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heritage@act.gov.au 

 

 

Contact Officer: Richard Hekimian 

Rebecca Vassarotti MLA 
Minister for the Environment and Heritage 
ACT Legislative Assembly 
London Circuit 
CANBERRA CITY ACT 2600 

Dear Minister Vassarotti 

Report by the ACT Heritage Council on the public consultation in relation to the 
provisional registration of Former Kingston Post Office, Kingston. 

Under section 38 of the Heritage Act 2004 (the Act), the ACT Heritage Council 
(the Council) hereby provides a written report on the public consultation in relation 
to the provisional registration of Former Kingston Post Office, Kingston. 

On 7 April 2022 the Council provisionally registered Former Kingston Post Office, 
Kingston. 

In accordance with the Act details of the provisional registration were: 

• notified under the Act within five working days of the decision being made;  
• notified on the ACT Government Information Portal on 12 April 2022; and 
• sent to all interested persons as defined under section 13 of the Act. 

Public consultation included a dedicated page, including the notification and a 
feedback form, on the ACT Government’s Have Your Say website, which was made 
active on 12 April 2022. 

Public consultation was undertaken for a four week period. 

24 submissions were received during public consultation, 18 in support of the 
provisional registration and six against. 











































































Submissions for the Kingston Post Office 
Public Consultation 
Emailed comments sent to the Heritage Inbox 

The following submissions were emailed directly to heritage@act.gov.au, one of which used the 
comments template from the Your Say consultation page, while the other three are open format 
letters. 

Note that  emailed submission was verbatim as per his response to criterion (a) on his Your 
Say survey, which also had more detailed responses to other criteria. 

Council is required to consider all written comments. 



From:
To: Heritage
Subject: Opposition to heritage listing of Kingston Post Office
Date: Friday, 8 April 2022 1:12:10 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the ACT Government. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear ACT Heritage, 

I am writing to register my opposition to the provisional heritage listing of the Kingston
Post Office.

I am a resident of Canberra and I have no particular interests in relation to the site of the
Kingston Post Office.

I do not believe that the building offers significant heritage value to the Australian Capital
Territory. The building is a relatively nondescript brick structure.

The nomination form indicates that the building is a "notable example of a building in the
Inter-War Stripped Classical Style with Art Deco details". I would contest that the building
is not, in fact, notable. No references to the Kingston Post Office building can be found in
guides to notable Canberra architecture that are found online, for example:
http://www.canberrahouse.com.au/ does not list the building as a notable example of inter-
war architecture.

The building is a squat brick structure that does not enhance the aesthetic qualities of the
nearby streets. Visitors to the area do not seek out the building or take photos of it. Local
real estate ads do not use it as a positive when advertising the area.

The primary justification for listing the building appears to be its age, being a very
nondescript and typical example of functional architecture of the time. 

If Canberra chooses to heritage list every piece of architecture that is a nondescript and
typical example of the functional architecture of its time, we will rapidly become a city
frozen in time.

Kind regards,



From:
To: Heritage
Subject: Comment on Former Kingston Post Office Provisional Registration
Date: Saturday, 16 April 2022 12:47:55 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the ACT Government. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Heritage Council

I object to the registration of the Former Kingston Post Office. I make this comment in my
individual capacity as a 29-year old resident of the Kingston/Griffith area for the last 7
years, for about half of which I lived on Jardine St within one block of the post office, and
for the other half living within a 10 minute walk of the post office.

The justification under criterion (a) seems quite weak to me. There are no distinctive
events identified that are associated with the site. The point regarding the "high-quality
build" and "Punchbowl Orange bricks" being an "important contribution to the character of
the area" also seems quite weak - noting that the Council finds that criterion (e) regarding
aesthetic characteristics isn't satisfied.

The listed attributes being considered for registration are also excessive in scope. In
particular, including "scale and massing of the original single storey form" goes beyond
what is necessary to protect the site's identified significance under criterion (a), given that
the criterion (a) assessment focuses on other architectural and material elements of the
building.

Yours sincerely



Comments on the Provisional Registration of the
Former Kingston Post Office, Kingston.

***please note that only comments received during the public consultation period will be
valid for certain provisions under section 13 and/or review under part 17 of the Heritage
Act 2004. This includes comments received no earlier than 12am on 12 April 2022 and no

later than 11:59pm on 9 May 2022***

The Council has provisionally registered Former Kingston Post Office as a way to indicate that
it intends to make a decision on whether or not to permanently put it on the ACT Heritage
Register. The provisional registration sets out what it is about the place that the Council
thinks is important to the ACT and why. This public consultation aims to find out the views of
the  ACT community.

Please read the Provisional Registration Decision and the Background Information
documents  before starting.

Privacy Statement

This survey fulfils the role of public consultation under section 37 of the Heritage Act 2004
(the Act), and the collection of personal information as authorised by the Act. If you make a
comment using this form, you will be considered an interested person under section 13 of
the Act. For this reason, the survey requires respondents to provide contact details so
functions under the Act relating to notification of interested persons can be fulfilled. If you
do not provide your identity or contact details then the ACT Heritage Council will be unable
to give you notice of decisions as an interested person under the Act. Also, you may not be
able to be identified as an interested person entitled to appeal rights under the Act.

The personal information on this survey is collected by the Environment, Planning and
Sustainable Development Directorate (EPSDD) and provided to the ACT Heritage Council. All
personal information provided will be collected, used and stored in accordance with  the
Information Privacy Act 2014 and EPSDD’s Information Privacy Policy, which contains
information about how you may access or seek to correct your personal information held by
EPSDD and how you may complain about an alleged breach of the Territory Privacy
Principles



Section 1 - ACT Heritage Council considerations - place

The boundary on the map (Figure 1) and the attributes listed below are what the ACT
Heritage Council considers to capture the proposed heritage significance of the Former
Kingston Post Office. Do you agree or do you have suggested changes you want the
Council to consider?

Former Kingston Post Office has the following attributes:

Figure 1 – Proposed Heritage Boundary

• The original Kingston Post Office Building:

o Punchbowl orange facebrick

o Cream tiles around major openings, windows and roof line

o Vent grilles and downpipe heads, consistent with the Kingston Shopping Precinct

o Inter-war stripped classical overall design with minor art deco embellishments,
including:

▪ Elements arranged symmetrically;

▪ Cylindrical mullions used in the main window, alluding to vestigial classical
columns and emphasising verticality;

▪ Stepped end bay along the building’s western external wall implying a
classical portico;

▪ Ornamental metal windows;



▪ Coloured glazed terracotta (faience) facing; and,

▪ Low relief ornamental details.

o Scale and massing of the original single storey form

o The flagpole, either in its current position above the entrance or in its original
position  extending horizontally from top of the center of the western facade

o Evidence of the rear wraparound driveway for postal vehicles.

Your Comments on the proposed boundary and features that describe the significant

attributes of  the place:

As covered below, the entire heritage listing is inappropriate and will have high costs for the
Territory over the coming decades and centuries if the listing is allowed to stand, and for that
reason this site should not be permanently listed.

Boundary

However, additional to these general concerns, the inclusion of the driveway in the heritage listing
is completely inappropriate, has no heritage value, and serves to impose substantial costs on the
community for no descrinable benefit. It is essentially a rear facing concrete slab that has no use,
and is not part of what the community would consider part of the building worth preserving.
There is no rationale to preserve redundant car infrastructure, which may have serious
implications for evolving community use of the site that would otherwise be sympathetic to the
site.

For these reasons,if the listing is allowed to continue, it should be reduced to only the footprint of
the actual building, and not the ‘evidence of the rear wrap around driveway for postal vehicles’.

Features

On the features, the “the scale and massing of the original single storey form” should not be
considered an element of the heritage listing. It is needlessly restrictive to heritage sympathetic
reimaginings of this site that would otherwise be possible when this site is renovated and rebuilt
(as all heritage listed sites eventually must be, if in the 2050s or the 2150s).

Kingston is at the heart of Canberra, proximate to the parliamentary triangle and plays a vital role
in serving the Commonwealth government and its officers. As Australia continues to grow,
Canberra will also grow, and the size of the community that the inner south and Kingston will
serve will inevitably expand, with increasing residential density and commercial activity.

This site should be able to play an active role in servicing that community. As a Kingston resident,
my experience with the Kingston Post Office has always been one of frustration - it is too small to
serve the community that currently lives here, and parcels are frequently redirected to Fyswick.
Retaining the driveway and the massing requirements would principally work to prevent the
future utilisation of this site in conjunction with the current post office site in the extension next
door into a future post office that could service the needs of the community.

Additionally, the current Post office in the extension has parcel lockers on the west facing wall.



These are highly valuable to the community and the site’s functionality as a post office, and it
would be extremely detrimental if there is an attempt to remove them because of this heritage
listing.

Section 2 - ACT Heritage Council considerations -significance

A place or object has heritage significance if it meets with one or more of the eight
heritage  significance criteria as defined under section 10 of the Heritage Act 2004.

The heritage significance criteria are labelled (a) to (h), and your comments are most useful when
addressed against each of these criteria, or you could focus on the ones relevant to your
argument.  However, you may choose to only leave a general comment by skipping to the General
Comments  section.

The ACT Heritage Council has determined that Former Kingston Post Office is likely to have
heritage  significance under criterion(a) only. The criteria that are not met can also be commented
on.

While the Council will independently assess and research any claims you make against the criteria,
it  may be helpful to refer to the Heritage Assessment Policy as a guide to providing the strongest
argument with appropriate evidence.

(a) importance to the course or pattern of the ACT’s cultural or natural history;

The Council has assessed Former Kingston Post Office against criterion (a) and is
satisfied that the Former Kingston Post Office is likely to meet this criterion.

The Kingston Shopping Precinct was the first shopping precinct developed for the
ACT and was the premier shopping destination in the new capital for many
decades, providing a central hub for services, socialising and business development
in Canberra. The Former Kingston Post Office was integral to the success of
businesses in the Precinct as well as an effective drawcard service to attract people
to the area.

The Former Kingston Post Office was the most important outlet for business and
residents for South Canberra during the post-war period. In a time of economic
recovery, the Kingston area, including the Precinct and the surrounding industrial
areas, was one of the main business centres in the ACT and there was a high
reliance on the Former Kingston Post Office for delivering and receiving orders,
invoices, cheques, legal documents, and various other forms and services that
businesses of the day depended on. The high-quality building was the NSW Post
Master General’s first significant investment since the start of WWII. The
commitment of resources and faith in its establishment of significant services in the
ACT is demonstrated in the stripped-classical style of architecture and the solid
building material of brick and concrete. The high-quality build is an important
contribution to the character of the area recognised by the NCDC stipulating that
the rest of the Jardine Street Banking and Commercial Row had to use the same
Punchbowl Orange brick as the Post Office  as one of the key unifying features.



Your Comments on criterion (a):

The Heritage Assessment Policy notes that the threshold of significance required for listing is one
of “territory significance”, and that the operative question for determining this is “would the loss
of the place or object significantly impoverish our Territory heritage?” The Heritage Policy names
the Kingston Power House as one such example.

The clear answer to this question is that the loss of the place would not significantly impoverish
our Territory heritage. This is a mid century brick building that served as a suburban post office
over three decades ago, and the vast majority of the community would be unaware had ever
been a post office. Most of us know it as a well built but otherwise unremarkable doctor’s or real
estate’s office.

The former Kingston Post office was a post-office, not dissimilar from dozens of other post offices
which have been built to serve local communities over the years. It performed its function, just as
post offices throughout the territory did. The role which the former Kingston Post Office played
with regards to local businesses on Jardine street was completely unremarkable and shared by
every other post office in every other locality of Canberra at the time, and is not a reason for
heritage listing.

If this is a reason for listing, then any post office older than half a century old may be heritage
listed. There is no discernible reason why not on the precedent this sets. This is not a special post
office. The role it played was not unique, rare, distinct, rare or otherwise notable, and it did not
perform the function for overly long (serving for 40 years).

In particular, the Kingston Post Office is not (unlike the Garden city precincts and the Kingston
Power House) examples of the early history of Canberra or the City Beautiful or Garden City
principles.

This site does not meet this criterion.
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(b) has uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of the ACT’s cultural or natural history;

The Council has assessed Former Kingston Post Office against criterion (b) and is
satisfied  that the Former Kingston Post Office is not likely to meet this criterion.

The Former Kingston Post Office is not considered to be uncommon, rare or
endangered as a post office, a stripped classical building, or as a government
building. All of these types are represented across the ACT and from a wide range
of dates.

Your Comments on criterion (b):

I agree that this site does not meet this criterion.

(c) potential to yield important information that will contribute to an understanding of the

ACT’s cultural or natural history;



The Council has assessed Former Kingston Post Office against criterion (c) and is
satisfied  that the Former Kingston Post Office is not likely to meet this criterion.

As a well-documented built place, it is unlikely that any new information will be garnered
from the material fabric of the place that would be considered a significant contribution to
our existing knowledge. The Former Kingston Post Office does not have the potential to
yield  important information that will contribute to an understanding of the ACT’s cultural
history.

Your Comments on criterion (c):

I agree that this site does not meet this criterion.

(d) importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of cultural or natural

places or objects;

The Council has assessed Former Kingston Post Office against criterion (d) and is
satisfied  that the Former Kingston Post Office is not likely to meet this criterion.

The Former Kingston Post Office is not considered to demonstrate the principal
characteristics of a post office as all of these functions have now moved into the new
extension and the original post office section retains no evidence of its past use. As a type
of  architecture, it does demonstrate the principal characteristics of the Inter-War Stripped
Classical style with its symmetrical massing and classical composition with a minimum of
classical motifs and Art Deco decorative elements; however, as a late and relatively small
example of this kind, it is not considered to be important for demonstrating these
characteristics. The post office compares to other examples of the Inter-War Stripped
Classical Style including the Former Institute of Anatomy and Robert Garran Offices,
formerly  the Patent Office, Barton. However, it is a later and much smaller example. Also,
these other  examples are under Commonwealth planning control. The Former Kingston
Post Office does  not meet the thresholds for inclusion under this criterion as either a post
office or an  example of the Inter-War Stripped Classical style of architecture.

Your Comments on criterion (d):
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I agree that this site does not meet this criterion.

(e) importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by the ACT community  or

a cultural group in the ACT;

The Council has assessed Former Kingston Post Office against criterion (e) and is
satisfied  that the Former Kingston Post Office is not likely to meet this criterion.

Whilst the Council recognises that the Former Kingston Post Office Building is an example
of  the Inter-War Stripped Classical Style with Art Deco characteristics, there is insufficient
evidence before the Council at this time to indicate that this exhibits outstanding design or
aesthetic qualities that are valued by the community or a cultural group. It does contribute
to the character of the Kingston Shopping Precinct and may be further referenced in a



decision for the Precinct.

Your Comments on criterion (e):

I agree that this site does not meet this criterion. This is an unremarkable brick building and
should not be frozen in place for all time on aesthetic characteristics.

(f) importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement for a

particular period;

The Council has assessed Former Kingston Post Office against criterion (f) and is
satisfied  that the Former Kingston Post Office is not likely to meet this criterion.

The Former Kingston Post Office was built in a solid, standard, method of
construction for its time. It is a brick and timber frame construction. Its design
includes provision for movement and loading of postal vehicles, although these
features have not been retained in the extant structure of the original building.
While the stripped classical design testifies to its government origins, there is
nothing that distinguishes it as a post office or shows any achievement beyond
being a well-made, solid building. This means that it is of a standard design for its
time and cannot be considered to demonstrate a high degree of creative or
technical achievement for its time.

Your Comments on criterion (f):

I agree that this site does not meet this criterion. This was a typical building, and is not
remarkable or distinguishable.

(g) has a strong or special association with the ACT community, or a cultural group in the ACT

for social, cultural or spiritual reasons;

The Council has assessed Former Kingston Post Office against criterion (g) and is
satisfied  that the Former Kingston Post Office is not likely to meet this criterion.

In its heyday, the Former Kingston Post Office had an important role to play in supporting
businesses and attracting shoppers to the Kingston Shopping Precinct, which was the
premier shopping destination in the ACT in the period immediately after WWII. As such it
would certainly have had a strong and special association with the ACT community at
that  time, but as the city has expanded, the Precinct has been relegated to a smaller role
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servicing its local neighbourhood. This smaller, local role is consistent with the original
planning intention. As a consequence of the local role of both the precinct and the Post
Office today, the latter has not maintained a strong or special association to the broader
ACT  community.

Your Comments on criterion (g):

I agree that this site does not meet this criterion.



(h) has a special association with the life or work of a person, or people, important to the

history of the ACT.

The Council has assessed Former Kingston Post Office against criterion (h) and is
satisfied  that the Former Kingston Post Office is not likely to meet this criterion.

The Former Kingston Post Office building is associated with the urban development
of the ACT immediately following the end of World War II, the National Capital
Planning  and Development Committee (the NCPDC) and Australia Post.

The Former Kingston Post Office was built in 1947 as Canberra’s first permanent post-war
post office. Its predecessor had been located in one of the shops in the Precinct along
Giles  Street, and before that, the first post office in the Kingston area had opened in 1918
at  Eastlake, near to the power station. Development in the ACT was severely restricted
during  the 1930s and the early years of the Second World War. After the war’s end, the
Former  Kingston Post Office Building was the first official permanent post office
constructed in the  ACT. While it was not the first post office established, it is the earliest
remaining post-FCT  post office and was the first significant post-war project for the NSW
Post Master General,  making it a testament to the faith in the importance of the
developing capital. The building  was planned and to process increasing business
transactions in the inner south of the city.  The Former Kingston Post Office was the most
important post office outlet for business and  for residents of south Canberra during the
urban development of the capital, and in  particular the post-World War II period.

Your Comments on criterion (h):

I agree that this site does not meet this criterion.
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Section 3 – General Comments

I support the proposed heritage registration? No.

Please include any further comments to your submission:

Heritage listing is not free. Heritage listing impose massive costs on subsequent
generations by freezing land use, preventing future architectural expression, and creating
difficulties to building modernisation that could allow for more energy efficient and higher
quality structure.

Heritage listing a place is an expression that what currently exists there is of greater
significance than any possible future use of the land. Often, that is a reasonable call, and
Canberra has many such sites that should be preserved for every succeeding generation,
including Old Parliament House and the War Memorial.

A former post office of unremarkable construction, from an unremarkable and not too
distant period of Canberra’s history that had a typical post office function does not meet



this bar.

What this listing instead represents is a loss of potential. It is a stunning example of 2070s
architecture that will never be able to be built. Given its position in the employment heart
of Canberra, this listing will contribute to the housing crisis by forming another barrier to
the creation of urban infil housing in the heart of Canberra, and will in turn contribute to
higher housing debts and housing costs for my generation and every generation to come.

This site is unremarkable and has limited heritage value, not rising to the level of Territory
significance required for listing. It should not be listed.

Section 4 - Demographics

Your personal details are confidential and will not be publicly visible, but this is required for
you to be kept informed and to be counted as an ‘interested person’ (refer to the Privacy
Statement at the beginning of the document).

If you do not provide your identity or contact details then the ACT Heritage Council will be
unable to give you notice of decisions as an interested person under the Act. Also, you may
not be able to be identified as an interested person entitled to appeal rights under the Act.

First Name:

Last Name:

Preferred contact details (phone, email, postal address):

Age range: 26

Relationship to the place: Local resident.

Have you ever provided comments on other heritage registrations? No.

What next?

After you are happy with your comments and have saved this form it can be emailed to
heritage@act.gov.au or printed out and mailed to:

The Secretary

ACT Heritage Council
GPO Box 158
Canberra City ACT 2601





The form and detailing of this building established precedents for the street-fronting 

buildings in Jardine Street; which are evident in the treatment of the corner to Giles Street 

and of the finely detailed tile work fronting the pavement, which enhances a person’s 

identity with the public role of this building. 
 

(e) importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by the ACT 

community or a cultural group in the ACT; 

The Heritage Council does not consider the Kingston PO to meet this criteria.  However it is 

not clear that the Council has attempted to find out the community’s views other than 

through the very limited ‘Your Say’ survey device. A more substantial effort is needed. 

The Kingston and Barton Residents Group and Canberra & District History posted the news 

of the provisional registration on their Facebook pages and it elicited a surprisingly large 

number of supporting posts. There were 90 ‘Likes’, 82 positive comments and 109 link clicks. 

I understand others have posted this matter on their Instagram pages with similar results. 

 

(h) has a special association with the life or work of a person, or people, important to the 

history of the ACT. 

The provisional registration fails to mention the contribution of the architect David Edward 

Limburg to the design of the Kingston PO. He was appointed Assistant Director of Works in 

1947. It is one of Limberg’s fine buildings in Canberra with others such as Albert Hall and 

Girls Grammar Boarding School. 

We suggest the Heritage Council inspect the building files (obtainable through ArchivesACT) 

and other documentation to determine his role in the design and construction of the PO.  

 

We look forward to the addition of the Former Kingston Post Office to the ACT Heritage 

Register. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

,  
B.Arch., Dip. T&C Planning, Dip. Environ. Studies 

Life Fellow, Planning Institute of Australia 

 

President, Kingston and Barton Residents Group Inc.      8 May 2022 
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Official four week period public consultation period under section 37 of the Heritage Act 2004  
12 April to 9 May 2022. 

None additional to the public consultation submissions included in Attachment A(ii) 

 

Post official public consultation period 
Under section 37(4)(b) of the Act, the Council may consider any written comments made after the end of the public consultation period. 

None. 
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Schedule 
(See sections 3 and 4) 

 

 

AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 

HERITAGE REGISTER 

(Provisional Registration) 

  

For the purposes of s 33 of the Heritage Act 2004, a provisional entry to the heritage register has been prepared by 
the ACT Heritage Council for the following place: 

Former Kingston Post Office 

Block 21, Section 22, Kingston 

DATE OF DECISION  
7 April 2022 
 
DATE OF PROVISIONAL REGISTRATION 
8 April 2022  Notifiable Instrument: 2022– 
 
PERIOD OF EFFECT OF PROVISIONAL REGISTRATION 
Start Date: 8 April 2022 End Date: 7 September 2022 

 

Copies of the Register Entry are available for inspection at ACT Heritage. For further information please contact: 

The Secretary 
ACT Heritage Council 
GPO Box 158 
CANBERRA ACT 2601 
Telephone 13 22 81 
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This statement refers to the location of the place as required in s 12 (b) of the Heritage Act 2004. 

LOCATION OF THE PLACE 

Former Kingston Post Office, Block 21, Section 22. 

19 Jardine Street/82 Giles Street, Kingston. 

This statement refers to the description of the place as required in s 12 (c) of the Heritage Act 2004. The attributes 
described in this section form part of the heritage significance of the place. For the purposes of s 12 (c) of the 
Heritage Act 2004, the boundary of the place is at Image 1. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE 

Former Kingston Post Office, consisting of the following attributes: 

• The original Kingston Post Office Building: 

o Punchbowl orange facebrick 

o Cream tiles around major openings, windows and roof line 

o Vent grilles and downpipe heads, consistent with the Kingston Shopping Precinct 

o Inter-war stripped classical overall design with minor art deco embellishments, including: 

 Elements arranged symmetrically; 

 Cylindrical mullions used in the main window, alluding to vestigial classical columns and 
emphasising verticality; 

 Stepped end bay along the building’s western external wall implying a classical portico; 

 Ornamental metal windows; 

 Coloured glazed terracotta (faience) facing; and, 

 Low relief ornamental details. 

o Scale and massing of the original single storey form 

o The flagpole, either in its current position above the entrance or in its original position extending 
horizontally from top of the center of the western facade 

o Evidence of the rear wraparound driveway for postal vehicles. 
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This statement refers to the heritage significance of the place as required in s 12 (d) of the Heritage Act 2004. 

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE  

The Former Kingston Post Office from 1947 is significant for its strong associations with the post-World War II 
development of Canberra, and for its Inter War Stripped Classical style with Art Deco details. 

The Former Kingston Post Office building is situated on the corner of Jardine and Giles Streets and adjacent to the 
Kingston Shopping Centre. While an earlier post office existed in Kingston from the 1920s, with increasing demand 
the government planned and built the 1947 Kingston Post Office Building. It was also the first official post office 
constructed in Canberra after the Second World War and operated until 1989. The Former Kingston Post Office was 
the most important post office outlet for business and for residents of south Canberra during the urban development 
of the capital, and in particular the post-World War II period. It is the oldest surviving suburban post office building 
designed for the federal capital. 

The 1947 building is a notable example of a building in the Inter-War Stripped Classical Style with Art Deco details. 
Following the principles of the style, the building features components of symmetrical planning; for example, the 
corner porches that are placed equidistantly around a central space. The mullions of the large window along the 
western wall are cylindrical in form, alluding to vestigial classical columns and also emphasise verticality, while the 
stepped end bay along the building’s western external wall implies a classical portico. The building is decorated with 
ornamental windows, extensively uses coloured glazed terracotta (faience) facing, and low relief ornamental detail. 
These are all principal components of the Art Deco Style. Details such as vent grilles and downpipe heads are of an 
attractive design consistent with the style of the building.  

Since its construction, the building has undergone sympathetic renovation, upholding the integrity of the place. 

CONSERVATION OBJECTIVE 

The guiding conservation objective is that Former Kingston Post Office shall be conserved and appropriately 
managed in a manner respecting its heritage significance. 

The ACT Heritage Council may adopt heritage guidelines applicable to the place under s 25 of the Heritage Act 2004.  

For further information on guidelines applicable to the place, or for advice on proposed works or development, 
please contact ACT Heritage on 13 22 81. 

REASON FOR PROVISIONAL REGISTRATION 

The Council has assessed the Former Kingston Post Office, Kingston against the heritage significance criteria and is 
satisfied that the place is likely to have heritage significance when assessed against criterion (a) under s 10 of the 
Heritage Act 2004. 

ASSESSMENT AGAINST THE HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE CRITERIA 

The Council’s assessment against the criteria specified in s 10 of the Heritage Act 2004 is as follows. 

In assessing the heritage significance of Former Kingston Post Office, Kingston, the Council considered: 
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• The original nomination and documentary evidence supplied by the nominator(s) for the Kingston Post 
Office; 

• The Council’s Heritage Assessment Policy (March 2018); 
• Information provided by site inspections on 11 September 2019 by ACT Heritage; and 
• The report by ACT Heritage titled, Background Information Former Kingston Post Office, April 2022, 

containing photographs and information on history, description, condition and integrity. 

Pursuant to s 10 of the Heritage Act 2004, a place or object has heritage significance if it satisfies one or more of the 
following criteria. Future research may alter the findings of this assessment. 

(a) importance to the course or pattern of the ACT’s cultural or natural history; 

The Council has assessed Former Kingston Post Office against criterion (a) and is satisfied that the 
place is likely to meet this criterion. 

The Kingston Shopping Precinct was the first shopping precinct developed for the ACT and was the 
premier shopping destination in the new capital for many decades, providing a central hub for 
services, socialising and business development in Canberra. The Former Kingston Post Office was 
integral to the success of businesses in the Precinct as well as an effective drawcard service to 
attract people to the area. 

The Former Kingston Post Office was the most important outlet for business and residents for 
South Canberra during the post-war period. In a time of economic recovery, the Kingston area, 
including the Precinct and the surrounding industrial areas, was one of the main business centres 
in the ACT and there was a high reliance on the Former Kingston Post Office for delivering and 
receiving orders, invoices, cheques, legal documents, and various other forms and services that 
businesses of the day depended on. The high-quality building was the NSW Post Master General’s 
first significant investment since the start of WWII. The commitment of resources and faith in its 
establishment of significant services in the ACT is demonstrated in the stripped-classical style of 
architecture and the solid building material of brick and concrete. The high-quality build is an 
important contribution to the character of the area recognised by the NCDC stipulating that the 
rest of the Jardine Street Banking and Commercial Row had to use the same Punchbowl Orange 
brick as the Post Office as one of the key unifying features. 

(b) has uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of the ACT’s cultural or natural history; 

The Council has assessed Former Kingston Post Office against criterion (g) and is satisfied that the 
place is not likely to meet this criterion. 

 The Former Kingston Post Office is not considered to be uncommon, rare or endangered as a post 
office, a stripped classical building, or as a government building. All of these types are represented 
across the ACT and from a wide range of dates. 

(c) potential to yield important information that will contribute to an understanding of the ACT’s 
cultural or natural history; 

The Council has assessed Former Kingston Post Office against criterion (g) and is satisfied that the 
place is not likely to meet this criterion. 

As a well-documented built place, it is unlikely that any new information will be garnered from the 
material fabric of the place that would be considered a significant contribution to our existing 
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knowledge. The Former Kingston Post Office does not have the potential to yield important 
information that will contribute to an understanding of the ACT’s cultural history. 

(d) importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of cultural or natural places 
or objects; 

The Council has assessed Former Kingston Post Office against criterion (g) and is satisfied that the 
place is not likely to meet this criterion. 

The Former Kingston Post Office is not considered to demonstrate the principal characteristics of 
a post office as all of these functions have now moved into the new extension and the original post 
office section retains no evidence of its past use. As a type of architecture, it does demonstrate the 
principal characteristics of the Inter-War Stripped Classical style with its symmetrical massing and 
classical composition with a minimum of classical motifs and Art Deco decorative elements; 
however, as a late and relatively small example of this kind, it is not considered to be important 
for demonstrating these characteristics. The post office compares to other examples of the Inter-
War Stripped Classical Style including the Former Institute of Anatomy and Robert Garran Offices, 
formerly the Patent Office, Barton. However, it is a later and much smaller example. Also, these 
other examples are under Commonwealth planning control. The Former Kingston Post Office does 
not meet the thresholds for inclusion under this criterion as either a post office or an example of 
the Inter-War Stripped Classical style of architecture. 

(e) importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by the ACT community or a 
cultural group in the ACT;  

The Council has assessed Former Kingston Post Office against criterion (g) and is satisfied that the 
place is not likely to meet this criterion. 

Whilst the Council recognises that the Former Kingston Post Office Building is an example of the 
Inter-War Stripped Classical Style with Art Deco characteristics, there is insufficient evidence 
before the Council at this time to indicate that this exhibits outstanding design or aesthetic 
qualities that are valued by the community or a cultural group. It does contribute to the character 
of the Kingston Shopping Precinct and may be further referenced in a decision for the Precinct. 

(f) importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement for a particular 
period;  

The Council has assessed Former Kingston Post Office against criterion (g) and is satisfied that the 
place is not likely to meet this criterion. 

The Former Kingston Post Office was built in a solid, standard, method of construction for its time. 
It is a brick and timber frame construction. Its design includes provision for movement and loading 
of postal vehicles, although these features have not been retained in the extant structure of the 
original building. While the stripped classical design testifies to its government origins, there is 
nothing that distinguishes it as a post office or shows any achievement beyond being a well-made, 
solid building. This means that it is of a standard design for its time and cannot be considered to 
demonstrate a high degree of creative or technical achievement for its time. 
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(g) has a strong or special association with the ACT community, or a cultural group in the ACT for 
social, cultural or spiritual reasons;  

The Council has assessed Former Kingston Post Office against criterion (g) and is satisfied that the 
place is not likely to meet this criterion. 

In its heyday, the Former Kingston Post Office had an important role to play in supporting 
businesses and attracting shoppers to the Kingston Shopping Precinct, which was the premier 
shopping destination in the ACT in the period immediately after WWII. As such it would certainly 
have had a strong and special association with the ACT community at that time, but as the city has 
expanded, the Precinct has been relegated to a smaller role servicing its local neighbourhood. This 
smaller, local role is consistent with the original planning intention. As a consequence of the local 
role of both the precinct and the Post Office today, the latter has not maintained a strong or special 
association to the broader ACT community. 

(h) has a special association with the life or work of a person, or people, important to the history of 
the ACT.  

The Council has assessed Former Kingston Post Office against criterion (h) and is satisfied that the 
place is not likely to meet this criterion. 

The Former Kingston Post Office building is associated with the urban development of the ACT 
immediately following the end of World War II, the National Capital Planning and Development 
Committee (the NCPDC) and Australia Post. 

The Former Kingston Post Office was built in 1947 as Canberra’s first permanent post-war post 
office. Its predecessor had been located in one of the shops in the Precinct along Giles Street, and 
before that, the first post office in the Kingston area had opened in 1918 at Eastlake, near to the 
power station. Development in the ACT was severely restricted during the 1930s and the early 
years of the Second World War. After the war’s end, the Former Kingston Post Office Building was 
the first official permanent post office constructed in the ACT. While it was not the first post office 
established, it is the earliest remaining post-FCT post office and was the first significant post-war 
project for the NSW Post Master General, making it a testament to the faith in the importance of 
the developing capital. The building was planned and to process increasing business transactions 
in the inner south of the city. The Former Kingston Post Office was the most important post office 
outlet for business and for residents of south Canberra during the urban development of the 
capital, and in particular the post-World War II period. 
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SITE PLAN 

 

Image 1 Former Kingston Post Office site boundary 
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
(FORMER KINGSTON POST OFFICE 

(BLOCK 21, SECTION 22, KINGSTON) 

At its meeting of 7 April 2022 the ACT Heritage Council decided that the Former Kingston Post Office was eligible for 
provisional registration. 

The information contained in this report was considered by the ACT Heritage Council in assessing the nomination for 
the Former Kingston Post Office against the heritage significance criteria outlined in s10 of the Heritage Act 2004. 

HISTORY 

Postal Services in Canberra 

The first post office in Canberra was established in Ginninderra in 1859 (Dale 1958). Other offices were established 
shortly after by NSW postal authorities: these included Duntroon (1863), Lanyon (1860) and Canberra (1863), situated 
at the corner of Limestone Avenue and Allambee Street (Dale 1958). 

From Federation in 1901, the Postmaster General’s Department (PMG), a Commonwealth Department, was 
responsible for communication services and systems throughout Australia, including postal services, telegraph and 
telephone systems (Australia Post 1975:17). A decade later, the PMG provided an allocation for a postal office in 
Duntroon to service the employees working at the Royal Military College, while also opening the Acton Post Office. In 
1913, the name of the Acton Post Office was changed to Canberra and the original Canberra office was changed to 
Ainslie (Dale 1958). The Acton Post Office, comprising a weather board building with a corrugated iron roof, was 
demolished in 1926 (Canberra Times, 5 December 1953:4). 

As the capital’s population grew, there was increasing demand for postal services and the post office emerged as a 
vital administrative and business hub for local communities and critical to its long-term development. By the late 
1920s, there were at least four post offices in Canberra and these included Westlake (Yarralumla), Molonglo 
(Queanbeyan), Canberra and Eastlake (Kingston) (Mercury, 27 May 1927, p 10). Once Parliament moved to Canberra, 
the Canberra post office was moved from Acton to the East Block of the Government Offices in Parkes, serving both 
the public and Parliament (Dale 1958). Meanwhile, constant submissions were made by residents and community 
groups to the PMG to allocate provisions and establish new permanent offices in other suburbs, such as Ainslie 
(Canberra Times, 6 March 1947:3; 22 April 1950:3). Where the PMG refused to establish post offices, temporary, non-
official post offices were opened. 

When the Second World War broke out in 1939, the Postmaster General’s Department accepted the responsibility of 
carrying out specialised tasks for the Defence Force and as a result, they limited their works and projects (Australia 
Post 1975: 18; Commonwealth of Australia 1958: 44). Once the war ended, the Department faced much pressure to 
provide services in Canberra and throughout Australia “…at a rate sufficient to overtake arrears created by the low 
rate of development which necessarily occurred during the war years…” and meet the rapid industrial, commercial 
and population growth (Chippindall 1958:5). Their response included establishing more buildings, of “…various sizes 
and types…” to accommodate “…additional staff, equipment and stores…” (Chippindall 1958:44). In Canberra, the 
PMG constructed and relocated post offices as well as established many non-official offices in suburbs during this 
period, including Narrabundah, O’Connor and Griffith. By 1954, the Department employed more than 70,000 full-time 
official staff, making it the largest business in Australia (Commonwealth of Australia 1954). 
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Figure 1 Photograph of the Former Kingston Post Office, Giles and Jardine St, 1951 (National Library of Australia). 

The Kingston Post Office was erected on the block that had been provisionally allocated for a public hall in the 1920s. 
Completed in 1947, the present building is in a Stripped Classical style with Art Deco details and was designed by 
G. Edward of the Department of Works and Housing for the PMG’s Department (Garnett & Hyndes 1992:112). During 
this period, Canberra’s architectural development was influenced by the National Capital Planning and Development 
Committee (NCPDC) which was formed in 1940. This advisory committee guided growth in the Territory until it was 
abolished in 1957 when the National Capital Development Commission (NCDC) was formed. 

Soon after the opening of the new Kingston Post Office other offices were established in adjacent suburbs; for 
example, the permanent Manuka Post Office, adjacent to the Capitol Theatre, was built after 1949 (Canberra Times, 4 
May 1949:4). Non-official post offices were opened in Narrabundah in 1949 and Griffith in 1957. 

In February 1989, the crown lease held by the Australian Postal Commission was surrendered to the ACT and plans for 
the building’s development into a health care center and post office were approved. This development involved the 
refurbishment of the interior for the health care facility and an extension to the east in the same style to house the 
post office. The Post Office still leases the eastern extension as of 2021. 

DESCRIPTION 

The Post Office 

The Former Kingston Post Office Building is situated on the corner of Giles Street and Jardine Street, opposite the 
Kingston Shopping Precinct. The site has access from both streets for postal vehicles and a large paved area at the 
rear. 

The original section, built in 1947, is a rectangular single storey brick building, 18.75m long by 13.75m wide. The 
exterior consists of a simple colour scheme comprising Punchbowl orange bricks (setting the standard for the rest of 
the Jardine Street buildings through the 1950s) with cream tiles placed around major openings and the roof line. The 
main entrances of this building are situated on the southern and western walls of the building, facing Giles and Jardine 
Streets. 

The building is in the Inter-War Stripped Classical Style featuring some decorative elements derived from the Art Deco 
Style. Following the principles of the style, the building features components of symmetrical planning; for example, 
the corner porches that are placed equidistantly around a central space. The windows feature large, simple panes of 
glass. The building also comprises features that have some resemblance to the Classical Style. For example, along the 
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western wall, the mullions of the main large window are cylindrical, alluding to vestigial classical columns and also 
emphasise verticality, while the stepped end bay along the building’s western external wall implies a classical portico. 
The building is decorated with ornamental metal windows, extensively uses coloured glazed terracotta (faience) facing 
and low relief ornamental detail, and these are all principal components of the Art Deco Style (Apperly et al. 1989: 
167,190). Details such as vent grilles and downpipe heads are an attractive design consistent with the style of the 
building. Originally, the building also featured stylised signage. 

 

Figure 2 Former Kingston Post Office building as seen from the corner of Giles and Jardine Street. Minor modifications 
to the building are observable, including the replacement of the stylised lettering (ACT Heritage Unit, October 2021). 

Since 1988, the building has been modified and extended (Garnett and Hyndes 1992: 112). The north-west porch has 
been filled in and a 10.5m by 18.75m extension was built to the east. These have been done in a sympathetic manner; 
matching bricks and feature cream tiles around the windows are used. Other minor changes include the installation of 
a ramped entry, repositioning the flagpole vertically above the corner entrance, and the removal of the original 
signage. The original large (~2.2x1.2m) chimney remains in the eastern corner of the original building, but now 
appears to sit centrally on that wall due to the extension. The extension is not included in this registration. 

Physical condition and integrity 

The Former Kingston Post Office is in excellent condition and retains most of its integrity. All changes and modification 
have been completed in a sympathetic manner and the original material of the building has been retained with only 
minor changes as noted above. 
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Image 1 Former Kingston Post Office site boundary 
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