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Investigation report – Alleged unlawful destruction of Registered scarred tree MST 4 located near 
Billson Place, Wanniassa 

Background 

1. This report relates to the alleged unlawful destruction of an Aboriginal scarred tree known as 
Murumbeeja Scar Tree No.4 (MST 4). 

2. MST 4 was a Eucalyptus blakelyi with a large scar on its trunk, understood to be a canoe scar. 
This tree was located upon Block 6 Section 253 Waniassa which is unleased Territory land 
managed by TCCS to the west of Wanniassa Hills Primary School. The actual location of MST 4 is 
depicted in Image 1 below. 

 

 

Image 1 – Location of Scarred Tree MST 4 

3. Scarred trees are located throughout the parkland west and south of the Wanniassa Hills 
Primary School. Aboriginal scarred trees are rare sites as they are extremely vulnerable to 
clearing, vandalism, fire, weathering and age. The scarred trees of the ACT are particularly 
important to the Ngunnawal Aboriginal people because of their high cultural, historic and 
educational significance. 

4. MST 4 was inspected on the 30 April 1996 by the Australian Heritage Commission who noted 
“This large red gum, EUCALYPTUS BLAKELYI, has a poorly preserved medium sized scar on the 
underside of the trunk which leans heavily towards the north east.” The inspection found that 
the tree was healthy but, due to its close proximity to the school playing fields, it should be 
monitored to ensure it was not impacted. MST 4 was added to the Register of the National 
Estate on 24 June 1997. 

5. On 19 July 2018,  wrote to Minister Mick Gentleman in relation to the removal 
of two Aboriginal scarred trees listed on the ACT Heritage Register. The removal of one of those 
trees, known as ‘The Spook Tree’, was the subject of a separate investigation by Access Canberra 
which found that the tree was removed in error on 4 April 2017 by contractors for the ACT 
Education Directorate.   reported that MST 4 had been cut down and a section of the 
trunk was lying on the ground near the stump.  
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Investigation 

6. About 2.00pm on 24 July 2018 ACT Heritage Aboriginal Liaison Officer Euroka Gilbert and 
Conservation Officer Gabrielle Caddy conducted an inspection of MST 4. They saw that the tree 
had been felled, with the striations from a chainsaw clearly visible on the stump. MST 4’s 
branches had been removed from the site but the trunk was lying upon the ground adjacent to 
the stump, apparently in the first-fall position. It appeared that sometime after the tree was 
felled further chainsaw cuts have been made to the lower portion of the trunk as evidenced by 
the less weathered appearance of the timber. The recorded scar was partly visible on the 
underside of the trunk. A number of images were taken of the site. Images 2 and 3 show the 
trunk and stump. 
 

 

Image 2 - The trunk showing evidence of a cut on the upper side and the scar on the lower side. 

 

Image 3 – Comparison of weathering between the trunk base and the stump 
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7. On 26 July 2018, Ms Rachel Dawes, A/g Manager Urban Treescapes, TCCS advised via email that 
there was no evidence that the removal of MST 4 had been undertaken by TCCS staff or 
contractors. 

8. High resolution Nearmap aerial imagery of the site was reviewed. The image dated 31 December 
2016 (Image 4) shows the upper branches of the tree being present. The next available image 
was taken on 10 March 2017 (Image 5). In that image, the upper branches are no longer present 
and the trunk of the tree is visible lying upon the ground. 

 

 

Image 4 – Nearmap image taken 31 December 2016 depicting standing tree 

 

 

Image 5 – Nearmap image taken 10 March 2017 with tree removed and trunk visible on the ground 

9. About 1415hrs on Wednesday, 1 August 2018,  was spoken to via telephone 
( ) about this matter but he didn’t have any additional information. 
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10. About 2.00pm on Thursday, 2 August 2018, Mr Malcolm Gale, Operations Manager South, TCCS
City Presentation was spoken to via telephone. Mr Gale said his staff were responsible for lawn
mowing at the site but he was unaware of the tree and there would be no records kept by TCCS
in relation to it.

11. On 30 August 2018, Mr Tony Sadler (02 6205 9096) from ACT Property Group provided advice
via email that ACTPG had not removed the tree. Mr Sadler also noted that ACTPG require
complete removal of the tree from the site as well as stump grinding to ground level and he
speculated that the tree had not been professionally removed.

12. A planned door knock of near-by residential houses was not conducted due to resourcing
constraints.

Relevant Legislation 

13. The following provisions of the Heritage Act 2004 apply to damaging Aboriginal places or
objects, subject to a number of exceptions contained in s.76;

75 Damaging Aboriginal place or object 
(1) A person commits an offence if the person—

(a) engages in conduct that causes damage to an Aboriginal place or object; and
(b) is reckless about whether the conduct would cause damage to the Aboriginal place

or object.
Maximum penalty:  1 000 penalty units. 

(2) A person commits an offence if the person—
(a) engages in conduct that causes damage to an Aboriginal place or object; and
(b) is negligent about whether the conduct would cause damage to the Aboriginal

place or object.
Maximum penalty:  500 penalty units. 

(3) A person commits an offence if the person engages in conduct that causes damage to an
Aboriginal place or object.

Maximum penalty:  100 penalty units. 
(4) An offence against subsection (3) is a strict liability offence.
(5) In this section:
cause damage includes disturb and destroy.

14. No heritage guideline, heritage direction, heritage agreement or conservation management plan
authorised the removal of MST4. No Licence under Chapter 11 of the Nature Conservation Act
2014 was issued to authorise removal of the tree.

15. The cutting down of MST 4 is also likely to have breached the provisions of s.144 (Damage
Native Tree – Unleased Land) of the Nature Conservation Act 2014.

Conclusion and recommendation 

16. MST 4 was felled by person/s unknown between 31 December 2016 and 10 March 2017. As the
identity of the offender/s could not be established, not further action can be taken in relation to
the alleged breaches. Unless further information becomes available, no further investigation of
this matter will be undertaken.

Craig Jones 
Manager Licensing and Compliance 
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From: Jones, CraigS
Sent: Wednesday, 8 August 2018 2:32 PM
To: Kidman, Fiona
Cc: Gilbert, Euroka; Heritage
Subject: Aboriginal scar tree damaged near Waniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Hi Fiona 

I hope you can assist me. 

I am investigating a tree that has been cut down near Wanniassa Hills Primary School. I understand that you were involved in a similar incident in relation to a tree known 
as the ‘spook tree’ not far from this site. 

According to the aerial imagery, the tree was cut down between 31 Dec 2016 and 10 March 2017 

The location of the tree I am investigating is circled in red below. A significant portion of the trunk remains on site. 
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Do you know if this tree was removed as part of the same works program that removed the ‘spook tree’? The dates roughly align. 

Thanks 
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c 

Craig Jones 
Manager, Licensing and Compliance|Parks and Conservation 
T 02 6207 1283|  | F  02 6207 2544 | E craigs.jones@act.gov.au 
Environment Division 
Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate| ACT Government 
500 Cotter Road, Weston Creek  ACT  2611 
http://www.environment.act.gov.au/ 
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From: Jones, CraigS
Sent: Tuesday, 14 August 2018 9:46 AM
To: Gilbert, Euroka; Russell, Meaghan; Moore, FionaF
Cc: Kidman, Fiona
Subject: FW: Aboriginal scar tree damaged near Waniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Hello everyone 

I spoke with Fiona Kidman from Education yesterday in relation to the removal of scar tree MST4 and I have cc’ed Fiona into this message. Fiona K is going to speak with 
the contractor that removed the ‘spook tree’ to see if they know anything about MST4.  

Fiona K has not received any information about the outcome of the ‘spook tree’ investigation. Also, Fiona is seeking some advice about what can be done to recognise the 
removal of the spook tree, such as re‐planting or a small plaque etc. Can someone please contact Fiona about these matters? 

I will await Fiona K’s response before taking further action. 

Thanks all 

c 

Craig Jones 
Manager, Licensing and Compliance|Parks and Conservation 
T 02 6207 1283|   F  02 6207 2544 | E craigs.jones@act.gov.au 
Environment Division 
Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate| ACT Government 
500 Cotter Road, Weston Creek  ACT  2611 
http://www.environment.act.gov.au/ 
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From: Jones, CraigS  
Sent: Wednesday, 8 August 2018 2:32 PM 
To: Kidman, Fiona <Fiona.Kidman@act.gov.au> 
Cc: Gilbert, Euroka <Euroka.Gilbert@act.gov.au>; Heritage <Heritage@act.gov.au> 
Subject: Aboriginal scar tree damaged near Waniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Hi Fiona 

I hope you can assist me. 

I am investigating a tree that has been cut down near Wanniassa Hills Primary School. I understand that you were involved in a similar incident in relation to a tree known 
as the ‘spook tree’ not far from this site. 

According to the aerial imagery, the tree was cut down between 31 Dec 2016 and 10 March 2017 

The location of the tree I am investigating is circled in red below. A significant portion of the trunk remains on site. 
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Do you know if this tree was removed as part of the same works program that removed the ‘spook tree’? The dates roughly align. 

Thanks 
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c 

Craig Jones 
Manager, Licensing and Compliance|Parks and Conservation 
T 02 6207 1283|  | F  02 6207 2544 | E craigs.jones@act.gov.au 
Environment Division 
Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate| ACT Government 
500 Cotter Road, Weston Creek  ACT  2611 
http://www.environment.act.gov.au/ 
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From: Gilbert, Euroka
Sent: Wednesday, 8 August 2018 2:30 PM
To: Jones, CraigS
Subject: FW: COMPLEX compliance matter - removal of an Aboriginal Scarred Tree, no consent from the Conservator or ACT Heritage. [DLM=Sensitive]
Attachments: IMG_3929.jpg; IMG_3930.jpg; 20170224120752214.pdf; Wanniassa Hills Primary School Report 2016.pdf; Wanniassa Hills Primary School Map 2016.pdf

Importance: High

This was the works program the Spook tree was removed under. It is focused solely on the school grounds. 
See attached map. 

From: Gilbert, Euroka  
Sent: Thursday, 6 April 2017 1:03 PM 
To: Moore, FionaF <FionaF.Moore@act.gov.au>; Russell, Meaghan <Meaghan.Russell@act.gov.au> 
Subject: COMPLEX compliance matter ‐ removal of an Aboriginal Scarred Tree, no consent from the Conservator or ACT Heritage. [DLM=Sensitive] 
Importance: High 

Tree removal issue at Wanniassa Hills Primary School. 

This morning I received a call from Fiona Kidman, Infrastructure & Capital Works Education Directorate regarding works at the school. Fiona was concerned 
that a tree (14) was removed that may have had heritage values. 
I requested further information, which she provided via email. 
On my initial look at the works, they appear fine as Hero shows (map below) the tree of concern to be the trees labelled 15‐17 (Wanniassa Hills Primary School 
Map 2016.pdf) . This is incorrect and I only realised this after I had called Fiona back. 
I went to Wanniassa Hills Primary School to clarify the removed tree for my own peace of mind, on approaching Wanniassa Hills Primary School I could 
clearly see that the ‘Wanniassa Spook Tree’ has been removed. I vomited in my mouth a bit... 
I parked in the car park and entered the school. I approached the front desk introduced myself and was pointed in the direction of Chris, who provided me a 
map of the tree planting. 
I went to the area and took 2 images of where the ‘Wanniassa Spook Tree’ was, all that remains is a stump, cut close to ground level (IMG 3929.jpg and IMG 
3930.jpg) 

Page 13



2

Issues: 
the ‘Wanniassa Spook Tree’ has been felled and mulched. 
I have provided incorrect information to Fiona Kidman. (which I will have to rescind – courtesy of Hero) 
Hero, highlights the wrong tree as having cultural values. 
The Conservator did not consent to the removal of the ‘Wanniassa Spook Tree’ (20170224120752214.pdf).  
The ‘Wanniassa Spook Tree’ is a well known tree and its removal will upset members of the RAOs and other members of the Aboriginal Community. 
The removal of the ‘Wanniassa Spook Tree’ may generate negative press. 

If further information is required please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

Cheers 
Mr. Euroka Gilbert | Aboriginal Liaison Officer 
Phone 02 6207 5724 |  
ACT Heritage | Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate 
| ACT Government  
Dame Pattie Menzies House, Challis Street, Dickson | GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601 | www.environment.act.gov.au 

I acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the ACT and region, their continuing connection to land and community. I pay my respect to them and their culture, and to the elders past, present and future. 
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Treeworks (ACT/NSW) Pty Ltd    November 2016   Wanniassa Hills Primary School 

28 Eucalyptus mannifera (Brittle Gum) Good condition No action required 

29 Eucalyptus mannifera (Brittle Gum) Good condition No action required 

30 Eucalyptus mannifera (Brittle Gum) Good condition Remove deadwood Priority NO   

31 Eucalyptus sideroxylon (red ironbark) Good condition No action required 

32 Fraxinus oxycarpa (Desert Ash) Fair condition Remove dead stems/branches Priority NO  

33 Fraxinus oxycarpa (Desert Ash) Fair condition No action required 

34 Eucalyptus blakelyi (Blakely's Red Gum) Dead Remove and grind Priority NO   

35 Platanus acerifolia (London Plane) Good condition No action required 

36 Eucalyptus mannifera (Brittle Gum) Poor condition Monitor potential insect infestation 

37 Eucalyptus mannifera (Brittle Gum) Good condition No action required 

38 Eucalyptus sideroxylon (red ironbark) Good condition No action required 

39 Eucalyptus sideroxylon (red ironbark) Fair condition No action required 

41 Eucalyptus melliodora (Yellow Box) Fair condition Remove lowest limb. Monitor Priority NO  

42 Eucalyptus sideroxylon (red ironbark) Fair condition No action required 

43 Eucalyptus sideroxylon (red ironbark) Fair condition Monitor, reinspect in 12 months 

44 Eucalyptus camaldulensis (Red River Gum) Good condition No action required 

45 Eucalyptus mannifera (Brittle Gum) Fair condition No action required 

46 Ulmus sp. (Elm) Fair condition No action required 

47 Eucalyptus mannifera (Brittle Gum) Good condition No action required 

48 Quercus palustris (Pinoak) Good condition No action required 

49 Various small trees Good condition No action required 

50 Eucalyptus mannifera (Brittle Gum) Fair condition No action required 

51 Eucalyptus mannifera (Brittle Gum) x9 Good condition No action required 

52 Fraxinus oxycarpa (Desert Ash) Good condition Remove branches around light Recommended NO   

53 Fraxinus oxycarpa (Desert Ash) Good condition No action required 

54 Eucalyptus mannifera (Brittle Gum) Good condition No action required 
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Treeworks (ACT/NSW) Pty Ltd    November 2016   Wanniassa Hills Primary School 

Tree Assessment 
We are pleased to provide you with a detailed report on the condition of all trees the Wanniassa Hills Primary School. 

Limited Basis of Report 

This report is submitted and acknowledged by the client to be prepared by Treeworks (ACT/NSW)Pty. Limited, as instructed,  on a limited basis after visual 

inspection of the tree at ground level only, and following due consideration of the appearance of the tree by a qualified Arborist. 

Acknowledgements 

The client acknowledges: 

(a) That Treeworks (ACT/NSW) Pty. Limited has not conducted any invasive procedure or ultrasound test on the tree, nor inspected it at crown level;
(b) This report does not and cannot make comment upon or determine or assess defects that may exist in the tree internally, whether arising from

decay, disease, effect of drought, insect infestation or any other inherent condition that may exist.

No Warranty for Non discernible Defects or Damage 

Accordingly, this report cannot and does not warrant that defects or damage do not exist within the tree that may not be discernible to a competent 

Arborist making an inspection at ground level. 

Reliance Period 

The client acknowledges that no reliance may be placed on this report after the date three months following the date of inspection 
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Treeworks (ACT/NSW) Pty Ltd    November 2016   Wanniassa Hills Primary School 

Disclaimer of Liability to Third Parties 

To the extent permissible by law, Treeworks (ACT/NSW) Pty. Limited is not liable for any loss, damage, personal injury, costs or expenses suffered by any person or 

persons other than the recipient of this report. 

Glenosborne Pty Ltd T/A TreeWorks is covered by QBE Insurance (Australia) Ltd for legal liability cover Australia wide to the sum of $20,000,000 for public liability 
and $20,000,000 for products liability.  Glenosborne Pty Ltd T/A TreeWorks is also covered by QBE Workers Compensation NSW Ltd for workers compensation and 
unlimited common law anywhere in the ACT and copies of these policies are available on request. 

This report provides you with an assessment of all trees on site, as well as costs associated with the work recommended. 
All trees removals will also be stump grinded. Unless advise. See stump grinding prices on charts. 

We will removal all materials from site unless instructed otherwise and the site will be left clean and tidy. 

Thank you for the opportunity to quote this work. Please contact our office if you wish to proceed with this work or should you require any addition information on 
the assessment.  Our business hours are 8:30AM to 5:00PM Monday to Friday. 

Yours truly, 

 
TreeWorks 

Sub Total: Urgent High risk rehabilitation works that, if not undertaken, may cause injury to people or damage to property / 
Immediate attention required.   

Sub Total: Priority High risk rehabilitation works that requires priority attention. 

Sub Total: Recommended Medium Risk non critical rehabilitation works that may require attention. 

Sub Total: No Action Required Low risk, no rehabilitation works required. 

Sub Total 

GST 

Total 
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From: Jones, CraigS
To: Gilbert, Euroka
Subject: FW:  email report [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]
Date: Friday, 26 October 2018 9:17:00 AM
Attachments: image001.jpg

Hi Euroka

Have you had any luck find this message?

Thanks

c

Craig Jones
Manager, Licensing and Compliance|Parks and Conservation
T 02 6207 1283|  F  02 6207 2544 | E craigs.jones@act.gov.au
Environment Division
Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate| ACT Government
500 Cotter Road, Weston Creek  ACT  2611
http://www.environment.act.gov.au/

ACTGovPCSAAA

From: Jones, CraigS 
Sent: Tuesday, 23 October 2018 3:07 PM
To: Gilbert, Euroka <Euroka.Gilbert@act.gov.au>
Subject: email report [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Hey Euroka

Are you able to forward me the original report about MST4 from ? I thought I had
but I don’t. I need it for the investigation report.

Thanks

c

Craig Jones
Manager, Licensing and Compliance|Parks and Conservation
T 02 6207 1283|  F  02 6207 2544 | E craigs.jones@act.gov.au
Environment Division
Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate| ACT Government
500 Cotter Road, Weston Creek  ACT  2611
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From: Jones, CraigS
Sent: Thursday, 30 August 2018 12:36 PM
To: Moore, FionaF; Gilbert, Euroka
Cc: Russell, Meaghan; Nakkan, John; OConnell, Jennifer
Subject: FW: Tree removal near Wanniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

F & E 

Please see advice from ACTPG below. In short 
 They only deal with trees on sites they manage
 Any trees they contract to be removed are fully removed from site and stump ground

I don’t think I’ve received a copy of the Access Canberra investigation report in relation to the Spook Tree; could someone please send me a copy as I want to speak with 
the contractor who removed that tree. Once I’ve done that, the only other steps are speaking with the school directly and the occupants of the nearby residential 
properties. 

Thanks 

c 

Craig Jones 
Manager, Licensing and Compliance|Parks and Conservation 
T 02 6207 1283|  | F  02 6207 2544 | E craigs.jones@act.gov.au 
Environment Division 
Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate| ACT Government 
500 Cotter Road, Weston Creek  ACT  2611 
http://www.environment.act.gov.au/ 
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From: Sadler, Tony  
Sent: Thursday, 30 August 2018 9:10 AM 
To: Jones, CraigS <CraigS.Jones@act.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: Tree removal near Wanniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Hi Craig 

How are you? 
How long have you been with ACT Gov.? 

As for the tree in question ACT Property Group only provide services within the boundaries of buildings we manage. As the tree in question is on public land I would say it 
would have been attended to through the fix my street unit.  

There may have been a case lodged with Access Canberra, they may have a record of a complaint coming in from a member of the public. 
As part of the tree is still present it is possible that it was not removed professionally as I know when we arrange tree removal it includes stump grinding. 

The schools I believe organise their own tree maintenance. It may be worth asking who carried out the works at the school and contacting them they may have seen 
something if they were there in the same sort of time frame. 

Sorry I couldn’t be of more help. 

Cheers 

Tony Sadler Property Officer  I Portfolio Management Team | ACT Property Group |Chief Minister, Treasury & Economic Development Directorate |ACT Government 
PO Box 777 Fyshwick ACT 2609 | www.act.gov.au 

Ph: + 61 6205 9096 | F: + 61 2 6213 0735 |  E: tony.sadler@act.gov.au 

“If you have any feedback for the ACT Property Group, please email actpgfeedback@act.gov.au“ 

From: Jones, CraigS  
Sent: Wednesday, 29 August 2018 5:19 PM 

Page 29



3

To: Sadler, Tony <Tony.Sadler@act.gov.au> 
Subject: Tree removal near Wanniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Hi Tony 

Long‐time no‐speak. Hope things are good with you and yours. 

Are you able to give me a hand with an enquiry I’m dealing with at the moment? We received a complaint about a tree being removed from public land near Wanniassa 
Hills Primary School – there’s an image showing the location below. I’ve had a look at the aerial imagery and it was cut down sometime between 31 Dec 2016 and 10 March 
2017. 

It was a large standing dead tree. Part of the trunk is still at the site but the rest is gone. 

I have spoken with City Services and they don’t know anything about it. I have also spoken with Fiona Moore from Dept. of Education. Fiona had some trees removed from 
in and around the school grounds around this time but not this one. She suggested that Property Group may have removed because of public safety concerns. 

Does your team manage tree removals? If so, are you able to check if this one was taken down by one of your contractors? 
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Thanks for any help you can give me. 

c 
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Craig Jones 
Manager, Licensing and Compliance|Parks and Conservation 
T 02 6207 1283|  | F  02 6207 2544 | E craigs.jones@act.gov.au 
Environment Division 
Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate| ACT Government 
500 Cotter Road, Weston Creek  ACT  2611 
http://www.environment.act.gov.au/ 
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From: Gilbert, Euroka
To: Jones, CraigS
Subject: FW: Website - https://www.mickgentleman.com.au/ - Contact - Submission [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]
Date: Friday, 26 October 2018 11:56:05 AM

From: GENTLEMAN 
Sent: Thursday, 19 July 2018 4:11 PM
To: EPSDD DLO <EPSDDDLO@act.gov.au>
Cc: Sendaba, Bethel <Bethel.Sendaba@act.gov.au>
Subject: FW: Website - https://www.mickgentleman.com.au/ - Contact - Submission
Hey kim,

Can we get a min res to this one please?
Cheers
Eben Leifer | Office Manager / Policy adviser
Office managers: Natasha Apostoloski (Mon-Wed), Eben Leifer (Thu-Fri)
Office of Mick Gentleman MLA
Member for Brindabella
Minister for Planning and Land Management
Minister for Police and Emergency Services
Minister for the Environment and Heritage
Minister for Urban Renewal
Manager of Government Business
t: 620 50218 | e: gentleman@act.gov.au

Please note that from 1 January 2018 ACT Government ministerial diaries are subject to
publication on the ACT Government’s open access website under section 23 of the Freedom
of Information Act 2016.
From: gentleman@act.gov.au [mailto:gentleman@act.gov.au] 
Sent: Thursday, 19 July 2018 4:10 PM
To: GENTLEMAN <GENTLEMAN@act.gov.au>
Subject: Website - https://www.mickgentleman.com.au/ - Contact - Submission

Message

Dear Mr Gentleman I am contacting you regarding heritage listed
Aboriginal scarred trees in Wanniassa on the grounds of the
Wanniassa Hills Primary School, Blocks 1 & 2 Section 253
Wanniassa. Two of the trees, which were listed on the ACT Heritage
Register and still listed on the web site have been removed. One tree,
within the playing field of the school, know colloquially by the school
children as the 'Spook Tree', has completely disappeared. The other
tree on the opposite side of the walking path has been cut down and
what appears to be a section of the main trunk of this tree is currently
on the ground. Can you give me a reason why these significant trees
have been removed, and whether the scars from the removed bark
have been retained elsewhere? Having them still appearing on the
ACT Heritage Register would seem to be a misrepresentation of the
function of the register as representing the Aboriginal heritage of the
ACT. Regards  19 July 2018

ContentId 6746
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From: Jones, CraigS
To: Gilbert, Euroka
Subject: email report [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]
Date: Tuesday, 23 October 2018 3:07:00 PM
Attachments: image001.jpg

Hey Euroka

Are you able to forward me the original report about MST4 from  I thought I had
but I don’t. I need it for the investigation report.

Thanks

c

Craig Jones
Manager, Licensing and Compliance|Parks and Conservation
T 02 6207 1283|  F  02 6207 2544 | E craigs.jones@act.gov.au
Environment Division
Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate| ACT Government
500 Cotter Road, Weston Creek  ACT  2611
http://www.environment.act.gov.au/

ACTGovPCSAAA
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From: Gilbert, Euroka
Sent: Friday, 27 July 2018 11:17 AM
To: Jones, CraigS
Cc: Chaston, Daisy; Russell, Meaghan
Subject: potential breach of the Heritage Act 2004. [DLM=Sensitive]
Attachments: Export.png; Export.pgw; Export.prj

Hi Craig. 

ACT Heritage has received a query from a member of the public regarding the cutting down of a Registered scarred tree at Wanniassa. The tree is now laying in Urban Open 
Space located near Bilson Place, Wanniassa (near Wanniassa Hills Primary School). 

We have spoken to Daniel and he requested that we contact you to undertake the initial information gathering and site recording. 

The trunk bearing the scar was present onsite at 24/07/2018 (image attached but upside down). 

I have attached an ACTmapi extract with the trees location for your reference. 

ACT Heritage is seeking a secure location for the storage of the trunk within PCS estate. 
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If further information is required please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

Cheers 
Mr. Euroka Gilbert | Aboriginal Liaison Officer 
Phone 02 6207 5724 | Email: euroka.gilbert@act.gov.au 
ACT Heritage | Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate | ACT Government  
Dame Pattie Menzies House, Challis Street, Dickson | GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601 | www.environment.act.gov.au 

I acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the ACT and region, their continuing connection to land and community. I pay my respect to them and their culture, and to the Elders past, present and future. 
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From: Jones, CraigS
Sent: Monday, 20 August 2018 10:18 AM
To: Kidman, Fiona
Cc: Gilbert, Euroka; Russell, Meaghan; Moore, FionaF; Nakkan, John
Subject: RE: Aboriginal scar tree damaged near Wanniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Hi Fiona 

Thanks for your response. 

Do you have contact details for the person in ACTPG who would be responsible for this? 

Thanks 

c 

Craig Jones 
Manager, Licensing and Compliance|Parks and Conservation 
T 02 6207 1283|   F  02 6207 2544 | E craigs.jones@act.gov.au 
Environment Division 
Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate| ACT Government 
500 Cotter Road, Weston Creek  ACT  2611 
http://www.environment.act.gov.au/ 

From: Kidman, Fiona  
Sent: Friday, 17 August 2018 3:26 PM 
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To: Jones, CraigS <CraigS.Jones@act.gov.au> 
Cc: Gilbert, Euroka <Euroka.Gilbert@act.gov.au>; Russell, Meaghan <Meaghan.Russell@act.gov.au>; Moore, FionaF <FionaF.Moore@act.gov.au>; Nakkan, John 
<John.Nakkan@act.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: Aboriginal scar tree damaged near Wanniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Hi Craig  

I contacted the school and they were unsure of the date the tree was removed although they thought it was a couple of years ago.  From their memory  it was removed 
based on a complaint as a limb had almost fallen on a community member.  The tree is located outside of the school boundary and to the schools knowledge was removed 
by ACTPG. 

I hope this helpful.  I look forward to receiving information or advice relating to the scar tree inadvertently removed from the school site. 

Unfortunately I am unable to contact the contractor as tree maintenance on school sites has been transferred to ACTPG. 

Regards 
Fiona 

Fiona Kidman | Senior Project Officer ‐ External Learning Environments  
Phone: +61 2 6207 0002| Email: fiona.kidman@act.gov.au 
Infrastructure and Capital Works | Education | ACT Government 
220 Northbourne Avenue Braddon ACT 2612 | GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601 
www.education.act.gov.au | Facebook | Twitter |Instagram | LinkedIn | Google+ 

From: Jones, CraigS  
Sent: Tuesday, 14 August 2018 9:46 AM 
To: Gilbert, Euroka <Euroka.Gilbert@act.gov.au>; Russell, Meaghan <Meaghan.Russell@act.gov.au>; Moore, FionaF <FionaF.Moore@act.gov.au> 
Cc: Kidman, Fiona <Fiona.Kidman@act.gov.au> 
Subject: FW: Aboriginal scar tree damaged near Wanniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Hello everyone 
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I spoke with Fiona Kidman from Education yesterday in relation to the removal of scar tree MST4 and I have cc’ed Fiona into this message. Fiona K is going to speak with 
the contractor that removed the ‘spook tree’ to see if they know anything about MST4.  

Fiona K has not received any information about the outcome of the ‘spook tree’ investigation. Also, Fiona is seeking some advice about what can be done to recognise the 
removal of the spook tree, such as re‐planting or a small plaque etc. Can someone please contact Fiona about these matters? 

I will await Fiona K’s response before taking further action. 

Thanks all 

c 

Craig Jones 
Manager, Licensing and Compliance|Parks and Conservation 
T 02 6207 1283|   F  02 6207 2544 | E craigs.jones@act.gov.au 
Environment Division 
Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate| ACT Government 
500 Cotter Road, Weston Creek  ACT  2611 
http://www.environment.act.gov.au/ 

From: Jones, CraigS  
Sent: Wednesday, 8 August 2018 2:32 PM 
To: Kidman, Fiona <Fiona.Kidman@act.gov.au> 
Cc: Gilbert, Euroka <Euroka.Gilbert@act.gov.au>; Heritage <Heritage@act.gov.au> 
Subject: Aboriginal scar tree damaged near Waniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Hi Fiona 

I hope you can assist me. 
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I am investigating a tree that has been cut down near Wanniassa Hills Primary School. I understand that you were involved in a similar incident in relation to a tree known 
as the ‘spook tree’ not far from this site. 

According to the aerial imagery, the tree was cut down between 31 Dec 2016 and 10 March 2017 

The location of the tree I am investigating is circled in red below. A significant portion of the trunk remains on site. 
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Do you know if this tree was removed as part of the same works program that removed the ‘spook tree’? The dates roughly align. 

Thanks 
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c 

Craig Jones 
Manager, Licensing and Compliance|Parks and Conservation 
T 02 6207 1283|   F  02 6207 2544 | E craigs.jones@act.gov.au 
Environment Division 
Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate| ACT Government 
500 Cotter Road, Weston Creek  ACT  2611 
http://www.environment.act.gov.au/ 
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From: Jones, CraigS
Sent: Wednesday, 29 August 2018 3:25 PM
To: Moore, FionaF
Cc: Gilbert, Euroka; Russell, Meaghan; Nakkan, John; OConnell, Jennifer
Subject: RE: Aboriginal scar tree damaged near Wanniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

All 

Fiona Kidman suggested that the MST4 might have been removed by ACTPG, presumably ACT Property Group. Do any of you have a contact within ACTPG who manages 
trees? 

Thanks 

c 

Craig Jones 
Manager, Licensing and Compliance|Parks and Conservation 
T 02 6207 1283|   F  02 6207 2544 | E craigs.jones@act.gov.au 
Environment Division 
Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate| ACT Government 
500 Cotter Road, Weston Creek  ACT  2611 
http://www.environment.act.gov.au/ 

From: Moore, FionaF  
Sent: Tuesday, 21 August 2018 4:13 PM 
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To: Kidman, Fiona <Fiona.Kidman@act.gov.au>; Jones, CraigS <CraigS.Jones@act.gov.au> 
Cc: Gilbert, Euroka <Euroka.Gilbert@act.gov.au>; Russell, Meaghan <Meaghan.Russell@act.gov.au>; Nakkan, John <John.Nakkan@act.gov.au>; OConnell, Jennifer 
<Jennifer.OConnell@act.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: Aboriginal scar tree damaged near Wanniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Good afternoon Fiona, 

In relation to the Spook Tree: 

ACT Heritage referred the matter to the Access Canberra on 5 June 2017, who formally investigated.  On 28 November 2017 Access Canberra provided a response to EPSDD 
setting out its findings.  From your email, I assume Access Canberra did not write to you, and potentially other stakeholders, at the conclusion of their investigation.   

To close the matter for you, no further action will be taken by ACT Heritage/ACT Heritage Council in relation to the removal of the Aboriginal Scar Tree, known as the Spook 
Tree.  ACT Heritage/ACT Heritage Council does not request the re‐planting of a tree at the same location as the Spook Tree was registered for its cultural values, not 
landscape contributions.  Further, a plaque is not requested as the significance of the place was the scar itself. 

I note last year Wanniassa Hills Primary School proposed to a hold a meeting of all stakeholders, including RAOs, to agree on potential remediation of the site – such as a 
sheet metal cut‐out of a tree or plaque.  If this is something the school still wishes to pursue, we can assist with liaising with the RAOs. 

I trust this information is of assistance. 

Regards,  

Fiona Moore I Senior Manager, ACT Heritage (Mon – Thurs) 
Phone: +61 2 6205 9974 I Email: fionaf.moore@act.gov.au  
ACT Heritage I Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate I ACT Government  
Dame Pattie Menzies House, Dickson I GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601 I www.environment.act.gov.au 

From: Kidman, Fiona  
Sent: Friday, 17 August 2018 3:26 PM 
To: Jones, CraigS <CraigS.Jones@act.gov.au> 
Cc: Gilbert, Euroka <Euroka.Gilbert@act.gov.au>; Russell, Meaghan <Meaghan.Russell@act.gov.au>; Moore, FionaF <FionaF.Moore@act.gov.au>; Nakkan, John 
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<John.Nakkan@act.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: Aboriginal scar tree damaged near Wanniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Hi Craig  

I contacted the school and they were unsure of the date the tree was removed although they thought it was a couple of years ago.  From their memory  it was removed 
based on a complaint as a limb had almost fallen on a community member.  The tree is located outside of the school boundary and to the schools knowledge was removed 
by ACTPG. 

I hope this helpful.  I look forward to receiving information or advice relating to the scar tree inadvertently removed from the school site. 

Unfortunately I am unable to contact the contractor as tree maintenance on school sites has been transferred to ACTPG. 

Regards 
Fiona 

Fiona Kidman | Senior Project Officer ‐ External Learning Environments  
Phone: +61 2 6207 0002| Email: fiona.kidman@act.gov.au 
Infrastructure and Capital Works | Education | ACT Government 
220 Northbourne Avenue Braddon ACT 2612 | GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601 
www.education.act.gov.au | Facebook | Twitter |Instagram | LinkedIn | Google+ 

From: Jones, CraigS  
Sent: Tuesday, 14 August 2018 9:46 AM 
To: Gilbert, Euroka <Euroka.Gilbert@act.gov.au>; Russell, Meaghan <Meaghan.Russell@act.gov.au>; Moore, FionaF <FionaF.Moore@act.gov.au> 
Cc: Kidman, Fiona <Fiona.Kidman@act.gov.au> 
Subject: FW: Aboriginal scar tree damaged near Wanniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Hello everyone 

I spoke with Fiona Kidman from Education yesterday in relation to the removal of scar tree MST4 and I have cc’ed Fiona into this message. Fiona K is going to speak with 
the contractor that removed the ‘spook tree’ to see if they know anything about MST4.  

Page 48



4

Fiona K has not received any information about the outcome of the ‘spook tree’ investigation. Also, Fiona is seeking some advice about what can be done to recognise the 
removal of the spook tree, such as re‐planting or a small plaque etc. Can someone please contact Fiona about these matters? 

I will await Fiona K’s response before taking further action. 

Thanks all 

c 

Craig Jones 
Manager, Licensing and Compliance|Parks and Conservation 
T 02 6207 1283|   F  02 6207 2544 | E craigs.jones@act.gov.au 
Environment Division 
Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate| ACT Government 
500 Cotter Road, Weston Creek  ACT  2611 
http://www.environment.act.gov.au/ 

From: Jones, CraigS  
Sent: Wednesday, 8 August 2018 2:32 PM 
To: Kidman, Fiona <Fiona.Kidman@act.gov.au> 
Cc: Gilbert, Euroka <Euroka.Gilbert@act.gov.au>; Heritage <Heritage@act.gov.au> 
Subject: Aboriginal scar tree damaged near Waniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Hi Fiona 

I hope you can assist me. 

I am investigating a tree that has been cut down near Wanniassa Hills Primary School. I understand that you were involved in a similar incident in relation to a tree known 
as the ‘spook tree’ not far from this site. 

Page 49



5

According to the aerial imagery, the tree was cut down between 31 Dec 2016 and 10 March 2017 

The location of the tree I am investigating is circled in red below. A significant portion of the trunk remains on site. 
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Do you know if this tree was removed as part of the same works program that removed the ‘spook tree’? The dates roughly align. 

Thanks 
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c 

Craig Jones 
Manager, Licensing and Compliance|Parks and Conservation 
T 02 6207 1283|   F  02 6207 2544 | E craigs.jones@act.gov.au 
Environment Division 
Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate| ACT Government 
500 Cotter Road, Weston Creek  ACT  2611 
http://www.environment.act.gov.au/ 
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From: Moore, FionaF
Sent: Wednesday, 29 August 2018 4:03 PM
To: Jones, CraigS
Subject: RE: Aboriginal scar tree damaged near Wanniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Hi Craig, 

Checked with the team, and we don’t have an ACTPG contact ‐ sorry. Gov directory?  

Regards,  

Fiona Moore I Senior Manager, ACT Heritage & Secretary, ACT Heritage Council (Mon – Thurs) 
Phone: +61 2 6205 9974 I Email: fionaf.moore@act.gov.au  
ACT Heritage I Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate I ACT Government  
Dame Pattie Menzies House, Dickson I GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601 I www.environment.act.gov.au 

From: Jones, CraigS  
Sent: Wednesday, 29 August 2018 3:25 PM 
To: Moore, FionaF <FionaF.Moore@act.gov.au> 
Cc: Gilbert, Euroka <Euroka.Gilbert@act.gov.au>; Russell, Meaghan <Meaghan.Russell@act.gov.au>; Nakkan, John <John.Nakkan@act.gov.au>; OConnell, Jennifer 
<Jennifer.OConnell@act.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: Aboriginal scar tree damaged near Wanniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

All 

Fiona Kidman suggested that the MST4 might have been removed by ACTPG, presumably ACT Property Group. Do any of you have a contact within ACTPG who manages 
trees? 

Thanks 
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c 

Craig Jones 
Manager, Licensing and Compliance|Parks and Conservation 
T 02 6207 1283|   F 02 6207 2544 | E craigs.jones@act.gov.au 
Environment Division 
Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate| ACT Government 
500 Cotter Road, Weston Creek ACT 2611 
http://www.environment.act.gov.au/ 

From: Moore, FionaF  
Sent: Tuesday, 21 August 2018 4:13 PM 
To: Kidman, Fiona <Fiona.Kidman@act.gov.au>; Jones, CraigS <CraigS.Jones@act.gov.au> 
Cc: Gilbert, Euroka <Euroka.Gilbert@act.gov.au>; Russell, Meaghan <Meaghan.Russell@act.gov.au>; Nakkan, John <John.Nakkan@act.gov.au>; OConnell, Jennifer 
<Jennifer.OConnell@act.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: Aboriginal scar tree damaged near Wanniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Good afternoon Fiona, 

In relation to the Spook Tree: 

ACT Heritage referred the matter to the Access Canberra on 5 June 2017, who formally investigated. On 28 November 2017 Access Canberra provided a response to EPSDD 
setting out its findings. From your email, I assume Access Canberra did not write to you, and potentially other stakeholders, at the conclusion of their investigation.  

To close the matter for you, no further action will be taken by ACT Heritage/ACT Heritage Council in relation to the removal of the Aboriginal Scar Tree, known as the Spook 
Tree. ACT Heritage/ACT Heritage Council does not request the re‐planting of a tree at the same location as the Spook Tree was registered for its cultural values, not 
landscape contributions. Further, a plaque is not requested as the significance of the place was the scar itself. 
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I note last year Wanniassa Hills Primary School proposed to a hold a meeting of all stakeholders, including RAOs, to agree on potential remediation of the site – such as a 
sheet metal cut‐out of a tree or plaque. If this is something the school still wishes to pursue, we can assist with liaising with the RAOs. 

I trust this information is of assistance. 

Regards,  

Fiona Moore I Senior Manager, ACT Heritage (Mon – Thurs) 
Phone: +61 2 6205 9974 I Email: fionaf.moore@act.gov.au  
ACT Heritage I Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate I ACT Government  
Dame Pattie Menzies House, Dickson I GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601 I www.environment.act.gov.au 

From: Kidman, Fiona  
Sent: Friday, 17 August 2018 3:26 PM 
To: Jones, CraigS <CraigS.Jones@act.gov.au> 
Cc: Gilbert, Euroka <Euroka.Gilbert@act.gov.au>; Russell, Meaghan <Meaghan.Russell@act.gov.au>; Moore, FionaF <FionaF.Moore@act.gov.au>; Nakkan, John 
<John.Nakkan@act.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: Aboriginal scar tree damaged near Wanniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Hi Craig  

I contacted the school and they were unsure of the date the tree was removed although they thought it was a couple of years ago. From their memory it was removed 
based on a complaint as a limb had almost fallen on a community member. The tree is located outside of the school boundary and to the schools knowledge was removed 
by ACTPG. 

I hope this helpful. I look forward to receiving information or advice relating to the scar tree inadvertently removed from the school site. 

Unfortunately I am unable to contact the contractor as tree maintenance on school sites has been transferred to ACTPG. 

Regards 
Fiona 
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Fiona Kidman | Senior Project Officer ‐ External Learning Environments  
Phone: +61 2 6207 0002| Email: fiona.kidman@act.gov.au 
Infrastructure and Capital Works | Education | ACT Government 
220 Northbourne Avenue Braddon ACT 2612 | GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601 
www.education.act.gov.au | Facebook | Twitter |Instagram | LinkedIn | Google+ 

From: Jones, CraigS  
Sent: Tuesday, 14 August 2018 9:46 AM 
To: Gilbert, Euroka <Euroka.Gilbert@act.gov.au>; Russell, Meaghan <Meaghan.Russell@act.gov.au>; Moore, FionaF <FionaF.Moore@act.gov.au> 
Cc: Kidman, Fiona <Fiona.Kidman@act.gov.au> 
Subject: FW: Aboriginal scar tree damaged near Wanniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Hello everyone 

I spoke with Fiona Kidman from Education yesterday in relation to the removal of scar tree MST4 and I have cc’ed Fiona into this message. Fiona K is going to speak with 
the contractor that removed the ‘spook tree’ to see if they know anything about MST4.  

Fiona K has not received any information about the outcome of the ‘spook tree’ investigation. Also, Fiona is seeking some advice about what can be done to recognise the 
removal of the spook tree, such as re‐planting or a small plaque etc. Can someone please contact Fiona about these matters? 

I will await Fiona K’s response before taking further action. 

Thanks all 

c 

Craig Jones 
Manager, Licensing and Compliance|Parks and Conservation 
T 02 6207 1283|   F 02 6207 2544 | E craigs.jones@act.gov.au 
Environment Division 
Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate| ACT Government 
500 Cotter Road, Weston Creek ACT 2611 
http://www.environment.act.gov.au/ 
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From: Jones, CraigS  
Sent: Wednesday, 8 August 2018 2:32 PM 
To: Kidman, Fiona <Fiona.Kidman@act.gov.au> 
Cc: Gilbert, Euroka <Euroka.Gilbert@act.gov.au>; Heritage <Heritage@act.gov.au> 
Subject: Aboriginal scar tree damaged near Waniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Hi Fiona 

I hope you can assist me. 

I am investigating a tree that has been cut down near Wanniassa Hills Primary School. I understand that you were involved in a similar incident in relation to a tree known 
as the ‘spook tree’ not far from this site. 

According to the aerial imagery, the tree was cut down between 31 Dec 2016 and 10 March 2017 

The location of the tree I am investigating is circled in red below. A significant portion of the trunk remains on site. 
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Do you know if this tree was removed as part of the same works program that removed the ‘spook tree’? The dates roughly align. 

Thanks 
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c 

Craig Jones 
Manager, Licensing and Compliance|Parks and Conservation 
T 02 6207 1283|   F 02 6207 2544 | E craigs.jones@act.gov.au 
Environment Division 
Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate| ACT Government 
500 Cotter Road, Weston Creek ACT 2611 
http://www.environment.act.gov.au/ 
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From: Moore, FionaF
Sent: Wednesday, 29 August 2018 3:30 PM
To: Jones, CraigS
Subject: RE: Aboriginal scar tree damaged near Wanniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

I’ll check with the team and get back to you.  

Fiona Moore I Senior Manager, ACT Heritage & Secretary, ACT Heritage Council (Mon – Thurs) 
Phone: +61 2 6205 9974 I Email: fionaf.moore@act.gov.au  
ACT Heritage I Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate I ACT Government  
Dame Pattie Menzies House, Dickson I GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601 I www.environment.act.gov.au 

From: Jones, CraigS  
Sent: Wednesday, 29 August 2018 3:25 PM 
To: Moore, FionaF <FionaF.Moore@act.gov.au> 
Cc: Gilbert, Euroka <Euroka.Gilbert@act.gov.au>; Russell, Meaghan <Meaghan.Russell@act.gov.au>; Nakkan, John <John.Nakkan@act.gov.au>; OConnell, Jennifer 
<Jennifer.OConnell@act.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: Aboriginal scar tree damaged near Wanniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

All 

Fiona Kidman suggested that the MST4 might have been removed by ACTPG, presumably ACT Property Group. Do any of you have a contact within ACTPG who manages 
trees? 

Thanks 

c 

Craig Jones 
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Manager, Licensing and Compliance|Parks and Conservation 
T 02 6207 1283|   F 02 6207 2544 | E craigs.jones@act.gov.au 
Environment Division 
Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate| ACT Government 
500 Cotter Road, Weston Creek ACT 2611 
http://www.environment.act.gov.au/ 

From: Moore, FionaF  
Sent: Tuesday, 21 August 2018 4:13 PM 
To: Kidman, Fiona <Fiona.Kidman@act.gov.au>; Jones, CraigS <CraigS.Jones@act.gov.au> 
Cc: Gilbert, Euroka <Euroka.Gilbert@act.gov.au>; Russell, Meaghan <Meaghan.Russell@act.gov.au>; Nakkan, John <John.Nakkan@act.gov.au>; OConnell, Jennifer 
<Jennifer.OConnell@act.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: Aboriginal scar tree damaged near Wanniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Good afternoon Fiona, 

In relation to the Spook Tree: 

ACT Heritage referred the matter to the Access Canberra on 5 June 2017, who formally investigated. On 28 November 2017 Access Canberra provided a response to EPSDD 
setting out its findings. From your email, I assume Access Canberra did not write to you, and potentially other stakeholders, at the conclusion of their investigation.  

To close the matter for you, no further action will be taken by ACT Heritage/ACT Heritage Council in relation to the removal of the Aboriginal Scar Tree, known as the Spook 
Tree. ACT Heritage/ACT Heritage Council does not request the re‐planting of a tree at the same location as the Spook Tree was registered for its cultural values, not 
landscape contributions. Further, a plaque is not requested as the significance of the place was the scar itself. 

I note last year Wanniassa Hills Primary School proposed to a hold a meeting of all stakeholders, including RAOs, to agree on potential remediation of the site – such as a 
sheet metal cut‐out of a tree or plaque. If this is something the school still wishes to pursue, we can assist with liaising with the RAOs. 

I trust this information is of assistance. 

Page 61



3

Regards, 

Fiona Moore I Senior Manager, ACT Heritage (Mon – Thurs) 
Phone: +61 2 6205 9974 I Email: fionaf.moore@act.gov.au  
ACT Heritage I Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate I ACT Government  
Dame Pattie Menzies House, Dickson I GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601 I www.environment.act.gov.au 

From: Kidman, Fiona  
Sent: Friday, 17 August 2018 3:26 PM 
To: Jones, CraigS <CraigS.Jones@act.gov.au> 
Cc: Gilbert, Euroka <Euroka.Gilbert@act.gov.au>; Russell, Meaghan <Meaghan.Russell@act.gov.au>; Moore, FionaF <FionaF.Moore@act.gov.au>; Nakkan, John 
<John.Nakkan@act.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: Aboriginal scar tree damaged near Wanniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Hi Craig  

I contacted the school and they were unsure of the date the tree was removed although they thought it was a couple of years ago. From their memory it was removed 
based on a complaint as a limb had almost fallen on a community member. The tree is located outside of the school boundary and to the schools knowledge was removed 
by ACTPG. 

I hope this helpful. I look forward to receiving information or advice relating to the scar tree inadvertently removed from the school site. 

Unfortunately I am unable to contact the contractor as tree maintenance on school sites has been transferred to ACTPG. 

Regards 
Fiona 

Fiona Kidman | Senior Project Officer ‐ External Learning Environments  
Phone: +61 2 6207 0002| Email: fiona.kidman@act.gov.au 
Infrastructure and Capital Works | Education | ACT Government 
220 Northbourne Avenue Braddon ACT 2612 | GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601 
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www.education.act.gov.au | Facebook | Twitter |Instagram | LinkedIn | Google+ 

From: Jones, CraigS  
Sent: Tuesday, 14 August 2018 9:46 AM 
To: Gilbert, Euroka <Euroka.Gilbert@act.gov.au>; Russell, Meaghan <Meaghan.Russell@act.gov.au>; Moore, FionaF <FionaF.Moore@act.gov.au> 
Cc: Kidman, Fiona <Fiona.Kidman@act.gov.au> 
Subject: FW: Aboriginal scar tree damaged near Wanniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Hello everyone 

I spoke with Fiona Kidman from Education yesterday in relation to the removal of scar tree MST4 and I have cc’ed Fiona into this message. Fiona K is going to speak with 
the contractor that removed the ‘spook tree’ to see if they know anything about MST4.  

Fiona K has not received any information about the outcome of the ‘spook tree’ investigation. Also, Fiona is seeking some advice about what can be done to recognise the 
removal of the spook tree, such as re‐planting or a small plaque etc. Can someone please contact Fiona about these matters? 

I will await Fiona K’s response before taking further action. 

Thanks all 

c 

Craig Jones 
Manager, Licensing and Compliance|Parks and Conservation 
T 02 6207 1283|   F 02 6207 2544 | E craigs.jones@act.gov.au 
Environment Division 
Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate| ACT Government 
500 Cotter Road, Weston Creek ACT 2611 
http://www.environment.act.gov.au/ 
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From: Jones, CraigS  
Sent: Wednesday, 8 August 2018 2:32 PM 
To: Kidman, Fiona <Fiona.Kidman@act.gov.au> 
Cc: Gilbert, Euroka <Euroka.Gilbert@act.gov.au>; Heritage <Heritage@act.gov.au> 
Subject: Aboriginal scar tree damaged near Waniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Hi Fiona 

I hope you can assist me. 

I am investigating a tree that has been cut down near Wanniassa Hills Primary School. I understand that you were involved in a similar incident in relation to a tree known 
as the ‘spook tree’ not far from this site. 

According to the aerial imagery, the tree was cut down between 31 Dec 2016 and 10 March 2017 

The location of the tree I am investigating is circled in red below. A significant portion of the trunk remains on site. 
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Do you know if this tree was removed as part of the same works program that removed the ‘spook tree’? The dates roughly align. 

Thanks 
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c 

Craig Jones 
Manager, Licensing and Compliance|Parks and Conservation 
T 02 6207 1283|   F 02 6207 2544 | E craigs.jones@act.gov.au 
Environment Division 
Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate| ACT Government 
500 Cotter Road, Weston Creek ACT 2611 
http://www.environment.act.gov.au/ 
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From: Moore, FionaF
Sent: Tuesday, 21 August 2018 4:13 PM
To: Kidman, Fiona; Jones, CraigS
Cc: Gilbert, Euroka; Russell, Meaghan; Nakkan, John; OConnell, Jennifer
Subject: RE: Aboriginal scar tree damaged near Wanniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Good afternoon Fiona, 

In relation to the Spook Tree: 

ACT Heritage referred the matter to the Access Canberra on 5 June 2017, who formally investigated. On 28 November 2017 Access Canberra provided a response to EPSDD 
setting out its findings. From your email, I assume Access Canberra did not write to you, and potentially other stakeholders, at the conclusion of their investigation.  

To close the matter for you, no further action will be taken by ACT Heritage/ACT Heritage Council in relation to the removal of the Aboriginal Scar Tree, known as the Spook 
Tree. ACT Heritage/ACT Heritage Council does not request the re‐planting of a tree at the same location as the Spook Tree was registered for its cultural values, not 
landscape contributions. Further, a plaque is not requested as the significance of the place was the scar itself. 

I note last year Wanniassa Hills Primary School proposed to a hold a meeting of all stakeholders, including RAOs, to agree on potential remediation of the site – such as a 
sheet metal cut‐out of a tree or plaque. If this is something the school still wishes to pursue, we can assist with liaising with the RAOs. 

I trust this information is of assistance. 

Regards,  

Fiona Moore I Senior Manager, ACT Heritage (Mon – Thurs) 
Phone: +61 2 6205 9974 I Email: fionaf.moore@act.gov.au  
ACT Heritage I Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate I ACT Government  
Dame Pattie Menzies House, Dickson I GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601 I www.environment.act.gov.au 
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From: Kidman, Fiona  
Sent: Friday, 17 August 2018 3:26 PM 
To: Jones, CraigS <CraigS.Jones@act.gov.au> 
Cc: Gilbert, Euroka <Euroka.Gilbert@act.gov.au>; Russell, Meaghan <Meaghan.Russell@act.gov.au>; Moore, FionaF <FionaF.Moore@act.gov.au>; Nakkan, John 
<John.Nakkan@act.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: Aboriginal scar tree damaged near Wanniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Hi Craig  

I contacted the school and they were unsure of the date the tree was removed although they thought it was a couple of years ago. From their memory it was removed 
based on a complaint as a limb had almost fallen on a community member. The tree is located outside of the school boundary and to the schools knowledge was removed 
by ACTPG. 

I hope this helpful. I look forward to receiving information or advice relating to the scar tree inadvertently removed from the school site. 

Unfortunately I am unable to contact the contractor as tree maintenance on school sites has been transferred to ACTPG. 

Regards 
Fiona 

Fiona Kidman | Senior Project Officer ‐ External Learning Environments  
Phone: +61 2 6207 0002| Email: fiona.kidman@act.gov.au 
Infrastructure and Capital Works | Education | ACT Government 
220 Northbourne Avenue Braddon ACT 2612 | GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601 
www.education.act.gov.au | Facebook | Twitter |Instagram | LinkedIn | Google+ 

From: Jones, CraigS  
Sent: Tuesday, 14 August 2018 9:46 AM 
To: Gilbert, Euroka <Euroka.Gilbert@act.gov.au>; Russell, Meaghan <Meaghan.Russell@act.gov.au>; Moore, FionaF <FionaF.Moore@act.gov.au> 
Cc: Kidman, Fiona <Fiona.Kidman@act.gov.au> 
Subject: FW: Aboriginal scar tree damaged near Wanniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 
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Hello everyone 

I spoke with Fiona Kidman from Education yesterday in relation to the removal of scar tree MST4 and I have cc’ed Fiona into this message. Fiona K is going to speak with 
the contractor that removed the ‘spook tree’ to see if they know anything about MST4.  

Fiona K has not received any information about the outcome of the ‘spook tree’ investigation. Also, Fiona is seeking some advice about what can be done to recognise the 
removal of the spook tree, such as re‐planting or a small plaque etc. Can someone please contact Fiona about these matters? 

I will await Fiona K’s response before taking further action. 

Thanks all 

c 

Craig Jones 
Manager, Licensing and Compliance|Parks and Conservation 
T 02 6207 1283|   F 02 6207 2544 | E craigs.jones@act.gov.au 
Environment Division 
Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate| ACT Government 
500 Cotter Road, Weston Creek ACT 2611 
http://www.environment.act.gov.au/ 

From: Jones, CraigS  
Sent: Wednesday, 8 August 2018 2:32 PM 
To: Kidman, Fiona <Fiona.Kidman@act.gov.au> 
Cc: Gilbert, Euroka <Euroka.Gilbert@act.gov.au>; Heritage <Heritage@act.gov.au> 
Subject: Aboriginal scar tree damaged near Waniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Hi Fiona 
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I hope you can assist me. 

I am investigating a tree that has been cut down near Wanniassa Hills Primary School. I understand that you were involved in a similar incident in relation to a tree known 
as the ‘spook tree’ not far from this site. 

According to the aerial imagery, the tree was cut down between 31 Dec 2016 and 10 March 2017 

The location of the tree I am investigating is circled in red below. A significant portion of the trunk remains on site. 
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Do you know if this tree was removed as part of the same works program that removed the ‘spook tree’? The dates roughly align. 

Thanks 
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c 

Craig Jones 
Manager, Licensing and Compliance|Parks and Conservation 
T 02 6207 1283|   F 02 6207 2544 | E craigs.jones@act.gov.au 
Environment Division 
Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate| ACT Government 
500 Cotter Road, Weston Creek ACT 2611 
http://www.environment.act.gov.au/ 
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From: Kidman, Fiona
Sent: Friday, 17 August 2018 3:26 PM
To: Jones, CraigS
Cc: Gilbert, Euroka; Russell, Meaghan; Moore, FionaF; Nakkan, John
Subject: RE: Aboriginal scar tree damaged near Wanniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Hi Craig  

I contacted the school and they were unsure of the date the tree was removed although they thought it was a couple of years ago. From their memory it was removed 
based on a complaint as a limb had almost fallen on a community member. The tree is located outside of the school boundary and to the schools knowledge was removed 
by ACTPG. 

I hope this helpful. I look forward to receiving information or advice relating to the scar tree inadvertently removed from the school site. 

Unfortunately I am unable to contact the contractor as tree maintenance on school sites has been transferred to ACTPG. 

Regards 
Fiona 

Fiona Kidman | Senior Project Officer ‐ External Learning Environments  
Phone: +61 2 6207 0002| Email: fiona.kidman@act.gov.au 
Infrastructure and Capital Works | Education | ACT Government 
220 Northbourne Avenue Braddon ACT 2612 | GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601 
www.education.act.gov.au | Facebook | Twitter |Instagram | LinkedIn | Google+ 

From: Jones, CraigS  
Sent: Tuesday, 14 August 2018 9:46 AM 
To: Gilbert, Euroka <Euroka.Gilbert@act.gov.au>; Russell, Meaghan <Meaghan.Russell@act.gov.au>; Moore, FionaF <FionaF.Moore@act.gov.au> 
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Cc: Kidman, Fiona <Fiona.Kidman@act.gov.au> 
Subject: FW: Aboriginal scar tree damaged near Wanniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Hello everyone 

I spoke with Fiona Kidman from Education yesterday in relation to the removal of scar tree MST4 and I have cc’ed Fiona into this message. Fiona K is going to speak with 
the contractor that removed the ‘spook tree’ to see if they know anything about MST4.  

Fiona K has not received any information about the outcome of the ‘spook tree’ investigation. Also, Fiona is seeking some advice about what can be done to recognise the 
removal of the spook tree, such as re‐planting or a small plaque etc. Can someone please contact Fiona about these matters? 

I will await Fiona K’s response before taking further action. 

Thanks all 

c 

Craig Jones 
Manager, Licensing and Compliance|Parks and Conservation 
T 02 6207 1283|   F 02 6207 2544 | E craigs.jones@act.gov.au 
Environment Division 
Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate| ACT Government 
500 Cotter Road, Weston Creek ACT 2611 
http://www.environment.act.gov.au/ 

From: Jones, CraigS  
Sent: Wednesday, 8 August 2018 2:32 PM 
To: Kidman, Fiona <Fiona.Kidman@act.gov.au> 
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Cc: Gilbert, Euroka <Euroka.Gilbert@act.gov.au>; Heritage <Heritage@act.gov.au> 
Subject: Aboriginal scar tree damaged near Waniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Hi Fiona 

I hope you can assist me. 

I am investigating a tree that has been cut down near Wanniassa Hills Primary School. I understand that you were involved in a similar incident in relation to a tree known 
as the ‘spook tree’ not far from this site. 

According to the aerial imagery, the tree was cut down between 31 Dec 2016 and 10 March 2017 

The location of the tree I am investigating is circled in red below. A significant portion of the trunk remains on site. 
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Do you know if this tree was removed as part of the same works program that removed the ‘spook tree’? The dates roughly align. 

Thanks 
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c 

Craig Jones 
Manager, Licensing and Compliance|Parks and Conservation 
T 02 6207 1283|   F 02 6207 2544 | E craigs.jones@act.gov.au 
Environment Division 
Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate| ACT Government 
500 Cotter Road, Weston Creek ACT 2611 
http://www.environment.act.gov.au/ 
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From: Jones, CraigS
Sent: Friday, 27 July 2018 11:55 AM
To: Gilbert, Euroka
Cc: Chaston, Daisy; Russell, Meaghan
Subject: RE: potential breach of the Heritage Act 2004. [DLM=Sensitive]

Euroka 

Thanks for sending this through. I understand that this tree has been down for over 12 months so an immediate response isn’t necessary. 

Can you please schedule a meeting for some time next week at DPM so we can do the following; 
1. Review the registered tree file
2. Review what evidence we have thus far
3. Review the relevant legislation (sorry, I’m not familiar with it)
4. Formulate an investigation plan
5. Conduct a site inspection

This might also be a good opportunity to decide on the best way to conserve the tree. 

Thanks 

c 

Craig Jones 
Manager, Licensing and Compliance|Parks and Conservation 
T 02 6207 1283|   F  02 6207 2544 | E craigs.jones@act.gov.au 
Environment Division 
Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate| ACT Government 
500 Cotter Road, Weston Creek  ACT  2611 
http://www.environment.act.gov.au/ 
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From: Gilbert, Euroka  
Sent: Friday, 27 July 2018 11:17 AM 
To: Jones, CraigS <CraigS.Jones@act.gov.au> 
Cc: Chaston, Daisy <Daisy.Chaston@act.gov.au>; Russell, Meaghan <Meaghan.Russell@act.gov.au> 
Subject: potential breach of the Heritage Act 2004. [DLM=Sensitive] 

Hi Craig. 

ACT Heritage has received a query from a member of the public regarding the cutting down of a Registered scarred tree at Wanniassa. The tree is now laying in Urban Open 
Space located near Bilson Place, Wanniassa (near Wanniassa Hills Primary School). 

We have spoken to Daniel and he requested that we contact you to undertake the initial information gathering and site recording. 

The trunk bearing the scar was present onsite at 24/07/2018 (image attached but upside down). 

I have attached an ACTmapi extract with the trees location for your reference. 

ACT Heritage is seeking a secure location for the storage of the trunk within PCS estate. 
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If further information is required please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

Cheers 
Mr. Euroka Gilbert | Aboriginal Liaison Officer 
Phone 02 6207 5724 | Email: euroka.gilbert@act.gov.au 
ACT Heritage | Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate | ACT Government  
Dame Pattie Menzies House, Challis Street, Dickson | GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601 | www.environment.act.gov.au 

I acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the ACT and region, their continuing connection to land and community.  I pay my respect to them and their culture, and to the Elders past, present and future. 
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From: Jones, CraigS
Sent: Wednesday, 19 September 2018 1:02 PM
To: Moore, FionaF; Gilbert, Euroka
Cc: Russell, Meaghan; Nakkan, John; OConnell, Jennifer
Subject: RE: Tree removal near Wanniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Fiona and Euroka 

My apologies for not getting back to you earlier. I have been busy on other matters and will not be able to get back to this investigation for some time. 

The only outstanding investigation actions are speaking with the school and nearby property owners who may have witnessed what occurred. Is it possible for someone 
from your team to do this and let me know if these inquiries turn up any further leads. 

Sorry and thanks 

c 

Craig Jones 
Manager, Licensing and Compliance|Parks and Conservation 
T 02 6207 1283|   F  02 6207 2544 | E craigs.jones@act.gov.au 
Environment Division 
Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate| ACT Government 
500 Cotter Road, Weston Creek  ACT  2611 
http://www.environment.act.gov.au/ 
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From: Jones, CraigS  
Sent: Thursday, 30 August 2018 12:36 PM 
To: Moore, FionaF <FionaF.Moore@act.gov.au>; Gilbert, Euroka <Euroka.Gilbert@act.gov.au> 
Cc: Russell, Meaghan <Meaghan.Russell@act.gov.au>; Nakkan, John <John.Nakkan@act.gov.au>; OConnell, Jennifer <Jennifer.OConnell@act.gov.au> 
Subject: FW: Tree removal near Wanniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

F & E 

Please see advice from ACTPG below. In short 
 They only deal with trees on sites they manage
 Any trees they contract to be removed are fully removed from site and stump ground

I don’t think I’ve received a copy of the Access Canberra investigation report in relation to the Spook Tree; could someone please send me a copy as I want to speak with 
the contractor who removed that tree. Once I’ve done that, the only other steps are speaking with the school directly and the occupants of the nearby residential 
properties. 

Thanks 

c 

Craig Jones 
Manager, Licensing and Compliance|Parks and Conservation 
T 02 6207 1283|  F  02 6207 2544 | E craigs.jones@act.gov.au 
Environment Division 
Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate| ACT Government 
500 Cotter Road, Weston Creek  ACT  2611 
http://www.environment.act.gov.au/ 
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From: Sadler, Tony  
Sent: Thursday, 30 August 2018 9:10 AM 
To: Jones, CraigS <CraigS.Jones@act.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: Tree removal near Wanniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Hi Craig 

How are you? 
How long have you been with ACT Gov.? 

As for the tree in question ACT Property Group only provide services within the boundaries of buildings we manage. As the tree in question is on public land I would say it 
would have been attended to through the fix my street unit.  

There may have been a case lodged with Access Canberra, they may have a record of a complaint coming in from a member of the public. 
As part of the tree is still present it is possible that it was not removed professionally as I know when we arrange tree removal it includes stump grinding. 

The schools I believe organise their own tree maintenance. It may be worth asking who carried out the works at the school and contacting them they may have seen 
something if they were there in the same sort of time frame. 

Sorry I couldn’t be of more help. 

Cheers 

Tony Sadler Property Officer  I Portfolio Management Team | ACT Property Group |Chief Minister, Treasury & Economic Development Directorate |ACT Government 
PO Box 777 Fyshwick ACT 2609 | www.act.gov.au 

Ph: + 61 6205 9096 | F: + 61 2 6213 0735 |  E: tony.sadler@act.gov.au 

“If you have any feedback for the ACT Property Group, please email actpgfeedback@act.gov.au“ 

From: Jones, CraigS  
Sent: Wednesday, 29 August 2018 5:19 PM 
To: Sadler, Tony <Tony.Sadler@act.gov.au> 
Subject: Tree removal near Wanniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 
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Hi Tony 

Long‐time no‐speak. Hope things are good with you and yours. 

Are you able to give me a hand with an enquiry I’m dealing with at the moment? We received a complaint about a tree being removed from public land near Wanniassa 
Hills Primary School – there’s an image showing the location below. I’ve had a look at the aerial imagery and it was cut down sometime between 31 Dec 2016 and 10 March 
2017. 

It was a large standing dead tree. Part of the trunk is still at the site but the rest is gone. 

I have spoken with City Services and they don’t know anything about it. I have also spoken with Fiona Moore from Dept. of Education. Fiona had some trees removed from 
in and around the school grounds around this time but not this one. She suggested that Property Group may have removed because of public safety concerns. 

Does your team manage tree removals? If so, are you able to check if this one was taken down by one of your contractors? 
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Thanks for any help you can give me. 

c 
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Craig Jones 
Manager, Licensing and Compliance|Parks and Conservation 
T 02 6207 1283|   F  02 6207 2544 | E craigs.jones@act.gov.au 
Environment Division 
Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate| ACT Government 
500 Cotter Road, Weston Creek  ACT  2611 
http://www.environment.act.gov.au/ 
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From: Jones, CraigS
Sent: Thursday, 30 August 2018 10:03 AM
To: Sadler, Tony
Subject: RE: Tree removal near Wanniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Ton 

Awesome – thanks for getting back to me. 

 

c 

From: Sadler, Tony  
Sent: Thursday, 30 August 2018 9:10 AM 
To: Jones, CraigS <CraigS.Jones@act.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: Tree removal near Wanniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Hi Craig 

How are you? 
How long have you been with ACT Gov.? 

As for the tree in question ACT Property Group only provide services within the boundaries of buildings we manage. As the tree in question is on public land I would say it 
would have been attended to through the fix my street unit.  

There may have been a case lodged with Access Canberra, they may have a record of a complaint coming in from a member of the public. 
As part of the tree is still present it is possible that it was not removed professionally as I know when we arrange tree removal it includes stump grinding. 

The schools I believe organise their own tree maintenance. It may be worth asking who carried out the works at the school and contacting them they may have seen 
something if they were there in the same sort of time frame. 

Sorry I couldn’t be of more help. 
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Cheers 

Tony Sadler Property Officer  I Portfolio Management Team | ACT Property Group |Chief Minister, Treasury & Economic Development Directorate |ACT Government 
PO Box 777 Fyshwick ACT 2609 | www.act.gov.au 

Ph: + 61 6205 9096 | F: + 61 2 6213 0735 |  E: tony.sadler@act.gov.au 
 

“If you have any feedback for the ACT Property Group, please email actpgfeedback@act.gov.au“ 

From: Jones, CraigS  
Sent: Wednesday, 29 August 2018 5:19 PM 
To: Sadler, Tony <Tony.Sadler@act.gov.au> 
Subject: Tree removal near Wanniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Hi Tony 

Long‐time no‐speak. Hope things are good with you and yours. 

Are you able to give me a hand with an enquiry I’m dealing with at the moment? We received a complaint about a tree being removed from public land near Wanniassa 
Hills Primary School – there’s an image showing the location below. I’ve had a look at the aerial imagery and it was cut down sometime between 31 Dec 2016 and 10 March 
2017. 

It was a large standing dead tree. Part of the trunk is still at the site but the rest is gone. 

I have spoken with City Services and they don’t know anything about it. I have also spoken with Fiona Moore from Dept. of Education. Fiona had some trees removed from 
in and around the school grounds around this time but not this one. She suggested that Property Group may have removed because of public safety concerns. 

Does your team manage tree removals? If so, are you able to check if this one was taken down by one of your contractors? 
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Thanks for any help you can give me. 

c 
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Craig Jones 
Manager, Licensing and Compliance|Parks and Conservation 
T 02 6207 1283|   F  02 6207 2544 | E craigs.jones@act.gov.au 
Environment Division 
Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate| ACT Government 
500 Cotter Road, Weston Creek  ACT  2611 
http://www.environment.act.gov.au/ 

Page 91



1

From: Gilbert, Euroka
Sent: Thursday, 30 August 2018 12:45 PM
To: Jones, CraigS; Moore, FionaF
Subject: RE: Tree removal near Wanniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]
Attachments: 20171128 - Letter to Geoffrey Ruttledge - Heritage Listed Tree.pdf

From: Jones, CraigS  
Sent: Thursday, 30 August 2018 12:36 PM 
To: Moore, FionaF <FionaF.Moore@act.gov.au>; Gilbert, Euroka <Euroka.Gilbert@act.gov.au> 
Cc: Russell, Meaghan <Meaghan.Russell@act.gov.au>; Nakkan, John <John.Nakkan@act.gov.au>; OConnell, Jennifer <Jennifer.OConnell@act.gov.au> 
Subject: FW: Tree removal near Wanniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

F & E 

Please see advice from ACTPG below. In short 
 They only deal with trees on sites they manage
 Any trees they contract to be removed are fully removed from site and stump ground

I don’t think I’ve received a copy of the Access Canberra investigation report in relation to the Spook Tree; could someone please send me a copy as I want to speak with 
the contractor who removed that tree. Once I’ve done that, the only other steps are speaking with the school directly and the occupants of the nearby residential 
properties. 

Thanks 

c 

Craig Jones 
Manager, Licensing and Compliance|Parks and Conservation 
T 02 6207 1283|   F  02 6207 2544 | E craigs.jones@act.gov.au 
Environment Division 
Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate| ACT Government 
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500 Cotter Road, Weston Creek  ACT  2611 
http://www.environment.act.gov.au/ 

From: Sadler, Tony  
Sent: Thursday, 30 August 2018 9:10 AM 
To: Jones, CraigS <CraigS.Jones@act.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: Tree removal near Wanniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Hi Craig 

How are you? 
How long have you been with ACT Gov.? 

As for the tree in question ACT Property Group only provide services within the boundaries of buildings we manage. As the tree in question is on public land I would say it 
would have been attended to through the fix my street unit.  

There may have been a case lodged with Access Canberra, they may have a record of a complaint coming in from a member of the public. 
As part of the tree is still present it is possible that it was not removed professionally as I know when we arrange tree removal it includes stump grinding. 

The schools I believe organise their own tree maintenance. It may be worth asking who carried out the works at the school and contacting them they may have seen 
something if they were there in the same sort of time frame. 

Sorry I couldn’t be of more help. 

Cheers 

Tony Sadler Property Officer  I Portfolio Management Team | ACT Property Group |Chief Minister, Treasury & Economic Development Directorate |ACT Government 
PO Box 777 Fyshwick ACT 2609 | www.act.gov.au 

Ph: + 61 6205 9096 | F: + 61 2 6213 0735 |  E: tony.sadler@act.gov.au 
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“If you have any feedback for the ACT Property Group, please email actpgfeedback@act.gov.au“ 

From: Jones, CraigS  
Sent: Wednesday, 29 August 2018 5:19 PM 
To: Sadler, Tony <Tony.Sadler@act.gov.au> 
Subject: Tree removal near Wanniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Hi Tony 

Long‐time no‐speak. Hope things are good with you and yours. 

Are you able to give me a hand with an enquiry I’m dealing with at the moment? We received a complaint about a tree being removed from public land near Wanniassa 
Hills Primary School – there’s an image showing the location below. I’ve had a look at the aerial imagery and it was cut down sometime between 31 Dec 2016 and 10 March 
2017. 

It was a large standing dead tree. Part of the trunk is still at the site but the rest is gone. 

I have spoken with City Services and they don’t know anything about it. I have also spoken with Fiona Moore from Dept. of Education. Fiona had some trees removed from 
in and around the school grounds around this time but not this one. She suggested that Property Group may have removed because of public safety concerns. 

Does your team manage tree removals? If so, are you able to check if this one was taken down by one of your contractors? 
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Thanks for any help you can give me. 

c 
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Craig Jones 
Manager, Licensing and Compliance|Parks and Conservation 
T 02 6207 1283|   F  02 6207 2544 | E craigs.jones@act.gov.au 
Environment Division 
Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate| ACT Government 
500 Cotter Road, Weston Creek  ACT  2611 
http://www.environment.act.gov.au/ 
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From: Moore, FionaF
Sent: Tuesday, 25 September 2018 4:26 PM
To: Jones, CraigS; Gilbert, Euroka
Cc: OConnell, Jennifer; Russell, Meaghan
Subject: RE: Tree removal near Wanniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Hi Craig, 

Further to my email below, Daniel Iglesias and I had a quick chat this afternoon and have agreed to a plan of what next.  

Give me a call and I’ll bring you up to speed on what we discussed.  

Fiona Moore I Senior Manager, ACT Heritage & Secretary, ACT Heritage Council (Mon – Thurs) 
Phone: +61 2 6205 9974 I Email: fionaf.moore@act.gov.au  
ACT Heritage I Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate I ACT Government  
Dame Pattie Menzies House, Dickson I GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601 I www.environment.act.gov.au 

From: Moore, FionaF  
Sent: Tuesday, 25 September 2018 3:55 PM 
To: Jones, CraigS <CraigS.Jones@act.gov.au>; Gilbert, Euroka <Euroka.Gilbert@act.gov.au> 
Cc: OConnell, Jennifer <Jennifer.OConnell@act.gov.au>; Russell, Meaghan <Meaghan.Russell@act.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: Tree removal near Wanniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Hi Craig, 

Apologies for my tardy reply I have been away   
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It might be worth us touching base when you’re next in the office – to see if there are other ways we can progress it. Or perhaps give me a call? 

We are receiving a number of ongoing enquiries from EPSDD Executives and the Minister’s Office in relation to this tree (and the Spook Tree). 

Regards,  

Fiona Moore I Senior Manager, ACT Heritage & Secretary, ACT Heritage Council (Mon – Thurs) 
Phone: +61 2 6205 9974 I Email: fionaf.moore@act.gov.au  
ACT Heritage I Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate I ACT Government  
Dame Pattie Menzies House, Dickson I GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601 I www.environment.act.gov.au 

From: Jones, CraigS  
Sent: Wednesday, 19 September 2018 1:02 PM 
To: Moore, FionaF <FionaF.Moore@act.gov.au>; Gilbert, Euroka <Euroka.Gilbert@act.gov.au> 
Cc: Russell, Meaghan <Meaghan.Russell@act.gov.au>; Nakkan, John <John.Nakkan@act.gov.au>; OConnell, Jennifer <Jennifer.OConnell@act.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: Tree removal near Wanniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Fiona and Euroka 

My apologies for not getting back to you earlier. I have been busy on other matters and will not be able to get back to this investigation for some time. 

The only outstanding investigation actions are speaking with the school and nearby property owners who may have witnessed what occurred. Is it possible for someone 
from your team to do this and let me know if these inquiries turn up any further leads. 

Sorry and thanks 

c 

Craig Jones 
Manager, Licensing and Compliance|Parks and Conservation 
T 02 6207 1283|   F 02 6207 2544 | E craigs.jones@act.gov.au 
Environment Division 
Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate| ACT Government 
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500 Cotter Road, Weston Creek ACT 2611 
http://www.environment.act.gov.au/ 

From: Jones, CraigS  
Sent: Thursday, 30 August 2018 12:36 PM 
To: Moore, FionaF <FionaF.Moore@act.gov.au>; Gilbert, Euroka <Euroka.Gilbert@act.gov.au> 
Cc: Russell, Meaghan <Meaghan.Russell@act.gov.au>; Nakkan, John <John.Nakkan@act.gov.au>; OConnell, Jennifer <Jennifer.OConnell@act.gov.au> 
Subject: FW: Tree removal near Wanniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

F & E 

Please see advice from ACTPG below. In short 
 They only deal with trees on sites they manage
 Any trees they contract to be removed are fully removed from site and stump ground

I don’t think I’ve received a copy of the Access Canberra investigation report in relation to the Spook Tree; could someone please send me a copy as I want to speak with 
the contractor who removed that tree. Once I’ve done that, the only other steps are speaking with the school directly and the occupants of the nearby residential 
properties. 

Thanks 

c 

Craig Jones 
Manager, Licensing and Compliance|Parks and Conservation 
T 02 6207 1283|   F 02 6207 2544 | E craigs.jones@act.gov.au 
Environment Division 
Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate| ACT Government 
500 Cotter Road, Weston Creek ACT 2611 
http://www.environment.act.gov.au/ 
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From: Sadler, Tony  
Sent: Thursday, 30 August 2018 9:10 AM 
To: Jones, CraigS <CraigS.Jones@act.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: Tree removal near Wanniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Hi Craig 

How are you? 
How long have you been with ACT Gov.? 

As for the tree in question ACT Property Group only provide services within the boundaries of buildings we manage. As the tree in question is on public land I would say it 
would have been attended to through the fix my street unit.  

There may have been a case lodged with Access Canberra, they may have a record of a complaint coming in from a member of the public. 
As part of the tree is still present it is possible that it was not removed professionally as I know when we arrange tree removal it includes stump grinding. 

The schools I believe organise their own tree maintenance. It may be worth asking who carried out the works at the school and contacting them they may have seen 
something if they were there in the same sort of time frame. 

Sorry I couldn’t be of more help. 

Cheers 

Tony Sadler Property Officer I Portfolio Management Team | ACT Property Group |Chief Minister, Treasury & Economic Development Directorate |ACT Government 
PO Box 777 Fyshwick ACT 2609 | www.act.gov.au 

Ph: + 61 6205 9096 | F: + 61 2 6213 0735 | E: tony.sadler@act.gov.au 
 

“If you have any feedback for the ACT Property Group, please email actpgfeedback@act.gov.au“ 
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From: Jones, CraigS  
Sent: Wednesday, 29 August 2018 5:19 PM 
To: Sadler, Tony <Tony.Sadler@act.gov.au> 
Subject: Tree removal near Wanniassa Hills Primary School [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Hi Tony 

Long‐time no‐speak. Hope things are good with you and yours. 

Are you able to give me a hand with an enquiry I’m dealing with at the moment? We received a complaint about a tree being removed from public land near Wanniassa 
Hills Primary School – there’s an image showing the location below. I’ve had a look at the aerial imagery and it was cut down sometime between 31 Dec 2016 and 10 March 
2017. 

It was a large standing dead tree. Part of the trunk is still at the site but the rest is gone. 

I have spoken with City Services and they don’t know anything about it. I have also spoken with Fiona Moore from Dept. of Education. Fiona had some trees removed from 
in and around the school grounds around this time but not this one. She suggested that Property Group may have removed because of public safety concerns. 

Does your team manage tree removals? If so, are you able to check if this one was taken down by one of your contractors? 
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Thanks for any help you can give me. 

c 
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Craig Jones 
Manager, Licensing and Compliance|Parks and Conservation 
T 02 6207 1283|   F 02 6207 2544 | E craigs.jones@act.gov.au 
Environment Division 
Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate| ACT Government 
500 Cotter Road, Weston Creek ACT 2611 
http://www.environment.act.gov.au/ 
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From: Gilbert, Euroka
To: Jones, CraigS
Subject: RE: Wanniassa scar tree - quick update [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]
Date: Monday, 6 August 2018 5:00:54 PM
Attachments: image001.jpg

Hi Craig.
I have spoken to Fiona and Meaghan, we agree that “investigating illegal damage to a native tree
under the Nature Conservation Act 2014” sounds good, and may protect the remaining Scar
Trees.

From: Jones, CraigS 
Sent: Monday, 6 August 2018 11:31 AM
To: Gilbert, Euroka <Euroka.Gilbert@act.gov.au>; Russell, Meaghan
<Meaghan.Russell@act.gov.au>; Moore, FionaF <FionaF.Moore@act.gov.au>
Subject: Wanniassa scar tree - quick update [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]
Hi all
A brief update;

· I spoke with  via telephone at 1415hrs on 1 Aug 2018. He had no further
information or leads about this matter.

· I spoke with TCCS Southside Operations Manager Malcolm Gale on 2 Aug 2018. They are
responsible for lawn mowing on that portion of unleased land. He said he was not aware
of the issue and there would be no record of it at his end.

Next steps are to
· contact the school
· carry out site inspection, photograph etc.
· conduct door knock/letter box drop near-by residents.

I will draft the letter but require the following advice from you; Do you want to specifically
identify it as a scar tree, and potentially expose it and other nearby scar trees to further
damage? If not, I can say that we are investigating illegal damage to a native tree under the
Nature Conservation Act 2014, and quote the penalties from that Act.
Thanks everyone
c
Craig Jones
Manager, Licensing and Compliance|Parks and Conservation
T 02 6207 1283| | F 02 6207 2544 | E craigs.jones@act.gov.au
Environment Division
Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate| ACT Government
500 Cotter Road, Weston Creek ACT 2611
http://www.environment.act.gov.au/
ACTGovPCSAAA
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From: Gilbert, Euroka
To: Jones, CraigS
Cc: Russell, Meaghan
Subject: Wanniassa - S253 B0006 - Heritage Advice (qA718776) [DLM=Sensitive]
Date: Thursday, 2 August 2018 1:10:14 PM
Attachments: Wanniassa - S253 B0006 - Heritage Advice.obr

image001.png

Hi Craig.
Here is the ACT Heritage file for the Wanniassa Scar Tree issues.
I have down loaded all available NearMap images NearMap MTS4 [Folder].
Please note the tree is cut down between:
EPSG3857_Date20161231_Lat-35.393180_Lon149.094401_Mpp0.075
EPSG3857_Date20170310_Lat-35.393180_Lon149.094401_Mpp0.075
and the tree moves between:
EPSG3857_Date20170926_Lat-35.393180_Lon149.094401_Mpp0.075
EPSG3857_Date20180106_Lat-35.393180_Lon149.094401_Mpp0.075
Let me know if you can access it please?
If further information is required please don’t hesitate to contact me.
Cheers
Mr. Euroka Gilbert | Aboriginal Liaison Officer
Phone 02 6207 5724 | Email: euroka.gilbert@act.gov.au
ACT Heritage | Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate | ACT
Government
Dame Pattie Menzies House, Challis Street, Dickson | GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601 |
www.environment.act.gov.au

I acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the ACT and region, their continuing connection to land and community. I pay my
respect to them and their culture, and to the Elders past, present and future.

Euroka Gilbert has sent you a link to "Wanniassa - S253 B0006 - Heritage Advice" (qA718776)
from Objective.
Open in Navigator
Double click on the attachment
Open in ECM for Browser
https://objective.act.gov.au:8443/#/documents/qA718776/details
Open in Your Browser
https://objective.act.gov.au/id:qA718776
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From: Moore, FionaF
Sent: Thursday, 26 July 2018 2:53 PM
To: Russell, Meaghan; Gilbert, Euroka
Cc: OConnell, Jennifer
Subject: FW: Scar tree pics [DLM=Sensitive]

Hi Meaghan/Euroka, 

Please see emails below. 

I met with Stephen this afternoon and in summary, TCCS have no record of removals, at that location, by their crews and contractors.   

TCCS will however move the tree to a secure location.  I have advised Stephen that we will seek direction from Council/RAOs as to where the tree should be returned to. 

Next steps: please initiate notification to Council/RAOs and seek their involvement in identifying an appropriate return outcome. 

Thank you,  

Fiona Moore I Senior Manager, ACT Heritage (Mon – Thurs) 
Phone: +61 2 6205 9974 I Email: fionaf.moore@act.gov.au  
ACT Heritage I Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate I ACT Government  
Dame Pattie Menzies House, Dickson I GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601 I www.environment.act.gov.au 

From: Alegria, Stephen  
Sent: Thursday, 26 July 2018 2:38 PM 
To: Dawes, Rachael <Rachael.Dawes@act.gov.au>; Moore, FionaF <FionaF.Moore@act.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: Scar tree pics [DLM=Sensitive] 

Hi Rachael, 
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Could you please arrange to have the felled scar tree removed and stored (temporarily) in a safe and secure place where it will not be subject to any further damage. If 
possible, can you provide Fiona with 24‐48 hours notice prior to removal in case the RAOs wish to be present. 

Fiona, further to our discussion today, this email and others sent today constitute TCCS’s initial response to your request for information. If in the course of your 
investigations further queries arise, please contact Rachael and we will do our best to assist. 

Regards 

Stephen Alegria | Director | City Presentation 
T 02 6207 9833|   
City Services | Transport Canberra and City Services Directorate  
Level 2 Wotso House, 490 Northbourne Avenue, Dickson ACT | GPO 158, Canberra ACT 2601. 
www.tccs.act.gov.au 

From: Dawes, Rachael  
Sent: Thursday, 26 July 2018 11:34 AM 
To: Alegria, Stephen <Stephen.Alegria@act.gov.au> 
Subject: Scar tree pics [DLM=Sensitive] 

Hi Stephen 
The scar tree pics are below.  This tree appears to have been a totem, and was felled some time ago and left in‐situ.  As previously outlined, there is no evidence that this 
has been undertaken by any TCCS staff or contractors.  The last two pics are the location of the mistakenly removed tree by Treeworks I believe.  I am not sure if the log is 
the remains of that tree, but no scar was evident. It was placed quite a distance from the stump. 

Cheers 
Rach 

Rachael Dawes | A/G Manager Urban Treescapes 
Phone  02 6205 5263  |  | Email: rachael.dawes@act.gov.au 
Urban Treescapes, City Presentation | Transport Canberra and City Services Directorate | ACT Government 
Level 2, 490 Northbourne Avenue, Dickson 2602 | GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601 | www.act.gov.au    

From: Dawes, Rachael  
Sent: Thursday, 26 July 2018 11:00 AM 
To: Dawes, Rachael <Rachael.Dawes@act.gov.au> 
Subject: Scar tree pics 
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Rachael Dawes | A/G Manager Urban Treescapes 
Phone  02 6205 5263  |   | Email: rachael.dawes@act.gov.au 
Urban Treescapes, City Presentation | Transport Canberra and City Services Directorate | ACT Government 
Level 2, 490 Northbourne Avenue, Dickson 2602 | GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601 | www.act.gov.au    

 Sent from my iPad 
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From: Russell, Meaghan
To: Gilbert, Euroka; Caddy, Gabrielle
Subject: Wanniassa scarred tree site inspection
Start: Tuesday, 24 July 2018 1:00:00 PM
End: Tuesday, 24 July 2018 2:30:00 PM

As discussed – the Outlander has been booked for your use from 1pm to 2.30pm
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From: Moore, FionaF
To: Russell, Meaghan
Cc: OConnell, Jennifer
Subject: FW: For action - Due to GS 27 JULY 2018 - 18/21069 - Ministerial Correspondence - Aboriginal scarred trees

in Wanniassa - [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]
Date: Tuesday, 24 July 2018 9:43:48 AM
Attachments: 18_21069 - Ministerial Correspondence - Aboriginal scarred trees in Wann....obr

RE Aboriginal Scarred tree Wanniassa SECUNCLASSIFIED.msg
image001.gif
image002.gif

Hi Meaghan,

For action please.  I note we wrote to  on 2 July (attached), advising he submit an
FOI.  Given the nature of removal I suggest the Minister’s response is similar.  I think we will also
need to include an information brief to the package briefly outlining that it’s a compliance
matter, hence the need for the letter to request  submit an FOI.

Jen – if you return before this is due and have any input please provide to Meaghan.

Thank you,

Fiona Moore I Senior Manager, ACT Heritage (Mon – Thurs)
Phone: +61 2 6205 9974 I Email: fionaf.moore@act.gov.au
ACT Heritage I Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate I ACT Government
Dame Pattie Menzies House, Dickson I GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601 I www.environment.act.gov.au

From: EPD Ministerials - Environment 
Sent: Tuesday, 24 July 2018 9:20 AM
To: Moore, FionaF <FionaF.Moore@act.gov.au>
Cc: Tomlinson, Heather <Heather.Tomlinson@act.gov.au>; EPD Ministerials - Environment
<EPDMinisterials-Environment@act.gov.au>
Subject: FW: For action - Due to GS 27 JULY 2018 - 18/21069 - Ministerial Correspondence -
Aboriginal scarred trees in Wanniassa - [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Hi Fiona

For appropriate action please.

Due to EPD mailbox 27 July 2018.

Thank you
Rachael

From: Tomlinson, Heather 
Sent: Tuesday, 24 July 2018 9:11 AM
To: EPD Ministerials - Environment <EPDMinisterials-Environment@act.gov.au>
Subject: FW: For action - Due to GS 27 JULY 2018 - 18/21069 - Ministerial Correspondence -
Aboriginal scarred trees in Wanniassa -  [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]
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Communications)

qMeeting brief q Phone
constituent/report

q Speech / Speaking Notes
(in consultation with Communications)

qMeeting advice/caveat q Information only /
NFA

q Talking points (as dot
points) (in consultation with
Communications)

q Functions/Event brief q Other
______________

q For appropriate action

Meeting / Function / Event:

Time: Date:

Location: Event Contact/Organiser:

Further Information:

Maeve Bannister | A/g Government Services Officer | (ext 51749
Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate | ACT Government
Dame Pattie Menzies House, Challis Street, Dickson GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT  2601
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Compliance and Investigation Support 

1. Historically, ACT Heritage compliance functions have been undertaken by
complimentary areas co-located with heritage, including Tree Protection,
Environment and Protection and the planning and land authority’s Investigations
Team.

2. Resourcing within ACT Heritage does not allow existing officers to become dedicated
investigation officers.  Further, the broader management structure is not qualified in
the management of compliance and associated investigations.

3. Since the creation of Access Canberra, it was understood it would provide
compliance and investigation support to areas within EPSDD such as the planning and
land authority and ACT Heritage for offences against the Planning and Development
Act 2007 (the Planning Act) and Heritage Act 2004 (the Heritage Act).

4. In April 2018, Access Canberra advised ACT Heritage that it had never been given the
compliance function for heritage when EPSDD planning and land authority’s
Investigations Team moved across to the newly created Access Canberra, therefore it
would not investigate heritage compliance matters.

5. This reflects officer level advice since October 2016, in which ACT Heritage were
being advised that Access Canberra no longer dealt with heritage complaints.  Access
Canberra’s web page currently states it does not act on a range of issues including
damage to a heritage listed property, see Attachment B(i).

6. However, the abovementioned advice does not reflect:

• Written advice by Greg Jones (Director, Construction Environment, Access
Canberra) on 10 November 2016, in which he advises that there is no change
to the longstanding arrangement to provide heritage compliance support, but
that risk based approach is applied as per the Access Canberra Accountability
Commitment, see Attachment B(ii); and that

• Up to 18 Access Canberra investigative staff/position numbers (former
ACTPLA Investigations Team) are declared as Heritage Act authorized officers,
holding power to undertake compliance investigations.

7. Many heritage offences are also planning offences – being controlled activities as
defined in Chapter 11 of the Planning Act (ie, works without development approval,
or not in accordance with development approval).  However, at present, when those
actions are reported to Access Canberra they are not investigated as a Planning Act
development approval breaches, but instead referred to ACT Heritage as heritage
complaints only.

8. Access Canberra have stated that where the compliance matter is a Planning Act
breach because of a heritage matter, they will not investigate.

Heritage Act tools required for on heritage offences: 

9. Irrespective of the compliance capacity issues noted above:
 There is no Heritage Act infringement notice scheme established under the

Magistrates Court Act 1930.  This means minor Heritage Act strict liability
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offences cannot be dealt with simply through fines, and prosecutions through 
the full court process can be difficult to achieve. A brief seeking the Minister’s 
approval to establish a strict liability offence infringement regulation is 
currently being prepared by ACT Heritage. 

 There are also limitations in the use of Heritage Directions under Part 11 of
the Heritage Act for the protection of heritage places/objects.  Currently
Heritage Directions can only be issued for places at ‘serious and imminent
threat’, which does not usually allow for ‘repair’ directions to be issued after
the threat has occurred. Amendments to the Heritage Act are being
considered to provide for this.

10. An effective enforcement regime is critical for ACT Heritage to fulfil its roles and
responsibilities as the regulator of heritage in the ACT.

11. Risks associated with the current inadequate heritage compliance and enforcement
support include:
 Failure to administer the functions of the Heritage Act;
 Failure to conserve places and objects with heritage significance, and to

conserve Aboriginal places and objects;
 A widely publicised instance of ACT Heritage’s inability to take action on

minor and readily reversible breaches, eroding public confidence in the
integrity of the regulatory scheme;

 An increase of heritage owners undertaking unapproved and inappropriate
works due to no practical deterrent being in place;

 Contributing to potential significant adverse impacts to heritage places and
objects;

 Increased likelihood of heritage compliance matters not being upheld by
ACAT or Supreme Court due to inadequate investigative processes;

 Potential negative commentary by ACAT or Supreme Court in relation to
investigative processes;

 Unlikelihood of DPP prosecuting penalties under the Heritage Act due to
inadequate investigative processes; and

 Negative media and community commentary.

Overview of heritage compliance reports: 

12. Under Section 74 of the Heritage Act, it is an offence to diminish the heritage
significance of a registered place or object; and under Section 75 of the Heritage Act,
it is an offence to damage an Aboriginal place or object.

13. On average, ACT Heritage receives about 15 heritage complaints/compliance reports
per financial year – however, approximately half are often not offences and do not
require any action.

14. Many of the remaining reports are minor/moderate matters could be efficiently and
effectively dealt with once infringement notice regulation and heritage ‘repair’
directions are in place.

15. There are approximately 1-2 significant heritage compliance matters are reported a
year.

16. For all reports, ACT Heritage undertakes an initial review against heritage
requirements to determine whether the conduct has diminished/damaged heritage
value.
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qMeeting advice/caveat q Information only /
NFA

q Talking points (as dot
points) (in consultation with
Communications)

q Functions/Event brief q Other
______________

q For appropriate action

Meeting / Function / Event:

Time: Date:

Location: Event Contact/Organiser:

Further Information:

Maeve Bannister | A/g Government Services Officer | (ext 51749
Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate | ACT Government
Dame Pattie Menzies House, Challis Street, Dickson GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT  2601
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From: GENTLEMAN
To:
Subject: Correspondence from Mick Gentleman MLA [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]
Date: Monday, 15 October 2018 12:38:18 PM
Attachments: 20181015103254937.pdf

image002.jpg

Dear 

Please find attached correspondence from Mick Gentleman MLA - Minister Environment and
Heritage.

Kind regards,

Natasha Apostoloski  | Office Manager
Office managers: Natasha Apostoloski (Mon-Wed), Eben Leifer (Thu-Fri)
Office of Mick Gentleman MLA
Member for Brindabella
Minister for the Environment and Heritage
Minister for Planning and Land Management
Minister for Police and Emergency Services
Minister assisting the Chief Minister on Advanced Technology and Space Industries
Manager for Government Business
t:  620 50218 | e: gentleman@act.gov.au

Please note that from 1 January 2018 ACT Government ministerial diaries are subject to
publication on the ACT Government’s open access website under section 23 of the Freedom
of Information Act 2016.
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From: Heritage
To: " "
Subject: RE: Aboriginal Scarred tree Wanniassa [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]
Date: Monday, 2 July 2018 12:23:59 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png

Hello ,

Thank you for the email, and ACT Heritage understands that the cultural tree was removed in April 2017 and
that the scar was not retained in this process.

Please note that ACT Heritage is not able to provide detailed comment on the matter due to Privacy Act
considerations, however, you may be able to access further information through a Freedom of Information
application.  Questions about the application process should be directed to the EPSDD FOI officer via
epsdfoi@act.gov.au or 13 22 81.

Regards,

Meaghan

Meaghan Russell | Team Leader (Advice)

Phone: 02 6205 5497 I Email: meaghan.russell@act.gov.au

ACT Heritage I Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate I ACT Government

Dame Pattie Menzies House 16 Challis Street Dickson I GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601

www.environment.act.gov.au <http://www.environment.act.gov.au/>

@EnvironPlan <https://twitter.com/EnvironPlan>   <http://www.facebook.com/actgovesdd> 
facebook.com/EnvironPlan

From: 
Sent: Thursday, 28 June 2018 1:44 PM
To: Heritage <Heritage@act.gov.au>
Subject: Aboriginal Scarred tree Wanniassa

Sent from Mail <https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=550986>  for Windows 10
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I have noticed that a listed Aboriginal Scarred Tree at Wanniassa hills Primary School (Section 253 Block 1)
has been removed.  Can you please inform me when it was removed, why it was removed and the location of
the trunk bearing the scar.

Cheers
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GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601  |  phone: 132281  |  www.act.gov.au 

 

ACT Heritage 
FILE NOTE 

 

Date:  24 July 2018 

SUBJECT: Scar trees on Blocks 5 & 6 Section 253 Wanniassa 

Name Position Contact Details 

Euroka Gilbert Aboriginal Liaison Officer ACT Heritage  

Gabrielle Caddy Conservation Officer  ACT Heritage 

 

NOTES FROM SITE VISIT: 
Two ACT Heritage officers attended Blocks 5&6 Section 253 Wanniassa at approximately 
2.00pm on 24 July 2018 to investigate a report that a registered scar tree had been cut 
down and that another may have been marked. 
 
The officers found that the tree listed as MST4 had been felled by being cut off at the base. 
The branches had been removed, but the trunk was still lying directly adjacent to the stump, 
apparently in the first fall position.  The recorded scar was partly visible, but was lying partly 
in contact with the grass and ground under the trunk. There was evidence on the trunk of 
attempts to cut it into sections but the cuts did not appear to be completely through the 
trunk at the point of the scar. 
 

 

  
 

. 
 
No trees on the blocks showed signs of new marking consistent with the report of an “A” 
marked on a scar tree.  A marking matching this description was found on an (unrecorded) 
tree on block 1 section 140 Wanniassa, but similar markings on a nearby storm drain 
suggested that the marking was graffiti. 
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