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MOLONGLO PROJECT REFERENCE GROUP 
11:00am-12:00noon Wednesday 9 March 2011 
ACTPLA Ground Floor North Function Room 

AGENDA 
Members: 
Sharon Lane / Trish Bootes, Parks Conservation and Lands, TAMS 
Damian McNamara, Land Release, LAPS 
Jim Corrigan / Gabriel Joseph, Asset Acceptance, TAMS 
Tony Gill / Carl Dias, Roads ACT, TAMS 
Ian Baird, Natural Environment, DECCEW 
Patrick Paynter, Infrastructure Policy, ACTPLA 
Stuart Mackenzie, Land Policy, ACTPLA 
Trina McFarlane, Land Policy, ACTPLA (Chair) 
Optional attendees: 
Neil Savery, Chief Planning Executive, ACTPLA 
Steven Gianakis, A/g Manager Land Policy, ACTPLA 
Harvey Chambers, Manager Infrastructure Policy, ACTPLA 
 
Presentation:  (SGS Economics and Planning) 

1. Welcome and previous minutes      (5 mins) 

2. Molonglo Stage 2 - Draft PDF project     (10 mins) 

 Update on Molonglo Stage 2 process.  

 Brief summary of feedback from the Community and Industry Reference Group 
meetings – November 2010 and March 2011 

3. Presentation of issues being considered in Draft PDF   (35 mins) 
Including issues such as: 

− Housing 
− Community Infrastructure and Open Space 
− Group and Local Centre 
− Environment, including Bushfire 
− Cultural Heritage 
− Movement and Access 
− Water and Utilities.  

 Discussion 

4. River Park Concept Plan      (10 mins) 

 Brief introduction to the project and key objectives.   

Close  











MOLONGLO STAGE 2 – PLANNING OVERVIEW AND UPDATE ON PROGRESS 
 
Study area 

• Future urban area boundaries indicated in Structure Plan, now being refined, 
requires discussion with NCA. 

Draft PDF stages 
• Draft Planning and Design Framework (PDF) project is on track to finish end 

June 2011. 
• Four reports were received as part of Step 1 of the project. 
• Current work (Step 2) is finalising planning and design elements, themes and 

options. 
• IPRs for first 3,000 blocks prepared in step 4. 

Update on progress 
• Focussing on key issues though a series of papers and workshops: 

o Arterial road alignment/profile and group centre location 
o Western boundary 
o Community facilities and open space 
o Housing mix, yield, density and marketability 
o .Developable land. 

Site constraints 
•  

Environment and bushfire 
• Boundaries being determined as part of draft PDF, e.g. western boundary 

reconciliation of bushfire and environmental issues, paper prepared, decision 
by RPCP SC. 

• This decision may, in turn, initiate are round of complex referral and 
environmental assessment processes. 

Land reconciliation 
•  

Innovation is required 
•  

Housing mix 
• The target for Molonglo Valley overall was set at 55,000-60,000 through the 

structure planning work, of which 18,000 is to be in stage 2 (noting there is 
already a shortfall in the target for stage 1 – Coombs and Wright).   

• ACTPLA is working to an 18,000 population target for Molonglo stage 2.  This 
is seen as a firm planning/target population figure and clearly the proposed 
dwelling mix would need to support it.  Maintaining the population target for 
the whole of Molonglo and for stage 2 is therefore a key priority, and this is 
particularly important due to the shortage of greenfields land in the ACT.  But, 
at the same time, we are conscious there is also a need to maintain yield and 
the challenges of ensuring a good mix of housing. 

Street orientation 
•  

Movement and access 
•  

Bus routes 

















The Vision

A living place that grows over time in 
response to the special qualities of 
Molonglo Valley - its waterways, hills, 
histories and people. 

The brief is to house 18 000 people in stage 2



Building on Previous Studies 
and Consultations 

2004 Spatial Plan
2006 Molonglo Valley Structure Planning Study
2008 Molonglo and North Weston Structure Plan
2008 -11 Molonglo Valley Strategic Assessment
2010 Molonglo Valley Stage 2 Background planning, 

engineering and environmental studies and 
investigations

2010 Coombs and Wright Concept Plan



What is a Planning and Design 
Framework?

Describes the location of:
• housing, shops, schools and community

facilities
• infrastructure such as water, sewer and 

electricity
• roads, walkways, and cycle ways and 
• recreation and open space

The next stages cover detailed engineering and 
delivery mechanisms.





Community and Industry 
Feedback Important

Community and Industry Reference Group (CIRG)
•22 Nov 2010, 3 March 2011, 3rd meeting TBC

Planning and Development Forum 
•14th Dec 2010

Community Forums (2)
•24th March and late May/early June 2011

Local Schools and University
Feedback on the Web



Key Issues - from CIRG

• Sustainability
• The river as a feature
• Steepness of the site
• Compact city challenge
• Allocation and design of public realm
• Landscape setting.



slope 

>5%

5-10%

10-15% 

>15% 

1km 

Molonglo 

stage 2 

Coombs

Wright

Molonglo stage 3 

Slope













Land Reconciliation

Landuse Ha %

excl 

constrained

Constrained + Water 73.7 15%

Roads incl arterials 151.2 30% 36%

Open space and schools 38.8 8% 9%

263.6 53% 45%

Low Density incl local centre 132.4 27% 31%

Medium Density 36.5 7% 9%

High Density 53.1 11% 12%

Group Centre 13.1 3% 3%

235.0 47% 55%

498.6



ENVIRONMENT

How can the natural environmental 
features and values of stage 2 be 
incorporated to create a unique identity 
for the development?



Bushfire



HOUSING

What’s the best way to deliver 
compact and affordable housing?



Housing Mix 



Single houses 500-
600m2 blocks





Compact Housing



Apartments



CRACE

Terrace Style





OPEN SPACE AND COMMUNITY 
FACILITIES

What is the best way to collocate and 
integrate community facilities?



Stage 2

Lake

River

Arboretum

Stromlo Forest 

Park

Stage  3

Non Urban



  

 





MOVEMENT AND ACCESS

How can walking and cycling be 
integrated with the topography and 
water courses?

How can we optimise the use of public 
transport?



Planning for 
access in the 
site

1km 0 















A complete 
network: 

a connected 
grid that 
responds to 
the terrain





COMMERCIAL

How can the location and design of the 
principal commercial centre ensure it is 
attractive for future residents?







ENGINEERING SERVICES

How should we integrate the planning 
and engineering for stage 2?





  







Pedestrian Bridge Options
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Aloisi, Angelina

From: McCabe, April
Sent: Thursday, 7 April 2011 2:52 PM
To: Baird, Ian; Gill, Tony; Corrigan, Jim; Joseph, Gabriel; McNamara, Damien; Beljic, 

Miloje; Mackenzie, Stuart; McFarlane, Trina; ; Mulvaney, 
Michael

Subject: 20110309 - DRAFT Minutes - Molonglo Project Reference Group
Attachments: 20110309 - DRAFT Minutes - Molonglo Project Reference Group.doc

Good Afternoon, 
  
Attached are the draft minutes from our last Molonlgo stage 2 - Project Reference Group meeting.   
My apologies for the delay in getting the draft minutes out to everyone. However, if you have any additions or 
changes, please make them via track changes in the document attached and send back to me to finalise.  
  
Kind Regards 
  
April 
  
  

 April McCabe 
Senior Planner - Molonglo | Land Policy 
p 6205 5315 | e April.McCabe@act.gov.au | web www.actpla.act.gov.au 

 





1

Aloisi, Angelina

From: McFarlane, Trina
Sent: Monday, 2 May 2011 1:45 PM
To: Savery, Neil; Mackenzie, Stuart; Matesic, Ivo; Carmody, Adam; Lhuede, Nick; 

Corrigan, Jim; Lane, Sharon; Mulvaney, Michael; Ahmed, Khalid
Cc: McCabe, April; Murray, Chris; Steward, Fay; Tomlins, George; Lewis, Paul; Papps, 

David; Crosweller, Mark
Subject: 20110216 - Molonglo Technical Working Group Minutes - Western Boundary - 

DRAFT
Attachments: 20110216 - DRAFT Minutes - Western Boundary Options for Molonlgo Stage 2 - 

Technical Working Group.doc

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Draft minutes from the technical working meeting held on 16 February on western boundary options for Molonglo 
stage 2 are attached. 
  
It was just brought to our attention that these weren't circulated - apologies for getting these to you so late. 
  
Could people please make comments and/or corrections in track changes and forwardback to me. 
  
regards 
Trina 










