






























































































Majura Valley Nomination
Background Sites Strategy







This is the Majura Valley Nomination



•Majura District (Rural)

•Division of Pialligo (Majura District)

•Division of Canberra Airport (a new division in the Majura District)

Encompasses around 135 Blocks in the following districts/divisions: 



•Around 45 of the 135 blocks encompassed in the Nomination fall on National Land
•National Land makes up more of the square mileage of the Nomination than Territory Land



Commonwealth Departments



This is what the Majura Nomination looks like without National Land



Pialligo portions of Nomination



National Capital Plan and Territory Plan overview of Majura Valley Nomination



Nature Reserves (part of Canberra Nature Parks)





Accepted before introduction of Heritage Act 2004

Submitted by National Trust of Australia (ACT)

Between acceptance of the Majura Valley Nomination 
and now (2016), the Heritage Council has been busy:

BUT:



Site/Place/Site Type Location Status
90 Aboriginal stone artefact sites (ranging from 
isolated artefacts to small-large surface scatters)

Multiple Registered

5 Scarred trees Multiple Registered



Site/Place/Site Type Location Status
Narrabundah Ashstone Locality Block 5 Section 6 Pialligo Registered

Site/Place/Site Type Location Status
Woolshed Creek Fossil Site Block 5 Section 6 Pialligo Registered

Site/Place/Site Type Location Status
Duntroon Woolshed Block 3 (part) Section 13 Pialligo Registered



The Heritage Council has also made several decisions not to register certain 
places within the boundary of the Majura Valley Nomination:



Site/Place/Site Type Location Status
Majura Stone Cottage Block 622 (part) Majura Statement of Reasons (assessed –

decision NOT to provisionally 
register) decision made in 2011 R1

Site/Place/Site Type Location Status

Malcolm Vale Block 102 (part) Majura Statement of Reasons (assessed –
decision NOT to provisionally 
register) decision made in 2013 R2

Site/Place/Site Type Location Status
Redwood Grove Blocks 528 529 530 Majura Statement of Reasons (assessed –

decision NOT to provisionally 
register) decision made in 2015 R1

Site/Place/Site Type Location Status
Air Disaster Memorial Block 602 (part) Majura Statement of Reasons (assessed –

decision NOT to provisionally 
register) decision made in 2012 R2

Site/Place/Site Type Location Status
Grassland Earless Dragon Habitat (part) Blocks 102, 146, 550, 

564, 587, 614, 636, 642, 660, 
688, 692, 694, 695

Statement of Reasons (assessed –
decision NOT to provisionally 
register) decision pending

Site/Place/Site Type Location Status
Natural Temperate Grasslands (part) Blocks 550, 564, 637, 

694, 695, 692, Majura
Statement of Reasons (assessed –
decision NOT to provisionally 
register) decision made in 2015 R1







So what are we left with?



Site/Place/Site Type Status

Majura House Nominated

MV179 Stone procurement site Site of Interest

Avonley Woolshed Site of Interest

Gladefield Huts Site of Interest

Old Majura Church/Hall Site of Interest

Old Majura Post Office Site of Interest

Remembrance Ave & Air Force 
Memorial

Site of Interest

Grave of Margaret Darmody (Child’s 
Grave)

Site of Interest

Canberra Rifle Club (est 1914) Site of Interest
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INTERIM HERITAGE PLACES REGISTER 
 
 
 
SITES IN THE MAJURA VALLEY 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ASSESSED BY:   Classification Committee of the National Trust of Australia (ACT) 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
STATUS OF PLACE AT NOMINATION: Nil, though several sites within the Valley have heritage  

Majura House:   Classified by the National Trust of Australia (ACT) 
    Register of the National Estate 

 
LOCATION OF PLACE: 
The area is bounded by: 
 - on the east, the catchment of Woolshed Creek 
 - on the north by the Federal Highway 
 - on the west by the catchment of Woolshed Creek 
 - on the south by Fairbairn and Pialligo Roads 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DESCRIPTION OF PLACE: 
For this citation the Valley begins where Majura Road intersects the Federal Highway. Here the valley is 
narrow, confined by Mt Majura (W) and Greenwood Hill (E). Southward the Valley widens until it attains 
8.5kms width at the point where Majura Road crosses Woolshed Creek. The vista there takes Mt Ainslie 
to the west, the Tinderry ranges and Pialligo to the south and gently undulating cleared land to the east. 
The width of the Valley is maintained to Fairbairn and Pialligo Avenues which serve as the southern 
boundary of the area of this study. At Fairbairn Avenue the RMC Complex is hidden behind a grove of 
well developed trees. 
 
Most of the Valley is cleared rural land. There is a substantial native forest area on Greenwood Hill which 
straddles the ACT/NSW border, though the vegetation and landscape patterns of Mts Majura 
and Ainslie are partly the result of plantings made early this century. 
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Exotic trees are scattered around the Valley and small plantings are located around homestead or ruin 
sites. There are commercial plantings of Pinus radiata in the SE and NW. The Air Disaster Memorial 
(Block 602; 5 on map) is located within the SE plantation with access from Pialligo Avenue. The Redwood 
Grove (Blocks 108 & 245 Majura: 4 on map) also address Pialligo Avenue. These plantings give the 
appearance of native forest.  
 
The greater part of the eastern side of the Valley is occupied by the Commonwealth. The sites which 
severely compromise the integrity of the Valley include RAAF Gunnery Range, Federal Police Training 
Area, RMC Firing Range and Canberra Airport (as can be seen on map). However, The Willows, Avonley 
and Gladfield holdings remain in the north and between the airport and the S.E. pine plantation, two 
grazing properties remain, Dundee and Malcolm Vale. A section of S.W. corner is also under 
Commonwealth usage as RMC Manoeuvre Area and part of this area lies within the city boundaries. 
 
On the western side the land is mainly utilised for grazing and hobby farms and there are structures 
(houses, farm buildings, fences and dams) linked to these land uses, including Dove Cottage, Majura 
House and Cherryburn. 
 
The valley is bisected North-South by Majura Road, which is soon to be upgraded to a dual carriageway, 
a co-axial cable runs across the north west section of the Valley, and a major gas link is on the western 
side, linking Fyshwick and Dickson. These intrusions detract markedly on the visual integrity of the 
Valley. 
 
There are sites of acknowledged heritage significance within the valley, being: 
 
 
 Majura House    3 
 
 
 
In addition to these sites several other sites of significance have been identified within the Valley. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
___
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Majura Valley was occupied by employees of Robert Campbell of Duntroon in 1825. Campbell was 
granted 4,000 acres (then described as Section 58) as compensation for the loss of his ship “Sydney” 
whilst it was on charter to colonial authorities. Later a further 1,000 acres (previously Section 181) was 
added to this grant. On the second grant of land, a farm worker’s cottage and outbuildings now known as 
Majura House was built in 1850. Additional land was purchased, mainly along the Molonglo River and 
the southern end of the Valley. Duntroon Woolshed was built on Section 98, a purchase adjacent to 
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Section 181.  The bulk of the Valley was in the ownership of the Campbell family, officially or unofficially, 
and these holdings together with leases and other considerable runs, made Duntroon the largest pastoral 
enterprise of the region. 
 
The empire was run from Duntroon Homestead. The Campbell family, who pursued a policy of assisted 
passage for Scots immigrants with farming knowledge, gradually settled station employees within the 
Valley on small holdings (Majura House is an example, as are Mugga Mugga, Blundell’s Cottage and 
Woden Homestead south of the Valley).  Employees housed on Duntroon Estate were given 2 acres of 
land which they were encouraged to cultivate for their own benefit or keep a few animals on. By the mid 
1850s there were 22 men employed and the total population of the Valley was approximately 50 people 
(Darmody, p.7). They formed a complete and self-sufficient community presided over by a kindly 
patriarch. It is claimed that Gaelic was still spoken in the Valley c1900. 
 
When the Robertson Land Acts were introduced in 1861, many of the Duntroon employees selected land 
including the Darmody, McIntosh, Sheedy, O’Keefe & O’Rourke families and  for the most part ceased to 
be employees of the Campbells. 
 
As more and more land was alienated during the last decades of the nineteenth century an independent 
community began to develop in the valley and the focus moved away from Duntroon Homestead.  The 
census of 1891 revealed a population of 393 with 83 dwellings (National Trust files) being the sixth largest 
population in the Queanbeyan district.   By then farming  was not the sole preoccupation of the valley.  
Darmody ran a butchery from his section at ‘The Pines’ (Darmody p23) and Walter McIntosh ran a 
successful blacksmithing and wheelwright business from Gladesfield from 1890s - 1920s. 
 
The free selection era in the valley ended with the declaration of  the area as the seat of Federal 
Government and  the subsequent selection of  Duntroon as the site of the Royal Military College.  The 
Duntroon Estate (30457 acres) was officially re-zoned by the Commonwealth in 1912, and the fate of the 
selections around Duntroon varied.  Some families leased the land back, for example the O’Rourke family 
who held “The Willows” from 1861 - 1985 and the Mayo family who occupied Majura House for 140 
years till 1981 (National Trust files). 
 
Vegetational changes had occurred also within the Valley, particularly due to grazing , clearing, rabbits 
and the inevitable periods of drought.  Under Thomas Weston the National Capital’s Officer in Charge of 
Afforestation, 20,500 plants were introduced onto the nearly bare Mt Ainslie and Mt Majura.  These 
plantings, plus the natural regeneration of grazing and disturbed lands, have led to the present 
vegetation patterns. 
 
A second conscious attempt to change the landscape of the valley was felt when in 1918, at the insistence 
of Walter Burley Griffin, Thomas Weston planted 120,000 redwoods at the southern end of the Valley. 
Weston knew the Canberra climate was unsuitable to the Sequoia sempervirens and sequoliadenron gigabteiun  
and of the original planting  only 500 of the trees remain. The plantation is now used as a public 
recreation area. 
 
European settlement markedly changed the vegetation patterns along the valley floor. Before the 1820s 
the Majura Valley was predominantly grassland, merging with open grassy woodland and forest on the 
steeper slopes.  Today only approximately 200 ha of this grassland survives (marked 10 on map). 
200 ha approximately  located along the northern , southern and eastern boundaries of the airport and 
2. 9ha approximately  located on the western sides below Campbell Park offices. 
 
Within these native grassland several threatened species and some regionally uncommon species have 
been identified. 
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 Tympanocryptis Lineata Pinguicolla (eastern lined earless dragon) - listed as endangered within the 
ACT, and nationally as vulnerable.    Available information suggests that this species is restricted to 10 
sites in Australia (A Langston, thesis in preparation, University of Canberra, April 1996) 
 Delam impar (striped legless lizard). This is listed nationally as vulnerable and as a vulnerable 
species in the ACT. 
 Rutidosis leptorrhynchoides (button wrinklewort).  This species is listed as nationally endangered 
and endangered in the ACT. 
 Cooraboorama Canberrae (Canberra wood cricket). Little is known about this species but it is 
considered to be threatened. 
Uncommon species found in the Valley include Swainsona sericea, Brachycome heterodonta and several 
orchids.  Research work on all of these species is proceeding, with particular emphasis on distribution, 
population and habitat. 
 
“On the basis of the threatened and uncommon species at the site, the diversity of vegetation at the site 
and the extent of grassland, the area of natural temperate grassland in the western Majura Valley is 
considered to be one of the best remaining temperate grasslands of its kind in Australia.  Natural 
temperate grasslands have been listed as an endangered community in the ACT, and will be nominated 
nationally once the process of listing communities is underway.  They are considered the most threatened 
community in Australia.”(from a paper supplied by Sarah Sharpe, Grasslands Project Officer, 
Department of Parks and Conservation, ACT Government in April 1996). 
 
Geological sites within the valley demonstrate different aspects if the history of the area and the ways in 
which natural features develop in the long and short term. 
The fossil soil sequence on Northcott Drive (Sites of Significance p12ff.) is located in the erosion gully of 
“an ephemeral stream draining eastwards from Mt Ainslie”.  At least five fossil soils (palaeosols) are 
exposed along the stream bed.  The site demonstrates “...complex weathering stages that have 
accompanied long-term landscape evolution in the region...It may represent the most complex soil 
sequence in the Canberra area.” (Sites of significance p.12).  The site is important for students of earth 
science studying landform development. 
 
The Woolshed Creek geomorphological site (Heritage of the ACT p32) illustrates how watercourses have 
changed as a result of European settlement and poor land use policies.  Before European settlement the 
Creek was a swampy valley with a “chain of ponds” form, a series of deep pools connected by marshy 
seepage channels.  Other equivalent alluvial valleys close to Canberra have been modified by engineering 
works and “... this site provides a clear illustration of longer and shorter term hydraulic changes”. (Site of 
Significance p.11). 
 
The Woolshed Creek Fossil Site has both historical and geological significance.  In the 1870s the Reverend 
W.B. Clarke collected fossils from this site, the first recorded Silurian fossils found in Australia.  The 
fossils are brachiopods, mainly Atrypa duntroonensis, and the site has become “ the type locality for this 
species” (Heritage of the ACT p.32). 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ANALYSIS AGAINST THE CRITERIA SPECIFIED IN SCHEDULE 2 OF THE LAND (PLANNING 
AND ENVIRONMENT) ACT 1991: 
 
Criterion (iii):  A place which demonstrates a distinctive way of life, taste, tradition, religion,  
  land use, custom, process, design or function which is no longer practised, is in  
   danger of being lost, or is of exceptional interest. 
 

Although the Majura Valley contains significant elements of a built heritage from 
convict, pastoral, free selection and Commonwealth eras and admirably 
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demonstrates changes over the passage of time it is not considered to sufficiently 
satisfy this citation. 

 
Criterion (vii):  A place which has strong or special associations with a person, group, event,  
   development or cultural phase which played a significant part in local or  
   national history. 
 

The Valley has association with early landholding Campbell family, the early 
selectors, and slight association with the work of Burley Griffin and Weston in 
landscape terms, but these associations are not considered sufficient to meet the  
threshold.  

 
Criterion (viii): A place which represents the evolution of a natural landscape, including   
  significant geological features, landforms, biota or natural processes. 
 

Within the Valley there are several sites of heritage significance, Woolshed Creek 
Site, Fossil soil sequence and the remnant grasslands which illustrate evolution of 
natural landscape.  However, it is not considered that the Valley fulfils this 
criterion sufficiently. 

 
Criterion (ix):  A place which is a significant habitat or locality for the life cycle of native  
   species; for rare, endangered or uncommon species; for species at the limits of  
   their natural range; or for distinct occurrences of species. 

 
The Grasslands within the Valley does serve as habitat to a number of 
endangered and threatened species.  However, this does not warrant the 
classification of the entire valley. 

 
Criterion (x):  A place which exhibits unusual richness, diversity or significant transition of  
   flora, fauna or natural landscapes and their elements. 
 

Whilst the 209ha of Majura Grasslands contain a rich and diverse mixture of flora 
and fauna, making it one of the best remaining grasslands in Australia it does not 
justify classification of the entire valley. 

 
Criterion (xi):  A place which demonstrates a likelihood of providing information which will  
   contribute significantly to a wider understanding of natural or cultural history, 
    by virtue if its use as a research site, teaching site, type locality or 
benchmark     site. 

Although the geological sites, and the Majura grasslands constitute important 
teaching and type locality sites there is not sufficient justification to classify the 
whole valley. 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CONCLUSION:  
 
Despite the undoubted heritage significance of several of the sites within the Valley, the Valley itself lacks 
sufficient integrity to adequately meet the criteria set for classification.  In addition its overall aesthetic 
value has been severely compromised by intrusion of  roads, gas lines, noise, and by government 
acquisition and use of the former small landholdings.  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CONSERVATION POLICY: 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS: 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
1. The Majura Valley not be Classified and that it should be removed from the ACT Government’s 

indicative list .  In preference, individual sites of heritage significance should be identified and 
Classified.  

 
2. The following sites remain Classified by the Trust and on the ACT Government’s indicative list  
  
 

 
 

 

 
  MAJURA HOUSE AND OUTBUILDINGS       3 
 Location - Majura Lane Pialligo 

 History - Originally on Robert Campbell’s Estate. Erected c1850.  The farm worker’s cottage, of 
the stone and slabs with an iron roof (originally shingled) has, as outbuildings, an open slab barn 
and a one-stand shearing shed. 
Significance - The cottage is one of the few stone buildings of its type which has survived the 
consolidation of the squattocracy during the 19th century.  It is probably the oldest farm complex 
in the Territory still in its original use.  

      4 
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SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS 
    
 1. THAT THE AREA DELINEATED BY THE ATTACHED MAP BE NOT CLASSIFIED AS 

ONE PLACE - ONLY INDIVIDUAL  SITES WITHIN THAT AREA SHOULD BE 
CLASSIFIED. 

  
 2. THAT THE FIVE  SITES ALREADY CLASSIFIED BY THE TRUST REMAIN CLASSIFIED. 
  
 3. THAT A FURTHER ELEVEN  INDIVIDUAL SITES BE INVESTIGATED BY THE TRUST 

BY PLACING THEM ON THE WORK PROGRAMME  
  
 4. THAT ADVICE BE SENT IMMEDIATELY TO A.C.T.  HERITAGE  THAT THE TRUST 

WISHES TO NOMINATE THE NATURAL TEMPERATE GRASSLAND AREA TO THE 
INDICATIVE LIST OF THE HERITAGE PLACES REGISTER. 

 
REFERENCES: 
 
Files: 
Canberra and District Historical Society files 
National Trust files 
ACT Government files  
A Report to ACT Planning Authority DELP 
Preliminary Cultural Resources Surveys (Kowen & Majura) 1995 
 
Unpublished work 
Langston, A, Thesis in preparation. University of Canberra 1996 
Sharpe, S. Natural Temperate Grasslands in the Majura Valley. Unpublished paper April 1996 held by the 
National Trust. 
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Journals 
O’Keefe, B, Limeburners of the Limestone Plains and Beyond, 1833 - 1934. 
Canberra Historical Journal New Series No.34, September 1994. Canberra 1994 
 
Published Works 
Cummings, C G & Associates Pty Ltd.  Duntroon Woolshed Conservation Analysis. For the Department 
of Housing and Construction, Canberra 1985. 
 
Darmody, P W, From the Banagher to Majura. The Family of John and Mary Darmody. P W Darmody 
ACT 1984. 
 
Garnett, R & Hyndes, D (eds.), Heritage of the Australian Capital Territory. National Trust of Australia 
(ACT) Canberra 1992 
 
Hills of Canberra. People and Place. Kit provided by ACT Heritage Week Committee 1992/3. Publication 
details not stated. 
 
Kerr, J & Falkus, H, From Sydney Cove to Duntroon. A Family Album of Early Life in Australia. Victor 
Gollancz Ltd London 1982 
 
Shumack, S, An Autobiography or Tales and Legends of Canberra Pioneers. 
Australian National University Canberra 1967 
 
Sites of Significance in the ACT Volume Five. National Capital Planning Authority Canberra April 1990 
 
Maps 
Survey of Limestone Plains District 1832. Robert Hoddle National Library of Australia. G8981 G461832 
Hod. 
Federal Capital Territory Feature Map - Cadastral - Topographic. Poss. date 1915. National Library of 
Australia G8981 G46 
Tenure Map. Australian Capital Territory. April 1981. National Trust map Collection 
 
 
 
June 1996    
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Attachment 4.4a 
 
Buildings in the ACT over 100 years old 
 
Please note that several of the properties seemingly not individually listed are in fact part of 
larger nominations or listings which pick up their heritage values 

 
There are also countless ruin sites of small cottages located throughout the rural areas of the 
ACT (Majura, ) which have not been systematically researched 
or documented for nomination. This in particular is the situation in  where several 
ruin sites in  have been identified by the Heritage Unit and PCL rangers for 
interpretation. Many of these sites on ACT Government land are being identified and 
protected through the ACT Heritage audit. 

Places on the ACT Heritage Register over 100 years old (to 2013) 
Status Place Location Built 
    
REGISTERED    
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Status Place Location Built 
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Status Place Location Built 

Nomination Majura House District of 
Majura 

1850 
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Status Place Location Built 

Places not on the ACT Heritage Register over 100 years old (to 2013) 
Place Built Location Why not on heritage register 




