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DATE: 3 September 2015 

 

VENUE:  Ground Floor Conference Room, Dame Pattie Menzies House (North), 

Dickson 

 

 

ATTENDED BY:  

 

 

 

A/g Secretary: Ms Fiona Moore 

 

In Attendance: Mr Gary Rake, Mr Tony Carmichael, Ms Helen McKeown,  

Ms Jennifer O’Connell, Ms Anna Gurnhill, Mr Richard Hekimian,  

Ms Daisy Chaston 

 

Minutes: Ms Adriana Lulic 

 

 

OPENING OF THE MEETING 

 

  

1.0 WELCOME 

 

1.1 Attendance and Apologies 

Dr Firth welcomed attendees to Heritage Council meeting 73, including Mr David Flannery 

who was in attendance via teleconference. 

 

Apologies:   Mr Philip Nizette, Mr Doug Williams, Mr Gary Shipp, Ms Dorte Ekelund,  

   Dr Annie Lane. 

 

1.2 Confirmation of Agenda for Meeting 73 

The Agenda for Meeting 73 was confirmed as presented. 

 

1.3 Declarations of Interest 

There were no declarations of interest. 

  

Members Time In Time Out 

Mr David Flannery (Chair) 9.30 10.30 

Dr Dianne Firth (Deputy Chair) 9.30 10.30 

Mr Philip Nizette absent  

Mr Gary Shipp absent  

Mr George Bailey 9.30 10.30 

Mr Doug Williams absent  

Dr Hanna Jaireth 9.30 10.30 

Dr Mary Hutchison 9.30 10.30 

Mr John Kenworthy 9.30 10.30 

Chief Planning Executive 

Ms Dorte Ekelund 

absent  

Conservator of Flora and Fauna 

Dr Annie Lane 

absent  
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2.0 PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

 

2.1 Endorsement of Minutes from previous meetings 

The minutes of Meeting 72 held on 30 July 2015, were endorsed as presented. 

 

 

3.0 REGISTER ISSUES 

 

3.1 Decision on Nomination – Northbourne Housing Precinct – Mr Hekimian 

 

By way of background, Mr Hekimian explained that the since the Supreme Court had 

issued a consent agreement to set aside the Council’s earlier decision to register the 

Northbourne Housing Precinct, the National Trust of Australia (ACT Branch) had re-

submitted a nomination application for the Northbourne Housing Precinct.    

 

Ms Moore reminded the Council that, at its last meeting, it had agreed in-principle to 

re-provisionally register a representative sample of the Precinct, with a revised 

boundary.   

 

Council considered and accepted the Trust’s application as it was satisfied with the 

completeness of the application in accordance with the requirements of section 28 of 

the Heritage Act 2004 (the Act). 

   

DECISION: 

 In accordance with section 29 of the Act the Council accepted the nomination 

application from the National Trust of Australia (ACT Branch) for the 

Northbourne Housing Precinct, Dickson and Lyneham. 

  

 

3.2 Decision on Provisional Registration – Northbourne Housing Precinct 

Representative Sample – Mr Hekimian 

 

Mr Flannery provided an overview of events since the last Council meeting where the 

Council agreed in-principle to re-provisionally register a sample of the Northbourne 

Housing Precinct, including the consent agreement issued by the Supreme Court to set 

aside the previous provisional registration and registration, and a meeting with  

Mr Ponton and Mr Dawes (Land Development Agency) regarding the proposed 

boundary.  Mr Flannery explained that if the proposed provisional registration was to 

proceed, the LDA indicated their commitment to amend their current development 

application to align with the Council’s proposed boundary. 

 

Council noted Dr Jaireth’s suggested text which further explained that the combination 

of buildings provides a representation of the original precinct. It does not constitute a 

‘precinct’ as defined in the Act’s Dictionary as the spatial connections have been 

compromised by vegetation density, expanding development and encroaching re-

development, which detract from its intactness. 

 

Council agreed that the place was not a precinct by legal definition.  There was some 

concern expressed with the statement that the integrity of the original precinct had been 

diminished by vegetation density.  Discussion ensued and the Council agreed that 

‘fragmentation’ was a better descriptor.   
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Council agreed to proceed to provisional registration and sought to clarify the final edits 

out of session.   

 

As the Council had agreed to proceed to provisional registration, ACT Heritage 

requested final edits by COB Friday 4 September 2015 to ensure statutory timeframes 

established under the Act could be met. 

 

DECISION: 

 Council agreed to provisionally register the Northbourne Housing Precinct 

Representative Sample, Dickson and Lyneham.  Council agreed to submit their 

final edits to ACT Heritage by 4 September 2015. 

  

 

 

Meeting concluded at 10.30am. 
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DATE: 18 September 2014 

 

VENUE:  Ground Floor Conference Room, Dame Pattie Menzies House (North), 

Dickson 

 

 

ATTENDED BY:  

 

 

 

A/g Secretary: Ms Anna Gurnhill 

 

In Attendance: Mr Tony Carmichael for the Chief Planner, Ms Helen McKeown (part) 

for the Conservator, Ms Alison Moore, Ms Pamela Hubert,  

Ms Fiona Moore, Mr Richard Hekimian. 

 

Minutes: Ms Adriana Lulic 

 

 

OPENING OF THE MEETING 

Mr Marshall opened the meeting at 9.30am. 

 

 

1.0 WELCOME 

 

1.1 Attendance and Apologies 

Mr Marshall welcomed Council members to Meeting 64. 

 

Apologies:  Ms Sharon Payne, Mr Doug Williams, Ms Dorte Ekelund, Mr Ben Ponton,  

Ms Ann Lyons Wright. 

 

1.2 Confirmation of Agenda for Meeting 64 

The Agenda for Meeting 64 was confirmed without change. 

 

  

Members Time In Time Out 

Mr Duncan Marshall (Chair) 9.30 12.40 

Dr Dianne Firth (Deputy Chair) 9.30 12.40 

Ms Pamela O’Neil 9.30 12.40 

Ms Sharon Payne absent  

Mr George Bailey 9.30 12.40 

Mr Doug Williams absent  

Dr Hanna Jaireth 9.30 12.40 

Dr Mary Hutchison 9.30 12.40 

Mr John Kenworthy 9.30 12.40 

Chief Planning Executive 

Ms Dorte Ekelund 

absent  

Conservator of Flora and Fauna 

Ms Ann Lyons Wright 

absent  
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1.3 Declarations of Interest 

The following declarations were made: 

• Mr Kenworthy noted, in relation to the Northbourne Housing Precinct at item 4.2a, 

that his employer has made a submission on the Light Rail project; 

• Dr Hutchison for item 5.9 – Loose fill asbestos in heritage places, as she lives in a 

heritage property affected.  Dr Hutchison also noted she did some work on 

Havelock House, Turner through Philip Leeson Architects; 

• Dr Firth for design work on Havelock House, Turner; 

• Mr Marshall for items 4.2b Former AAA Building, Braddon, 4.2f  NRMA House, 

Braddon, 4.3a Havelock House, Turner and 5.3b Ngunnawal Bush Healing Farm – 

provided heritage conservation advice. 

  

 

2.0 PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

 

2.1 Endorsement of Minutes from previous meetings 

The minutes of Meeting 63 on 24 July 2014, were endorsed as presented. 

 

2.2     Action Report on Business Arising  

Council noted the Action Report. 

 

 

3.0 REPORTS TO COUNCIL 

 

3.1 Chair’s Report – Mr Marshall 

Council noted the Chair’s Report. 

 

Mr Marshall is planning to meet with Minister Gentleman, to discuss several issues 

particularly the Council’s proposed budget submission, and is waiting to hear from the 

Minister’s Chief of Staff to schedule an appropriate time. 

 

3.2 Manager’s Report – Ms Gurnhill 

Council noted the Manager’s Report. 

 

In addition to the Manager’s Report, the following was noted: 

 

• Minister Gentleman is expected to attend November’s Council meeting; and 

• the Heritage Amendment Bill is expected to be debated in the Legislative 

Assembly, next Thursday 25 September 2014.    If the Bill is passed, Ms Gurnhill 

plans to schedule a detailed briefing session with all Councillors (2-3 hrs session) in 

the week commencing 29 September 2014 or 6 October 2014, depending on 

Councillors’ availability. 

 

3.3 Directorate Report – Ms Ekelund 

No report for the Directorate.  

  

3.4 Conservator’s Report – Ms Lyons Wright 

Council noted the Conservator’s Report. 

 

Ms McKeown advised that a new Nature Conservation Bill will be introduced in the 

Legislative Assembly today. 
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3.5 Planning and Land Authority Report – Mr Ponton 

Council noted the Planning and Land Authority Report.   

 

Mr Marshall noted the inclusion of a Status Update column in the Report to highlight updates 

since the previous report to Council. 

 

 

4.0 REGISTER TASKFORCE 

 

4.1 Minutes of Register Taskforce – Ms Lulic 

Council noted minutes of Register Taskforce meeting held on 7 August 2014 and the draft 

minutes of Register Taskforce meeting held on 28 August 2014. 

 

4.2 Decisions on Provisional Registration -  Ms Moore 

 

4.2a  Northbourne Housing Precinct, Dickson and Lyneham 

Mr Marshall advised Council that he had an informal meeting with Mr David Collett 

(CSD) and Mr Paul Lewis (LDA).  Mr Marshall provided a brief summary of the 

meeting.  The CSD and LDA expect to have a final report/information on feasible and 

prudent alternatives for the Precinct by mid-late next week and they will submit this 

information as part of the DA process. In addition, the directorates have been working 

on an indicative development design document, based on the master plan and the 

heritage recommendations arising from the heritage impact statement.   They were keen 

to know whether Council would be willing to continue to work with the directorates on 

the indicative development design document, whether relying on the heritage 

recommendations would be supported by Council, and whether Council might endorse 

the document. 

 

Mr Marshall advised Messrs Collett and Lewis that the Council will be considering the 

assessment for registration at today’s Council meeting and that Council is still at the 

point of not knowing whether there are feasible and prudent alternatives which could 

see the adaptive re-use of the existing buildings.  Regarding the indicative development 

design document, Mr Marshall believed Council would be happy to continue to engage 

on such matters, but after the issue of feasible and prudent alternatives was resolved. 

 

Mr Marshall advised Council that there are two issues for discussion at today’s meeting: 

• the assessment as it stands; and 

• that Council may respond to the assessment in one of a variety of ways, 

including provisional registration, or possibly making a decision in-principle but 

not formally deciding to provisionally registering - preferring to await the 

information on feasible and prudent alternatives. 

In relation to the assessment document, Council considered the following: 

• inclusion of reference to the Griffin Plan in the History component of the 

document; 

• consideration of points emailed by Mr Marshall to Councillors and the 

Registration team including an introductory paragraph to the Statement of 

Significance and changing the map boundaries to include the service roads. 

 



MINUTES OF ACT HERITAGE COUNCIL MEETING 64 

18 SEPTEMBER 2014 

 

 4 

In relation to Council’s views on how to proceed, Council considered the points raised 

by Mr Marshall.  Council agreed to proceed with the amended assessment and to 

provisionally register the Northbourne Housing Precinct, Dickson and Lyneham.  

   

4.2b  The former AAA Building, Braddon 

Council made minor amendments to the Features Instrinsic and agreed on the amended 

provisional registration for the former AAA Building, Braddon.  

  

4.2c   Robertson House, Oaks Estate 

Council considered the input from Mr Marshall and Dr Hutchison as previously 

emailed, in particular to the Statement of Heritage Significance and the Features 

Intrinsic, and agreed on the amended provisional registration for Robertson House, 

Oaks Estate. 

 

4.2d  The Oaks, Oaks Estate 

Council considered the Dr Hutchison’s input previously emailed, in particular the 

importance of the railway.  Council also discussed the large boundary and suggested 

that the assessment include a statement that the larger boundary is a remnant of the 

setting related to the original sub-divided block. 

 

Council agreed on the provisional registration, as amended, of The Oaks, Oaks Estate. 

  

4.2e Canberra Olympic Pool, City 

The draft assessment for the Canberra Olympic Pool, City was brought to Council as 

members of the Register Taskforce were unable to formulate a view and requested 

further consideration by the full Council.  Council agreed that further investigation was 

required.  Mr Marshall and Dr Hutchison will undertake further research and discuss at 

the next Register Taskforce meeting. 

 

4.2f  NRMA House, Braddon 

The Register Taskforce recommended that Council not provisionally register NRMA 

House, Braddon.  Council agreed for NRMA House, Braddon return to the Register 

Taskforce following further consideration and investigation by Mr Marshall. 

         

DECISION: 

Council decided to provisionally register: 

* Northbourne Housing Precinct, Dickson and Lyneham 

* The former AAA Building, Braddon 

 * Robertson House, Oaks Estate 

 * The Oaks, Oaks Estate 

 

Council agreed that the citations for Canberra Olympic Pool, City and the NRMA 

House, Braddon return to the next Register Taskforce meeting for further 

consideration.  

 

 

4.3 Decisions on Registration - Ms Moore 

 

4.3a  Havelock House, Turner 

Council agreed to register Havelock House, Turner. 
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DECISION: 

Council decided to register Havelock House, Turner.   

 

 

5.0 DEVELOPMENT ISSUES AND ADVICE 

   

5.1 Advice to the Conservator – Ms Chaston 

Item for noting not discussed.  

 

5.2 Aboriginal Liaison and Aboriginal Taskforce – Mr Gilbert 

Item for noting not discussed.  

 

5.3 Heritage Assessment Reports & Archaeological DAs – Ms Chaston 

Item for noting not discussed.  

 

5.4 Development application advice (historical heritage places) – Ms Hubert 

Item for noting not discussed.  

 

5.5 Tree removal advice – Ms Hubert 

Item for noting not discussed.  

 

5.6 Compliance issues – Ms Hubert 

Item for noting not discussed.  

 

5.7 Advice on planning issues – Ms Hubert 

Item for noting not discussed.  

 

5.8 Minutes of DA Taskforce – Ms Hubert 

Item for noting not discussed.  

 

5.9 Draft policy – Loose fill asbestos in heritage places – Ms Hubert 

It was noted that Dr Hutchison left the meeting room for the discussion on this item. 

 

Council made minor amendments to the draft policy on Loose fill asbestos in heritage places. 

 

DECISION: 

Council endorsed the amended policy on Loose fill asbestos in heritage places.  

 

 

 

6.0 CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT PLANS 

 

6.1 Minutes of CMP Taskforce – Ms Hubert 

Item for noting not discussed.    

 

6.2 CMPs approved – Ms Hubert 

Item for noting not discussed.  

 

 

7.0 ACT HERITAGE GRANTS PROGRAM – Ms Gleeson 

Item for noting not discussed. 
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8.0 PROMOTIONS:  Festival, Signage and Communications – Ms Roberts 

Item for noting not discussed. 

 

 

9.0 OTHER BUSINESS 

 

9.1 Budget Submission – Mr Marshall 

Council considered the draft budget submission, made a number of comments/suggested 

changes, and agreed that Mr Marshall finalise the submission and circulate to Council. 

 

DECISION: 

Mr Marshall to finalise the submission and circulate to Council. 

 

   

Meeting concluded at 12.40pm. 
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DATE: 22 May 2014 

 

VENUE:  Ground Floor Conference Room, Dame Pattie Menzies House (North), 

Dickson 

 

 

ATTENDED BY:  

 

Members Time In Time Out 

Mr Duncan Marshall (Chair) 9.30 12.30 

Dr Dianne Firth (Deputy Chair) 9.30 12.30 

Dr Michael Pearson 9.30 12.30 

Dr Warren Nicholls 9.30 12.30 

Mr John Miller absent  

Ms Pamela O’Neil absent  

Dr Lenore Coltheart 9.30 12.30 

Ms Sharon Payne 9.30 12.30 

Chief Planning Executive 

Ms Dorte Ekelund 

absent  

A/g Conservator of Flora and Fauna 

Ms Ann Lyons-Wright 

9.30 10.40 

 

A/g Secretary: Ms Anna Gurnhill 

 

In Attendance: Mr Ben Ponton (part), Ms Alison Moore (part), Ms Pamela Hubert,       

Ms Fiona Moore (part), Mr Richard Hekimian (part) 

 

Minutes: Ms Adriana Lulic 

 

 

OPENING OF THE MEETING 

Mr Marshall opened the meeting at 9.35am. 

 

 

1.0 WELCOME 

 

1.1 Attendance and Apologies 

Mr Marshall welcomed Council members to Meeting 62. 

 

Apologies:  Mr John Miller, Ms Pamela O’Neil, Ms Dorte Ekelund. 

 

Mr Marshall advised that it was the last Council meeting for four of the current members.   

Mr Marshall took the opportunity to thank Dr Pearson, Dr Nicholls, Dr Coltheart and 

Mr Miller for their hard work, dedication, effort and passion during their appointments on the 

Heritage Council. 

 

Drs Pearson, Nicholls and Coltheart thanked their colleagues on Council and also made 

special mention of the Heritage Unit for their support and dedication under the leadership of 

Ms Jennifer O’Connell. 
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1.2 Confirmation of Agenda for Meeting 62 

Mr Marshall added the following item to the Agenda: 

• Yarralumla Brickworks site at item 5.4 Development Applications (historical 

heritage places). 

 

The Agenda for Meeting 62 was confirmed as amended. 

 

1.3 Declarations of Interest 

The following declarations of association were made: 

• Dr Pearson for Burton House Site, Gungahlin; 

• Dr Firth for Havelock House and Open Systems House (former Churchill House), 

Braddon; 

• Dr Nicholls for Northbourne Flats, Braddon and Turner; and 

• Mr Marshall for Ngunnawal Bush Healing Farm, Opens Systems House (former 

Churchill House) Braddon, and Havelock House, Turner.  

  

 

2.0 PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

 

2.1 Endorsement of Minutes from previous meetings 

The minutes of Meeting 61 on 15 April 2014, were endorsed without change. 

 

2.2     Action Report on Business Arising  

Council noted the Action Report. 

 

 

3.0 REPORTS TO COUNCIL 

 

3.1 Chair’s Report – Mr Marshall 

Council noted the Chair’s Report. 

 

3.2 Manager’s Report – Ms Gurnhill 

Council noted the Manager’s Report. 

 

In addition to the Manager’s Report, the following was noted: 

 

• Ms Gurnhill echoed the sentiments of Mr Marshall and expressed the Heritage 

Unit’s thanks to outgoing members for their valued contributions to the Council 

over many years.  The Unit has benefited from their knowledge and the support of 

staff has been very much appreciated. Ms Gurnhill noted that Drs Pearson, Nicholls 

and Coltheart have been involved in approximately 300 heritage registration 

decisions during their time on Council; 

 

• Ms Sharon Payne has been asked to remain on Council until March 2015 as the 

Aboriginal representative; 

 

• members joining the Council in June 2014 are as follows: 

Mr John Kenworthy (property), Dr Hanna Jaireth (nature conservation),  

Dr Mary Hutchison (history), Mr Douglas Williams (archaeology), and  

Mr George Bailey (object conservation); 
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• a Heritage Council induction session, for continuing and new members of Council, 

is being organised for the morning of 8 July 2014; 

 

• 64 applications for the two vacant ASO6 positions (permanent part-time 

Registration team and temporary policy officer) have been received by the Unit; 

and 

 

• as the Project Facilitation Bill is being revised, the Heritage Amendment Bill will 

progress.  Of particular note is the removal of the call-in powers.  Next steps 

involve redrafting by the Parliamentary Counsel’s Office and other administrative 

processes.  At best, the Bill will be ready for debating in Spring 2014. 

 

3.3 Directorate Report – Ms Ekelund 

No report from the Directorate.  

  

3.4 Conservator’s Report – Ms Lyons-Wright 

No update from the Conservator since the last Council meeting. 

 

3.5 Planning and Land Authority Report – Mr Ponton 

Council noted the Chief Planner’s Report. 

 

Mr Ponton provided updates on the following: 

• Project Facilitation Bill – the Minister has asked that further work be done on the 

Bill with the view of another version be tabled by November 2014; 

 

• City Strategic Plan – progressing; the next steps involve settling Government 

arrangements for the five key actions; funding is being looked at as well.   

Mr Marshall noted the importance of heritage issues being recognised and 

addressed early.  Mr Ponton agreed. 

 

• Mr Ponton is also considering heritage representation on the Major Projects Review 

Group when required. 

 

 

4.0 REGISTER TASKFORCE 

 

4.1 Minutes of Register Taskforce – Ms Lulic 

The draft minutes of Register Taskforce meeting held on 1 May 2014 were noted. 

 

4.2 Decision on Provisional Registration 

 

Mr Marshall enquired about the Heritage Assessment Policy which Ms Gurnhill advised will 

be uploaded onto the website shortly.  Mr Marshall requested that stakeholders be advised of 

the Policy and possibly have it flagged in the ICOMOS newsletter. 

 

ACTION: 

The Unit is to advise stakeholders of the Heritage Assessment Policy once uploaded onto 

the website. 
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Council considered the recommendations of the Register Taskforce for the following: 

 

4.2a  Burton House Site, Gungahlin – Mr Hekimian 

The draft Statement of Reasons for Burton House Site, Gungahlin was considered by 

Council and accepted with minor changes as emailed through by Mr Marshall and  

Ms O’Neil, with further input to text on page 5 of the SOR as agreed to at the meeting. 

   

4.2b   Open Systems House (former Churchill House), Braddon -  Mr Hekimian 

The draft Statement of Reasons for Open Systems House (former Churchill House) 

Braddon was discussed at the meeting.   

 

Council further considered some published material, the style of the building and 

whether ‘brutalist’ is an accurate description of the style, the integration of landscape 

and building, the development and evolution from Boyd’s domestic work and whether 

criterion (a) “...exceptional fine level of application...” has been fully addressed. 

 

Council agreed that Mr Marshall and Dr Firth further investigate the style issues and 

statements around criterion (a), (f) and (g).  The item is to return to Register Taskforce 

for further consideration. 

  

4.2c    Northbourne Flats, Braddon and Turner -  Ms Moore 

The draft Statement of Reasons for Northbourne Flats, Braddon and Turner was 

considered by Council and accepted with some minor changes as emailed by Ms O’Neil 

and Mr Marshall, and further input at the meeting.  The inclusion of a reference to the 

draft Heritage Assessment of Housing ACT Properties (2011) in the Background of the 

SOR was also requested. 

 

Mr Marshall advised that he will write to the Director-General of the Community 

Services Directorate requesting the release of the draft Philip Leeson Heritage 

Assessment.  

         

DECISION: 

Council decided not to provisionally register: 

* Burton House Site, Gungahlin 

 * Northbourne Flats, Braddon and Turner      

 

 

4.2d  Havelock House, Turner -  Ms Hubert 

The draft provisional registration of Havelock House, Turner was considered by 

Council.  Council agreed to some minor changes including changes to the Features 

Intrinsic.  Council agreed on the provisional registration of Havelock House, Turner as 

amended.  

 

DECISION: 

Council decided to provisionally register Havelock House, Turner.   
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5.0 DEVELOPMENT ISSUES, ADVICE AND CMPs 

 

5.1 Advice to the Conservator – Ms Chaston 

Council noted the Report. 

 

5.2 Aboriginal Liaison and Aboriginal Taskforce – Mr Gilbert 

Council noted the Report. 

 

5.3 Heritage Assessment Reports & Archaeological DAs – Ms Chaston 

Council noted the Report. 

   

5.4 Development Applications (historical heritage places) – Ms Hubert 

Council noted the Report.  

 

Mr Marshall raised the discussion he recently had with Mr Shonk of the LDA Board 

regarding the adaptive re-use and conservation of the Yarralumla Brickworks site.  He 

advised Council that he and Ms Hubert will be attending the new project review group 

meeting next week.  Mr Marshall will request a briefing to Council on the future development 

plans for the site. 

 

5.5 Tree Removal Advice – Ms Hubert 

Council noted the Report. 

 

5.6 Compliance issues – Ms Hubert 

Council noted the Report. 

 

5.7 Advice on planning issues – Ms Hubert 

Council noted the Report. 

 

5.8 Minutes of DA Taskforce – Ms Hubert 

The minutes of the DA Taskforce meetings, held on 24 and 28 April 2014, were noted. 

 

5.9 Heritage Guidelines – Ms Hubert 

Council considered Ms Hubert’s agenda paper on Heritage Guidelines and discussed the 

possible benefits and disadvantages of site specific heritage guidelines.  Council agreed it 

would be useful to review the interplay of site specific guidelines, general guidelines, 

Heritage Council adopted policies, and CMPs. 

 

DECISION: 

Council agreed to the: 

* preparation of new Heritage Guidelines for the Forrest Fire Station 

 Precinct and for the Sydney and Melbourne Buildings, noting these might be 

 used to test certain general issues with guidelines; and 

 

* audit of general guidelines to determine their value in the case of places 

 where no guidelines exist.   
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6.0 CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT PLANS 

 

6.1 Minutes of CMP Taskforce – Ms Hubert 

The draft minutes of the CMP Taskforce meeting held on 23 April 2014 were noted.  

 

6.2 CMPs approved – Ms Hubert 

Council noted the Report. 

 

 

7.0 ACT HERITAGE GRANTS PROGRAM – Ms Gleeson 

Council noted the Report. 

 

Ms Gurnhill advised that members of Council will participate in the grants assessment 

process.  The Grants Taskforce will be established at the Council induction session in early 

July 2014. 

 

 

8.0 PROMOTIONS:  Festival, Signage and Communications – Ms Roberts 

Council noted the Report. 

 

 

9.0 OTHER BUSINESS 

 

9.1 Australian Heritage Strategy – Mr Marshall & Dr Pearson 

Council considered a further brief submission on the draft Australian Heritage Strategy, as 

attached to the agenda paper. 

 

DECISION: 

Council agreed to a further brief submission on the draft Australian Heritage Strategy, 

as per Attachment 9.1b of the agenda papers. 

   

 

9.2 National Trust ACT Initiatives – Mr Marshall 

Mr Marshall advised that the National Trust (ACT) has invited a member of the Council to be 

part of the assessment panel for their Heritage Awards Program. Ms Payne was nominated. 

 

DECISION: 

Council agreed to the nomination of Ms Payne to form part of the assessment panel for 

the National Trust’s Heritage Awards initiative.   

 

 

 

 Meeting concluded at 12.30pm. 
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24 September 2015 
 
 
The Secretary 

ACT Heritage Council 

GPO Box 1580 

CANBERRA  ACT  2601 

 
 
Email: heritage@act.gov.au  
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 

RE: Decision about Provisional Registration of the Northbourne Housing Precinct 
Representative Sample, Dickson and Lyneham - Notice 2015 

The National Trust does not support a partial listing of this site as proposed in this sample and strongly 

advocates a listing of the whole site as it is the whole site that has heritage value as was identified in our 

nomination of the whole site. 

 

We make the following specific comments: 

1. The listed area appears to be incorrect as it states that the whole of Block 8 Section 51 Lyneham is 

included which is not consistent with the attached plan. 

2. The inter relationship between groups and within sub groups cannot be understood or appreciated with 

just a sample. 

3. The sample does not represent heritage values of the whole as the relationship of the whole will not be 

able to be understood. 

4. Landscape cannot be appreciated as it is more that the isolated bits and pieces around isolated 

buildings. Landscape is an element that works with the spaces between buildings over the whole site. 

5. The planning layout cannot be understood or appreciated with retaining just a sample. 

6. It is noted that it does not constitute a precinct because of its fragmentation. This is exactly why the 

sample fails to represent the heritage values of the whole precinct and the evidence exists that planning 

and overall design are essential components of the heritage values of the site. 

7. The heritage assessment should be made on the heritage values as assessed against the criteria. Any 

future use or development is not a factor that needs to be considered in the assessment of heritage 

values. The impact on the values will need to be considered in any future DA for the site but this is a 

separate process. 

8. The material considered should be clearly defined and available to the public as part of the notification 

process. The exact details of the author and date of the original nomination is not stated. As there have 

been several nominations for this site over the past decades then it should be made clear. Some of the 

more recent nominations have had the availability of more recent details and it is unclear if these were 

available as part of the decision making process .Also the September 2015 report referred to should be 

made available if it has been fundamental in making this decision. 

 

 

 

 

UNIT 3.09, LEVEL 3, 
GRIFFIN CENTRE 
20 GENGE STREET 
CANBERRA CITY ACT 2600 

mailto:heritage@act.gov.au
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In conclusion the National Trust does not believe the sample proposed will represent the heritage values that 

are clearly defined in all recent assessments of the precinct and requests the Heritage Council to list the 

whole precinct. 

 
 
Yours faithfully 
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24 September 2015 
 
 
The Secretary 

ACT Heritage Council 

GPO Box 1580 

CANBERRA  ACT  2601 

 
 
Email: heritage@act.gov.au  
 
 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 

RE: Decision about Provisional Registration of the Northbourne Housing Precinct 
Representative Sample, Dickson and Lyneham - Notice 2015 

By its letter dated 13 August 2015 the Trust nominated the Northbourne Housing Precinct, Dickson and 

Lyneham for registration in the ACT Heritage Register. 

 

On 3 September 2015 you gave notice that you had decided to provisionally register the Northbourne 

Housing Precinct Representative Sample, Dickson and Lyneham. That place was not the place nominated 

by the Trust. 

 

Would you please provide a statement setting out the reasons for the Council’s decisions: 

a) Not to provisionally register the place nominated by the Trust, and 

b) to provisionally register the Northbourne Housing Precinct Representative Sample, Dickson and 

Lyneham. 

 

This request is made Section 13 Administrative Decisions (Judicial Review) Act 1989. 

 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
 

 
 
 

 

UNIT 3.09, LEVEL 3, 
GRIFFIN CENTRE 
20 GENGE STREET 
CANBERRA CITY ACT 2600 

mailto:heritage@act.gov.au


From: Heritage
To: Hekimian, Richard
Subject: FW: Northbourne Housing Precinct: submission
Date: Wednesday, 7 October 2015 4:12:20 PM

Public consultation submission.
 
Fiona Moore I A/g Manager
Phone: +61 2 6205 9974 I Email: fionaf.moore@act.gov.au
ACT Heritage I Environment and Planning I ACT Government
Dame Pattie Menzies House, Dickson I GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601 I www.environment.act.gov.au
 
 

From:  
Sent: Wednesday, 7 October 2015 3:54 PM
To: Heritage
Subject: Northbourne Housing Precinct: submission
 
To:
 
The Secretary
ACT Heritage Council
GPO Box 158
CANBERRA ACT 2601
 
In the middle of the last century, when Northbourne Avenue Housing Precinct took shape,
 it became a striking, modernist approach to a modern city.  No one entering Canberra
 from the north could help but be stuck by the various multi-unit  housing designs which
 were in stark contrast to the familiar, traditional single dwelling residences in the suburbs
 beyond Northbourne Avenue.
 
The Northbourne Avenue Housing Precinct   Representative Sample is, just that, a
 representative  sample. Yet, with a strong commitment and a visionary approach, the
 avenue could be restored and enhanced by architecturally sensitive infill. (A local example
 of this approach to urban intensification is demonstrated by the retention of the Whitley
 Houses in Canberra Avenue, Griffith.)
 
I believe the  “Representative  Sample” proposal  is a flawed approach  to the renewal of,
 perhaps,  the National Capital’s most significant entry. I strongly support the submission
 of the ACT Branch of the National Trust.
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Public Consultation submission.
 
Fiona Moore I A/g Manager
Phone: +61 2 6205 9974 I Email: fionaf.moore@act.gov.au
ACT Heritage I Environment and Planning I ACT Government
Dame Pattie Menzies House, Dickson I GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601 I www.environment.act.gov.au
 
 

From:  
Sent: Thursday, 1 October 2015 3:56 PM
To: Heritage
Subject: Northbourne Housing Precinct Provisional Registration
 
The Secretary
ACT Heritage Council
GPO Box 158
CANBERRA ACT 2601
 
I note the provisional registration of the selection of representative houses in this precinct.
 While I understand and agree with much of the assessment, even find elements of some of
 the buildings enjoyable as a designer, I don’t agree with the decision to retain them. In my
 opinion they should be recorded through drawing and photograph and a documented
 history and no more.
 
To the vast majority of Canberrans, ( the Canberra Times had a quick pole of 83%) these
 buildings have no heritage value and would prefer that they were removed and replaced
 with something more appropriate and appealing. I tend to agree. As a third generation
 Canberran my memory of these buildings goes back to my childhood as an embarrassment
 every time I drive past wondering what visitors must think with the quality we present on
 our main artery into the city. Asking around my office which is full of Architects and
 Building Designers, they all agree. Take a photo and move on. We need to accurately
 record the past but in many cases there is no need to continue living it indefinitely which
 is what this registration will do. My colleagues and I are not opposed to Heritage listing.
 We regularly work on alterations or restoration of heritage buildings. I believe that there
 needs to be overwhelming merit though to retain it in built form and impose the ongoing
 cost onto a community. I don’t agree that these buildings meet that level of significance
 required to retain them in any other form than digital.
 
Please record my objection to the listing.
 
Regards
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