remain, Dundee and Malcolm Vale. A section of S.W. comner is also
under Commonwealth usage as RMC Manoeuvre Area and part of this area lies within the city
boundaries.

On the western side the land is mainly utilised for grazing and hobby farms and there are structures
(houses, farm buildings, fences and dams) linked to these land uses, including Dove Cottage, Majura
House and Cherryburn. '

The valley is bisected North-South by Majura Road, which is soon to be upgraded to a dual
carriageway, a co-axial cable runs across the north west section of the Valley, and a major gas link is on
the western side, linking Fyshwick and Dickson. These intrusions detract markedly on the visual
integrity of the Valley.

There are sites of acknowledged heritage significance within the valley, being:

Woolshed Creek Fossil Site | onmap
Duntroon Woolshed 2
Majura House 3
Redwood Grove Park 4
Air Disaster Memorial 5

In addition to these sites several other sites of significance have been identified within the Valley.

Fossil Soil Sequence, Northcott Drive (Road corridor adjacent to Block 22, Majura)™ 6
Woolshed Geomorphological Site (Block 151, Majura AFP Training Centre) 7
Remains of Stone Cottage & Associated Ruins, Woolshed Creek (Block 151, Majura) 8
Stone Ruins (Block 151, Majura) 9

Native Grasslands 10
Avonley Woolshed (Block 48) . 11
Gladefield Huts (Block 51, Majura) 12
Aboriginal Artefact Scatters Round Gladefield (Block 57, Majura) 13
Majura Church/Community Hall 14
Malcolm Vale 15
Remembrance Avenue & Air Force Memorial (Block 217, Majura) 16
BACKGROUND:

Majura Valley was occupied by employees of Robert Campbell of Duntroon in 1825. Campbell was
granted 4,000 acres (then described as Section 58) as compensation for the loss of his ship “Sydney”
whilst it was on charter to colonial authorities. Later a further 1,000 acres (previously Section 181) was
added to this grant. On the second grant of land, a farm worker’s cottage and outbuildings now known as

Majura House was built in 1850. Additional land was purchased, mainly along the Molonglo River and
" the southern end of the Valley. Duntroon Woolshed was built on Section 98, a purchase adjacent to
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Section 181. The bulk of the Valley was in the ownership of the Campbell family, officially or
unofficially, and these holdings together with leases and other considerable runs, made Duntroon the
largest pastoral enterprise of the region.

The empire was run from Duntroon Homestead. The Campbell family who pursued a policy of assisted
passage for Scots immigrants with farming knowledge, gradually settled station employees within the
Valley on small holdings (Majura House is an example, as is Mugga Mugga, Blundell’s Cottage and
Woden Homestead south of the Valley). Employees housed on Duntroon Estate were given 2 acres of
land which they were encouraged to cultivate for their own benefit or keep a few animals. By the mid
1850s there were 22 men employed and the total population of the Valley was approximately 50 people
(Darmody, p.7). They formed a complete and self-sufficient community presided over by a kindly
patriarch. It is claimed that Gaelic was still spoken in the Valley ¢1900.

When the Robertson Land Acts were introduced in 1861, many of the Duntroon employees selected land
including Darmody, McIntosh, Sheedy, O'Keefe’s, O'Rourke families and for the most part ceased to be
employees of the Campbells.

As more and more land was alienated during the last decades of the nineteenth century an independent
community began to develop in the valley and the focus moved away from Duntroon Homestead. The
census of 1891 revealed a population of 393 with 83 dwellings n(National Trust files) being the sixth
largest population in the Queanbeyan district. By then farming was not the sole preoccupation of the
valley. Darmody, ran a butchery from his section at “The Pines’ (Darmody p23) and Walter McIntosh
ran a successful blacksmithing and wheelwright business from Gladesfield from 1890’s - 1920's.

The free selection era in the valley ended with the declaration of the area as the seat of Federal
Government and the subsequent selection of Duntroon as the site of the Royal Military College. The
Duntroon Estate (30457 acres) was officially rezoned by the Commonwealth in 1912, and the fate of the
selections around Duntroon varied. Some families leased the land back and for example the O’Rourke
family who held “The Willows” from 1861 - 1985 and the Mayo family who occupied Majura House for
140 years till 1981 (Trust files). '

Vegetational changes had occurred also within theValley, particularly due to grazing , clearing,
rabbits and the inevitable periods of drought. Under Thomas Weston the National Capital’s Officer in
Charge ofAfforestation 20,500 plants were introduced onto the nearly bare Mt Ainslie and Mt Majura.
These plantings, plus the natural regeneration of grazing and disturbed lands, have led to the present
vegetation patterns. e

A second conscious attempt to change the landscape of the valley was felt when in 1918 at the insistence
of Walter Burley Griffin, Thomas Weston planted 120,000 redwoods at the southern end of the Valley
Weston knew the Canberra climate was unsuitable to the Sequoia sempervirens and sequoliadenron

gigabteiun and of the original planting only 500 of the trees remain. The plantation is now used as a
public recreation area.

European settlement markedly changed the vegetation patterns along the valley floor. Before the
1820's the Majura Valley was predominantly grassland, merging with open grassy woodland and forest
on the steeper slopes. Today only approximately 200 ha of this grassland survives (marked 10 on map).
200 ha approximately located along the northern , southern and eastern boundaries of the airport and
2. 9ha approximately located on the western sides below Campbell Park offices.

Within these native grassland several threatened species and some regionally uncommon species have
been identified.

Tympanocryptis Lineata Pinguicolla (eastern lined earless dragon) - listed as endangered
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within the ACT, and nationally as vulnerable. Available information suggests that this species is
restricted to 10 sites in Australia (A Langston, thesis in preparation, University of Canberra April
1996)

Delam impar (striped legless lizard). This is listed nationally vulnerable and as a vulnerable
species in the ACT.

Rutidosis leptorrhynchoides (button wrinklewort). This species is listed as nationally
endangered and endangered in the ACT.

Cooraboorama Canberrae (Canberra wood cricket). Little is known about this species but it is
considered to be threatened.
Uncommon species found in the Valley include Swainsona sericea, Brachycome heterodonta and several
orchids. Research work on all of these species is proceeding, with particular emphasis on distribution,
population and habitat.

“On the basis of the threatened and uncommon species at the site, the diversity of vegetation at the
site and the extent of grassland, the area of natural temperate grassland in the western Majura Valley
is considered to be one of the best remaining temperate grasslands of its kind in Australia. Natural
temperate grasslands have been listed as an endangered community in the ACT, and will be nominated
nationally once the process of listing communities is underway. They are considered the most
threatened community in Australia.”(from a paper supplied by Sarah Sharpe, Grasslands Project
Officer, Department of Parks and Conservation, ACT Government in April 1996).

Geological sites within the valley demonstrate different aspects if the history of the area and the
ways in which natural features develop in the long and short term.

The fossil soil sequence on Northcott Drive (Sites of Significance p12ff.) is located in the erosion gully
of “an ephemeral stream draining eastwards from Mt Ainslie”. At least five fossil soils (palaeosols)
are exposed along the stream bed. The site demonstrates “..complex weathering stages that have
accompanied long-term landscape evolution in the region...It may represent the most complex soil
sequence in the Canberra area.” (Sites of significance p.12). The site is important for students of earth
science studying landform development. )

The Woolshed Creek geomorphological site (Heritage of the ACT p32) illustrates how watercourses
have changed as a result of European settlement and poor land use policies. Before European settlement
of the Creek was a swampy valley with a “chain of ponds” form, a series of deep pools connected by
marshy seepage channels. Other equivalent alluvial valleys close to Canberra have been modified by
engineering works and “... this site provides a clear illustration of longer and shorter term hydraulic
changes”. (Site of Significance p.11).

The Woolshed Creek Fossil Site has both historical and geological significance. In the 1870’s the
Reverend W.B. Clarke collected fossils from this site, the first recorded Silurian fossils found in
Australia. The fossils are brachiopods, mainly Atrypa dunnroonensis, and the site has become “ the
type locality for this species” (Heritage of the ACT p.32).

ANALYSIS AGAINST THE CRITERIA SPECIFIED IN SCHEDULE 2 OF THE LAND (PLANNING
AND ENVIRONMENT) ACT 1991:

Criterion (i): A place which demonstrates a high degree of technical and/or creative
achievement, by showing qualities of innovation or departure or representing a
new achievement of its time.

- Criterion (ii): A place which exhibits outstanding design or aesthetic qualities valued by the
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Criterion (iii):

Criterion (iv):

Criterion (v):

Criterion (vi):

Criterion (vii):

Criterion (viii):

Criterion (ix):

Criterion (x):

community or a cultural group.

A place which demonstrates a distinctive way of life, taste, tradition, religion,
land use, custom, process, design or function which is no longer practised, is in
danger of being lost, or is of exceptional interest.

Although the Majura Valley contains significant elements of a built heritage
from convict, pastoral, free selection and Commonwealth era and admirably
demonstrates changes over the passage of time it is not considered to
sufficiently satisfy this citation.

A place which is highly valued by the community or a cultural group for
reasons of strong or special religious, spiritual, cultural, educational or social
associations.

A place which is the only known or only comparatively intact example of its
type.

A place which is a notable example of a class of natural or cultural places or
landscapes and which demonstrates the principle characteristics of that class.

A place which has strong or special associations with a person, group, event,
development or cultural phase which piayed a significant part in local or
national history.

The Valley has association with early landholding Campbell family, the
early selectors, and slight association with the work of Burley Griffin and
Weston in landscape terms, but these associations are not considered sufficient
to meet the threshold.

A place which represents the evolution of a natural landscape, including
significant geological features, landforms, biota or natural processes.

Within theValley there are several sites of heritage significance, Woolshed
Creek Site, Fossil soil sequence and the remnant grasslands which illustrate
evolution of natural landscape. However, it is not considered that the Valley
fulfils this criterion sufficiently.

A place which is a significant habitat or locality for the life cycle of native
species; for rare, endangered or uncommon species; for species at the limits of
their natural range; or for distinct occurrences of species.

The Grasslands within the Valley does serve as habitat to a number of
endangered and threatened species. However, this does not warrant the
classification of the entire valley.

A place which exhibits unusual richness, diversity or significant transition of
flora, fauna or natural landscapes and their elements.

Whilst the 209 ha of Majura Grasslands contain a rich and diverse mixture of
flora and fauna, making it one of the best remaining grasslands in Australia it
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does not justify classification of the entire valley.

Criterion (xi): A place which demonstrates a likelihood of providing information which will
contribute significantly to a wider understanding of natural or cultural history,
by virtue if its use as a research site, teaching site, type locality or benchmark
site.

Although the geological sites, and the Majura grasslands constitute important

teaching and type locality sites there is not sufficient justification to classify
the whole valley.

CONCLUSION:

Despite the undoubted heritage significance of several of the sites within theValley, theValley itself
lacks sufficient integrity to adequately meet the criteria set for classification. In addition its overall
aesthetic value has been severely compromised by intrusion of roads, gas lines, noise, and by
government acquisition and use of the former small landholdings.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:

CONSERVATION POLICY:

SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS:

RECOMMENDATIONS:

L, The Majura Valley not be classified and that it should be removed from the ACT Government’s
indicative list . In preference, individual sites of heritage significance should be identified and
classified.

2. The following sites remain classified by the Trust and on the ACT Government’s indicative list
WOOLSHED CREEK FOSSIL SITE AND ADJACENT CUTTING - 1
Location - Bed of Woolshed Creek north of Fairbairn Avenue Bridge and an adjacent road
cutting.

History - A small area of fossiliferous mudstone within the Canberra Formation crops out in the
bed of Woolshed Creek. The fossils are preserved on steeply dipping bedding surfaces on a
cleaved olive-grey mudstone. The dominant fossils are brachiopods, principally the species
Atrypa duntroonensis. Original shell of fossils is preserved rather than the more normal moulds
of fossils.

In the adjacent cutting was exposed a dipping sequence of ashstone and tuffaceous sandstone.
These rock units overlie fossiliferous mudstone.

Significance - Woolshed Creek site is of considerable scientific and historical value. The
locality discovered in 1878 by the Rev. W.B.Clarke was the first Silurian fossil site discovered
in Australia. It is the type locality of several species of fossils.

DUNTROON WOOLSHED 2



Location - Woolshed Creek, Pialligo

History - Originally on Robert Campbell’s estate. Completed circa 1870. The barn and
woolshed was constructed in three stages, a stone block circa 1840, then a stone addition and
finally a large a large two-storey brick structure incorporating as loft. Features include heavy,
hand worked timber beams and trusses and a central cast iron column.

Significance - A major complex of the Duntroon Estate, dating from the early Victorian era, the
woolshed demonstrated the sequence of construction methods used in the mid 19th century.

MAJURA HOUSE AND OUTBUILDINGS ' 3
Location - Majura Lane Pialligo

History - Originally on Robert Campbell’s Estate. Erected ¢ 1850. The farm worker’s cottage, of
the stone and slabs with an iron roof (originally shingled), has as outbuildings an open slab barn
and a one-stand shearing shed.

Significance - The cottage is one of the few stone buildings of its type which has survived the
consolidation of the squattocracty during the 19th century. It is probably the oldest farm
complex.in the Territory still in its original use.

REDWOOD GROVE PARK t
Location - At the eastern end of the Canberra Airport with access from the Canberra-
Queanbeyan Road.

History - The plantation of Californian Redwood (Sequoia sempervirens) and Californian big
tree (Sequoiadebndron giganteum). was established by Charles Weston at the direction of
Walter Burley Griffin between 1919 - 20. More than 120,000 trees were planted. Canberra’s dry
conditions without the cool fogs of the natural habitat of these species resulted in many deaths.
However the remainder are now carefully tendered in Redwook Park Grove. The maturing
remnant grove has created an environment

Significance - The plantation is a fascinating attempt to establish a plantation of North
American Redwoods in Australia.

AIR DISASTER MEMORIAL 5
Location - Fairbairn Pine Plantation, off Pialligo Avenue

History - The large granite monolith is supported by two smaller stones to form a cairmn. A
plaque, centrally placed in the cairn, bears the names of those who died in the aircraft disaster.
Significance - The Memorial has historic significance, marking the spot of one of Australia’s
national war-time disasters. It also commemorates the untimely deaths of the Chief
Administrators of Australia’s war effort.

It is also recommended that the following sites be investigated.

FOSSIL SITE SEQUENCE, NORTHCOTT DRIVE (6)
Geomophological site, displaying soil profiles in cross section - five fossil soils are exposed at
intervals along the gully. NCDC Sites of Significance p.13

WOOLSHED CREEK GEOMOPHOLOGIAL SITE (7)
The site demonstrates clear illustration of long and short term hydrologic changes. NCDC Sites
of Significance p.11

WOOLSHED CREEK RUINS (8
The run up a small stone cottage and lime stone wells footbridge and fruit trees. Currently under
investigation by Marianne Moss for National Trust of Australia (ACT.) NCDC Sites of
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Significance p.5

STONE RUIN SITE (9)
Listed as Block 42 on ACT Government’s Indicative Heritage Places List. House site marked by
2 earth mounds and trees and possibly childs grave. Rated high significance Preliminary

Cultural Resource Survey p.14 . Currently under investigation by Marianne Moss for the
National Trust of Australia (ACT) . .

NATURAL TEMPERATE GRASSLANDS (10)

These grasslands are a significant habitat for a number of endangered and threatened species.
These include

Typmanocryptis Lineata Piguvicolla

Delmar I[mpar

Symemon Plana

Cooraboorama Canberrae

Rutidosis Leptorrhynchoides

Several uncommon species also occur on site (Sharpe)

AVONLEY WOOLSHED (11)
Located 150m south of present Avonley homestead, it served as a local shearing shed in the

Majura Valley since late 19 century. Rated moderate to high significance. Preliminary Cultural
Resource Survey p.23

GLADESFIELD HUTS (12)
The homestead complex consists of four dwellings - the oldest of which appear to be two slab

huts adjacent to each other on L shaped formation rated high significance preliminary Cultural
Resource Survey p.25

ABORIGINAL ARTIFACT SCATTER (13)

3 small artifact scatters located within vicinity of 400m along the west bank of the creek
thought possibly to be representative portions of one large site area.

MAJURA CHURCH/COMMUNITY HALL (14)
Located eastern side of Avonley Road the pise structure with a corrugated iron rodf and small
fibro extension rated moderate to high significance preliminary Cultural Resource Survey p.24

MALCOLM VALE (15)
Listed as Block 102 on ACT Government's Indicative Heritage Places List.

TREES OF REMEMBRANCE PLANTING AND RAAF MEMORIAL (16)
Junction of Majura and Federal Highway



SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS

1. THAT MAJURA VALLEY NOT BE CLASSIFIED AS OF HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE IN ITS
ENTIRETY - ONLY INDIVIDUAL SITES WITHIN THE VALLEY SHOULD BE CLASSIFIED

2. THAT THE FIVE SITES ALREADY CLASSIFIED BY THE TRUST REMAIN CLASSIFIED.

3. THAT A FURTHER ELEVEN INDIVIDUAL SITES BE INVESTIGATED BY THE TRUST BY
PLACING THEM ON THE WORK PROGRAMME

4. THAT ADVICE BE SENT IMMEDIATELY TO ACT HERITAGE THAT THE TRUST WISHES
TO NOMINATE THE NATURAL TEMPERATE GRASSLAND AREA TO THE INDICATIVE
LIST OF THE HERITAGE PLACES REGISTER

REFERENCES:

Files:

Canberra and District Historical Society Files

National Trust Files

ACT Govermnment files

A Report to ACT Planning Authority DELP

Preliminary Cultural Resources Surveys (Kowen & Majura) 1995

Unpublished work
Langston, A. Thesis in preparation. University of Canberra 1996

Sharpe, S. Natural Temperate Grasslands in the Majura Valley. Unpublished paper April 1996 held
by the National Trust.

Journals
O’Keefe, B Limeburners of the Limestone Plains and Beyond, 1833 - 1934.
Canberra Historical Journal New Series No.34, September 1994, Canberra 1994

Published Works

Cummings, C G & Associates Pty Ltd. Duntroon Woolshed Conservation Analysis. For the Department
of Housing and Construction Canberra 1985.

Darmody, P W From the Banagher to Majura. The Family of John and Mary Darmody. P W Darmody
ACT 1984.

Garnett, R & Hyndes, D eds. Heritage of the Australian Capital Territory. National Trust of
Australian (ACT) Canberra 1992

Hills of Canberra. People and Place. Kit provided by ACT Heritage Week Committee 1992/3.
Publication details not stated.

Kerr, ] & Falkus, H from Sydney Cove to Duntroon. A Family Album of Early Life in Australia. Victor
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Gollancz Ltd London 1982

Shumack, S An Autobiography or Tales and Legends of Canberra Pioneers.
Australian National University Canberra 1967

Sites of Significance in the ACT Volume Five. National Capital Planning Authority Canberra April
1990

Maps

Survey of Limestone Plains District 1832. Robert Hoddle National Library of Australia. G8981 G461832
Hod.

Federal Capital Territory Feature Map - Cadastral - Topographic. Poss date 1915 National Library of
Australia G8981 G46

Tenure Map. Australian Capital Territory. April 1981. Trust map Collection

June 1996
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Author: Lyn Jones at CC-ACTPA
Date: 17/09/97 14:04

Priority: Normal

TO: Dale Middleby at ENVIRONMENT HO

gl ) I C
Subject: Re: ACT Heritage Places List T o N
I hope you're sitting down!
. . e — . A7| iso
District of Majura, Division of Pialligo, Sections 8-16
District of Majura, Blocks 36, 48, 51-53, 59, 63, 64, 65(part), 92,
102, 135, 139, 146, 148, 150, 151, 153, 165, 171, 189, 191 (part), et

217-219, 260, 275, 406, 460, 468, 473, 492, 497, 502, 504, 506,

514 (part), 528-530, 540, 550, 554-556, 559-564, 570, 571, 572 (part) ,
573, 574, 584 (part), 585(part), 586, 587, 590, 594, 595, 611, 612,
614, 619 (part), 620-623, 624 (part), 629-635, 654, 655(part), and
Majura Road.

Lyn

Reply Separator
Subject: ACT Heritage Places List

Author: Dale Middleby at ENVIRONMENT HO

Date: 17/9/97 10:22 AM

Lyn

Me again! The National Trust have nominated the Majura Valley. They
describe it thus:

The area bounded by:

on the east, the catchment of Woolshed Creek
on the north by the federal hwy

on the west by the catchment of Woolshed Creek
on the south by Fairbairn and Pialligo Roads.

They describe the place as: The valley begins where the Majura Road
intersects the Federal Highway. Here the valley is narrow, confined
by Mt Majura and Greenwood Hill. Southward the valley widens until it
attains 8.5kms width at the point where Majura Road crosses Woolshed
Creek.

Can you translate this into block/districts/divisions for my list?
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MAJURA VALLEY
LANDCARE GROUP

Majura House

Robert Campbell settled this area in 1825 as
a compensation grant of 4,000 acres (16
km2) of land and 710 sheep, after Campbell's
ship the "Sydney" was lost off the coast of
India while chartered to the New South Wales
government. Campbell named his property
Majura probably after "Majura in India",
according to the ACT National Trust. In 1825
James Ainslie by assignment of Campbell
started a sheep station in the area which
today is Canberra.

Campbell was assigned convict labourers, but
also brought free settlers as farm workers.
These people were settled on small holdings
of around 2 acres. Such a holding is “Majura
House" which was built for Alfred Mayo and
his family between 1846 and 1860, the house
remaining in family ownership until 1981.
The original house is a sandstone structure
with a slab annex and shingle roof, very
similar to Blundell's Cottage. It then was
acquired by Tony and Pam Sullivan and was
extended and renovated. Anne McGrath and
Nick Weber bought the property in 1999 and
have subsequently established a pastured
free range egg business along with mixed
farming focussing on “Majura Valley” branded
products from the farm — This is the oldest
continuously working farm in the territory.






