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Vision
Googong Foreshores is an attractive and 
biologically diverse area that protects a 
source of raw water for ACT and Queanbeyan 
communities, protects natural and cultural 
heritage, and is valued for its low impact 
recreational opportunities.
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INTRODUCTION
Googong Foreshores
Googong Foreshores is located in New South Wales (NSW), south-east of the 
Australian Capital Territory (ACT) and approximately 13 kilometres by road from 
Queanbeyan (see Figure 1). 

Googong Foreshores is the area defined in the 
Canberra Water Supply (Googong Dam) Act 1974 
(Cwlth) (Googong Dam Act) as the Googong Dam  
Area. The Foreshores covers an area of 5,089 hectares. 
It encompasses Googong Dam and adjoining land, 
and sections of the Queanbeyan River and Burra Creek 
(see Figure 2). 

The primary purpose of Googong Foreshores 
is to protect a source of raw water for ACT and 
Queanbeyan communities. Googong Foreshores is 
also valued for its natural and cultural heritage and 
provides opportunities for education and community 
engagement. The Foreshores offers a range of low 
impact recreational opportunities that are compatible 
with its primary purpose.

FIGURE 1. LOCATION OF GOOGONG FORESHORES

https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2004A00093#:~:text=34%20of%201974-,An%20Act%20relating%20to%20the%20Construction%20of%20a%20Dam%20on,and%20for%20purposes%20connected%20therewith.
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Purpose and scope  
of this Plan
The Googong Foreshores Land and Conservation 
Management Plan (this Plan) has been prepared as 
required by the lease between the Commonwealth 
Government and the ACT (the Googong Dam Lease). 
Icon Water Limited (Icon Water) is responsible for 
maintaining the water supply infrastructure within 
Googong Foreshores. This includes the dam wall, 
Googong Water Treatment Plant and pipelines.  
This Plan covers all other areas of the Foreshores.

This Plan identifies the natural, cultural and other 
values of Googong Foreshores and describes how  
the ACT Government will manage these. Specifically,  
it outlines:

 » Goals: the broad directions for management  
in the long-term.

 » Guiding principles: the basis for a consistent 
management response.

 » Actions: aim to achieve the goals over the life  
of this Plan.  

A Heritage Management Plan, Dam Safety 
Management Plan and Protection of Critical 
Infrastructure Plan are also required under the 
provisions of the Googong Dam Lease. The Googong 
Foreshores Heritage Management Plan (HMP) (ERM 
2014), prepared for the Commonwealth Department 
of Finance (Department of Finance), informs the 
goals, guiding principles and actions of the heritage 
components of this Plan. Icon Water is responsible  
for the development and ongoing implementation  
of the Dam Safety Management Plan and Protection  
of Critical Infrastructure Plan.

Implementation 
The ACT Government Parks and Conservation  
Service (PCS) is responsible for undertaking 
management actions to meet the goals outlined in 
this Plan. The PCS implements a range of actions to 
mitigate threats to the Foreshores’ primary purpose 
and other values of the area. The actions identified 
throughout this Plan (and collated in Appendix 1)  
will guide the development of an implementation 
plan and more detailed operational plans. 

The management of Googong Foreshores is guided by 
relevant legislation (see Appendix 2) and is informed 
by a range of strategies, guidelines and planning 
documents (see Appendix 3). These documents are 
subject to periodic revision and the latest versions 
should be sought for reference. 

The ACT Government must (as soon as practicable 
and in writing) report to the Department of Finance 
any material breach of this Plan or the HMP, or any 
law in relation to Googong Foreshores of which the 
ACT becomes aware, and must keep the Department 
of Finance informed of developments regarding the 
breach. In this context, a ‘material breach’ is any 
significant failure of performance under the Googong 
Dam Lease. 

Review
In accordance with the provisions of the Googong 
Dam Lease, this Plan will be reviewed and updated 
every five years. Draft revisions will be provided to 
the Department of Finance for comment and final 
updates to this Plan will inform management activities 
undertaken within the Foreshores. 

In accordance with the Googong Dam Lease, it is the 
responsibility of the ACT Government to review and 
update the HMP every five years. Any updates made to 
the HMP will inform the revision of this Plan. 



Management  
responsibilities
Googong Foreshores is Commonwealth-owned land, 
within NSW and is leased by the ACT Government. 
Key roles and responsibilities for management of the 
Foreshores and surrounding area are outlined below.

COMMONWEALTH GOVERNMENT
 » The Commonwealth owns Googong Foreshores  

and leases it to the ACT for the storage and supply  
of water for ACT and Queanbeyan communities.  

 » The Department of Finance administers the  
Googong Dam Lease on behalf of the 
Commonwealth.

ACT GOVERNMENT
 » The PCS, on behalf of the ACT, manages Googong 

Foreshores, including the land and associated 
infrastructure (excluding those that Icon Water  
own and manage). Activities undertaken by the  
PCS aim to mitigate threats to the Foreshores’ 
primary purpose of protecting a source of raw  
water for ACT and Queanbeyan communities,  
and to the natural and cultural heritage values  
of the area. These include managing low impact 
recreation and bushfire risk. 

 » Icon Water holds a sub-lease with the ACT for 
Googong Dam. Under the sub-lease, Icon Water 

owns and manages all water supply infrastructure, 
undertakes water quality monitoring, water 
treatment and reservoir extraction, and maintains 
the dam wall and the water distribution network.

 » The ACT Environment Protection Authority 
regulates water accessed and released from 
Googong Dam.

NSW GOVERNMENT 
 » The NSW Rural Fire Service (NSW RFS)  

is responsible for coordinating bushfire  
response within the Foreshores.

 » The Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council 
administers the area surrounding Googong 
Foreshores and the land on the north-western 
boundary of the Queanbeyan River Catchment. 

 » The Snowy Monaro Regional Council administers 
land in the southern part of the Queanbeyan  
River Catchment.

 » The NSW Parks and Wildlife Service manages 
the reserve system directly adjoining Googong 
Foreshores and in the surrounding region  
(e.g. Cuumbeun Nature Reserve, Burra Creek  
Nature Reserve, Yanununbeyan State Conservation 
Area and National Park, and Tinderry Nature 
Reserve) (see Figure 2).

ACTIONS

1. Report any material breach of this Plan or the Googong Heritage Management Plan, or any law in relation  
to Googong Foreshores of which the ACT becomes aware, to the Commonwealth Department of Finance.  
Keep the Department of Finance informed of developments regarding the breach.

2. Develop an implementation plan and annual operation plans that are guided by the actions in this Plan. 

3. In consultation with the Commonwealth Department of Finance and Icon Water, review and update this 
Plan every five years. 

4. In accordance with the Googong Dam Lease, review and update the Googong Foreshores Heritage 
Management Plan every five years.
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CHAPTER 2 
Background

(M JEKABSONS)
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BACKGROUND
A brief history of the area
For thousands of years, the life of Aboriginal people was directly connected with the 
ecosystems that sustained them, and the health of the people was dependent on 
the health of the Country. 

The Googong region provided reliable resources 
at certain times of the year, including Yam Daisy 
(Microseris spp.), wattle seed, fish, crayfish, Platypus 
(Ornithorhynchus anatinus), waterfowl, terrestrial 
mammals and Bogong Moths (Agrotis infusa). During 
hospitable conditions, Aboriginal people of the region 
may have used Googong Foreshores as a gathering 
place before travelling to the Brindabella Mountains 
for ceremonial purposes (ERM 2014). 

The Googong region was first explored by Europeans 
in the early 1800s. Most Aboriginal people were 
displaced from their Country between the 1820s and 
1850s, and by the 1870s Aboriginal people no longer 
occupied land in the region (Meyers 2010). During 
this period European settlers arrived, established 
farms, and cleared native vegetation from lower 
slopes to allow sheep and cattle to graze. The ensuing 
expansion and intensification of pastoralism in the 
region in the early 1900s led to large-scale clearing 
of trees, converting what were continuous tracts of 
vegetation to fragments of various sizes.  

In the 1970s, plans commenced to develop Googong 
Dam as a sustainable source of water for the growing 
ACT population (Icon Water 2020a). The construction 
of the dam was complete in 1978 and Googong 
Foreshores was opened to the public in 1979 
(Department of Territory Services 1979). The dam 
was upgraded in 1995 and again in 2010 (Icon Water 
2020a). Since opening to the public, the Foreshores 
has become a popular destination for visitation and 
low impact recreational activities.

Regional setting
Googong Foreshores comprises approximately six 
percent of the Queanbeyan River Catchment. The 
headwaters of the Queanbeyan River (104 kilometres 
in length) rise in the Gourock Range (east of Bredbo) 
and flow in a northerly direction through undulating 
country to Boolboolma Crossing (four kilometres 
north-east of Burnt School Nature Reserve). From 
here, the river traverses hilly and mountainous terrain 
and flows into Googong Reservoir (see Figure 2). 

Native forest and woodland cover approximately 
45 percent of the Queanbeyan River Catchment; 
the remaining area is now dominated by native 
and improved pastures (GHD 2007). The bedrock 
of the Queanbeyan River is primarily granite and 
metasediments are common north of Boolboolma 
Crossing (Richardson & Barron 1977). Average rainfall 
is highly variable and stream flows in the catchment 
are intermittent (GHD 2007).

Land use
Approximately 65 percent of land within the 
Queanbeyan River Catchment is held under freehold 
or leasehold title; other areas remain crown land  
(GHD 2007). Pastoralism is the primary (and historic) 
land use within this catchment (Starr 1999). In the 
upper granite plateau, cattle grazing is the most 
common land use. Other areas are grazed by both 
sheep and cattle. In recent times, nature reserves  
have been established across escarpment country  
and former pastoral holdings have been subdivided 
for residential purposes. 
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FIGURE 2. GOOGONG FORESHORES AND SURROUNDING REGION
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In the 1970s, subdivision of land for rural residential development began 
in the Burra Valley (south-west of Googong Foreshores). Construction of 
Googong Township commenced in 2011 and will continue to be developed 
over the next 20 years. The Township will cover approximately 780 hectares 
of land adjacent to the north-western boundary of Googong Foreshores and 
will comprise 6,200 dwellings and approximately 18,000 people (Googong 
Township 2019a). 

Landscape features
The escarpment that runs along the eastern side of Googong Foreshores 
is aligned with the Queanbeyan Fault, which rises to approximately 950 
metres above sea level (GHD 2007). This area is steep, rugged and relatively 
inaccessible. The narrower, western side of the Foreshores has a gentler relief, 
which rises to approximately 750 metres above sea level (GHD 2007). There 
are several distinctive geological and geomorphological features within 
Googong Foreshores, including the London Bridge Arch and fossil remnants. 

The Foreshores contains approximately 59 percent (3,000 hectares) of 
relatively intact forest and woodland, including patches of White Box-Yellow 
Box-Blakely’s Red Gum Grassy Woodland and Derived Native Grassland 
Critically Endangered Ecological Community (Critically Endangered Box-Gum 
Woodland), as listed under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC Act). The Foreshores also contains 
patches of Natural Temperate Grassland of the South Eastern Highlands 
Critically Endangered Ecological Community (Critically Endangered NTG),  
as listed under the EPBC Act. While vegetation remains relatively intact across 
the eastern escarpment, vegetation in the west and south of the Foreshores 
was subject to extensive clearing. Approximately 1,500 hectares of original 
tree cover was cleared for sheep and cattle grazing between 1857 and 1973. 

Significance of the area
Googong Reservoir is the single largest water reservoir in the ACT’s water 
supply network and is protected by Googong Foreshores. The Foreshores 
includes important natural and cultural heritage values and provides 
opportunities for education and community engagement. The area 
offers a range of low impact recreational opportunities, including fishing, 
bushwalking, picnicking, canoeing and kayaking, cycling and mountain 
biking, and learning about cultural heritage sites. The values and significance 
of Googong Foreshores, and corresponding management goals are provided 
in Table 1.

https://www.environment.gov.au/epbc
https://www.environment.gov.au/epbc
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TABLE 1. THE VALUES AND SIGNIFICANCE OF GOOGONG FORESHORES, AND CORRESPONDING 
MANAGEMENT GOALS

VALUE SIGNIFICANCE GOALS

Water resources Googong Reservoir is the single largest 
water reservoir in the ACT’s water  
supply network.

Googong Foreshores is protected from 
activities that may adversely impact 
water quality.

Natural values Googong Foreshores has important local 
and regional habitat connectivity value.

The vegetation of Googong Foreshores 
includes remnants of White Box-Yellow 
Box-Blakely’s Red Gum Grassy Woodland 
and Derived Native Grassland and 
Natural Temperate Grassland of the 
South Eastern Highlands Critically 
Endangered Ecological Communities.

Googong Foreshores provides habitat 
for a diversity of native plant and animal 
species, including five threatened plant 
and 22 threatened animal species.

Googong Foreshores is recognised 
for its range of geological and 
geomorphological features, including the 
London Bridge Arch and fossil remnants.

The natural values of Googong 
Foreshores are conserved and/or 
improved, while allowing compatible 
uses and activities.

Cultural heritage The Googong Foreshores Cultural and 
Geodiversity Heritage Areas is listed on 
the Commonwealth Heritage List. 

A variety of natural features, 
archaeological and other cultural 
sites within Googong Foreshores have 
significant Aboriginal heritage value.

The London Bridge Homestead Group 
and outbuildings within Googong 
Foreshores have significant historic 
heritage value.

The cultural heritage values of Googong 
Foreshores are conserved while allowing 
compatible uses and activities.

Traditional Custodians are engaged 
in managing the Aboriginal heritage 
values of Googong Foreshores and have 
access to Country for cultural and land 
management purposes.



VALUE SIGNIFICANCE GOALS

Visitor 
experience

Googong Foreshores offers a range  
of recreational opportunities for  
the community.

Visitor experience is enriched by a range 
of recreational opportunities that are 
compatible with the primary purpose  
of protecting a source of raw water for 
ACT and Queanbeyan communities,  
and the protection of natural values  
and cultural heritage.

Education and 
community 
engagement 

Googong Foreshores provides 
opportunities for education and 
community engagement.

Public awareness of the values and threats 
to Googong Foreshores is increased.

Community members are actively 
engaged in the management of  
Googong Foreshores.



CHAPTER 3 
Water Resources

(M JEKABSONS)



16  |  GOOGONG FORESHORE LAND AND CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT PLAN 2020 

WATER RESOURCES
GOAL

Googong Foreshores is protected from activities that may adversely impact water quality.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES

 » Land and visitor management activities mitigate:

• the risk of hydrocarbon contamination (by motorised vehicles)

• microbiological contamination (due to grazing by domestic livestock, kangaroos and pest herbivores,  
and recreational activities and associated facilities)

• increased turbidity and nutrient levels (due to loss of ground cover, soil disturbance and resuspension  
of sediments from powerboats)

• environmental contamination (from chemicals and other hazardous materials).

 » New, and upgrades to existing, infrastructure (e.g. toilet facilities) will be designed and constructed in a  
way that will not adversely impact water quality in the reservoir.

 » Icon Water are consulted regarding plans for activities that may impact water quality or result in closure  
of the Foreshores.

Googong Dam
Water for ACT and Queanbeyan communities is supplied from the Cotter River 
Catchment, Murrumbidgee River Catchment and Queanbeyan River Catchment. 

The Queanbeyan River Catchment (87,300 hectares), 
which feeds Googong Dam, is almost twice the size 
of the Cotter River Catchment (48,200 hectares) (Icon 
Water 2020b). The Queanbeyan River Catchment is 
a rural catchment and has variable water quality. 
Extensive treatment of the water from Googong 
Reservoir is required before it can be supplied as 
potable water to ACT and Queanbeyan communities 
(Icon Water 2020b). 

Googong Reservoir is the single largest reservoir in  
the ACT’s water supply network. It is approximately  
1.5 kilometres wide at its northern end (downstream, 
near the dam wall) and extends south approximately 
11 kilometres. The southern (upstream) three-
kilometre section is narrow and has a width of  
250 metres or less. Googong Dam has the capacity 

to store 119,400 million litres of water (43% of 
Canberra’s water supply) (Icon Water 2018c, 2018d).

Water resource 
management
In 2008, ACT control over Googong Foreshores 
was formalised in the Googong Dam Lease. At the 
same time, the ACT entered into the Queanbeyan 
Water Supply Agreement (a deed between the 
Commonwealth, ACT and NSW Governments) to 
supply water from Googong Dam for use in the 
(former) Queanbeyan City Local Government Area.  

The Water Act 2007 (Cwlth) (Water Act) and the 
Googong Dam Act provide the ACT, on behalf of 

https://www.agriculture.gov.au/water/policy/legislation#:~:text=Water%20Act%202007,-The%20Water%20Act&text=establishes%20a%20Commonwealth%20Environmental%20Water,where%20the%20Commonwealth%20owns%20water.
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the Commonwealth, the functions of managing, 
protecting and using the water resources of Googong 
Foreshores in a way that is consistent with the 
objects of the Water Resources Act 2007 (ACT) 
(Water Resources Act). Under both the Water Act and 
Water Resources Act, the surface water of Googong 
Foreshores is treated as if it were in the ACT. As such, 
the ACT Environment Protection Authority regulates 
water accessed and released from Googong Dam 
under the Water Resources Act. 

Icon Water has prepared the Icon Water – Googong 
Foreshores Risk Register, which identifies key risks 
to the water quality of Googong Dam from activities 
within Googong Foreshores (identified below) and 
the main actions required to control these risks (Icon 
Water 2019a). The Risk Register informs management 
actions undertaken by the PCS within the Foreshores.

Potential contaminants
MICRO-ORGANISMS 
The most common and widespread health risk 
associated with drinking water is contamination by 
pathogens contained in faeces (bacteria, viruses, 
protozoa and helminths) that are excreted by humans 
or other animals (NHMRC 2011). As it is not feasible 
to regularly monitor water bodies for all potential 
pathogens, contamination is measured using indicator 
organisms (notably Escherichia coli) (NHMRC 2011). 
While there is a need to manage potential sources 
of microorganisms within Googong Foreshores, 
contamination of reservoir waters from surrounding 
NSW is not managed by the ACT Government.

GRAZING BY DOMESTIC LIVESTOCK

Faecal contamination from sheep and cattle poses 
a high risk to water quality. Domestic livestock can 
act as reservoirs of pathogens that are transmissible 
to humans (O’Neill 1985); for example, sheep and 
cattle can carry the microorganism Cryptosporidium. 
Conventional water treatment reduces, but does not 
eliminate, Cryptosporidium (Water Futures/CRCWQT, 
2004). Faecal contamination from native macropods 
(e.g. Eastern Grey Kangaroos [Macropus giganteus] 
[kangaroo]) and other native animals, presents a lower 

risk to humans than from domestic livestock; while 
kangaroos can carry Cryptosporidium, they commonly 
carry endoparasites incapable of harming humans.

In selected areas within Googong Foreshores (away 
from the reservoir shoreline), grazing has been 
used to manage invasive plants and fire fuel in 
grasslands. Considering its potential to adversely 
impact microbiological water quality (and the natural 
and cultural heritage values of the area), grazing 
of livestock will only be considered for vegetation 
management, in consultation with Icon Water, when 
objectives cannot be achieved using other means. 
As much of Googong Foreshores is surrounded by 
pastoral land, responding to occasional sheep and 
cattle incursions is required and is a high priority.

GRAZING BY OVERABUNDANT MACROPODS 
AND PEST HERBIVORES

Overgrazing by both overabundant macropods and 
pest herbivores (e.g. the European Rabbit [Oryctolagus 
cuniculus] and Goat [Capra hircus]) can significantly 
impact native plant communities, native animal 
habitat, ecosystem processes and water quality. Some 
areas heavily grazed by macropods are associated 
with a loss of topsoil and organic material, and the 
exposure of bare ground (ACT Government 2010). 

Overgrazing may result in the introduction of 
pollutant material, such as sediment or bacteria, 
into the reservoir. While material introduced high in 
the catchment has an opportunity to settle out or 
decompose, the potential impacts of overgrazing in 
areas of grassy woodland adjacent to the main basin 
of the reservoir are of higher concern. Following 
an extreme storm in 2003, large volumes of grass 
litter, kangaroo faecal material and soil moved into 
Googong Reservoir from this area. This led to the 
introduction of material associated with parasites 
and led to increased nutrients, which contributed to 
a blue-green algae bloom the following year. Blue-
green algae blooms can influence the taste and odour 
of water and produce toxins that can be harmful to 
humans and animals (Icon Water 2019b).

https://www.legislation.act.gov.au/a/2007-19/
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RECREATIONAL ACCESS AND LOCAL URBAN 
DEVELOPMENT 

Human access to water supply reservoirs and 
catchments can increase the risk of microbiological 
contamination. Since Googong Foreshores 
was opened to the public in 1979, recreational 
opportunities have been restricted to low impact 
activities (importantly, avoiding body contact with 
water in the reservoir) and are prohibited in some 
locations (Department of the Capital Territory 1979). 

The new residential development of Googong 
Township directly adjoins the north-western 
boundary of Googong Foreshores (Biosis 2014). With 
a growing local population, both from the Township 
and neighbouring rural subdivisions, pressure from 
increased visitation to the Foreshores is likely to 
occur. The small area of Township that falls within the 
Googong Catchment is zoned to become open space. 
Development controls and a buffer zone bordering the 
Township aim to reduce potential adverse impacts on 
the quality of water within the reservoir (Biosis 2014).

TOILET FACILITIES

Toilet facilities at Googong Foreshores (including 
current facilities and possible former septic tank sites) 
are ‘minor potential sources of pathogens and excess 
nutrients that may enter the groundwater or reach 
the reservoir’ (GHD 2007, p.43). There are five possible 
former septic tank sites associated with dwellings 
that were buried or inundated as the reservoir filled. 
The exact locations of the sites are not known, and 
it is possible that septic tanks were backfilled at the 
sites where dwellings were buried (GHD 2007). Current 
facilities and possible former septic tank sites (not 
including Icon Water facilities) are described below.

Current public facilities:

 » one waterless composting toilet (Drumstick  
Point Carpark)

 » one pump-out toilet (Tin Hut) 

 » four septic tank facilities (Ranger Station*,  
London Bridge Woolshed*, Dam Wall Lookout** 
and Downstream Picnic Area**).

Current dwellings and PCS staff-only facilities:

 » three septic tank facilities (Ranger works depot*, 
Ranger and Icon Water staff residences [one tank 
serving two residences**], Chelsea Homestead**). 

Possible former septic tank sites: 

 » three former dwellings south of Chelsea 
Homestead (south-western part of the Foreshores)

 » one former dwelling at Tin Hut

 » Beltana Homestead, now underwater (between  
the Dam Wall Lookout and Drumstick Point)  
(GHD 2007). 

* There is no significant soil contamination at these sites and they  
are considered unlikely to pose a significant risk to the environment 
(GHD 2008). 

** Investigation of these septic tank sites is recommended to 
determine if they pose a risk to human health and/or the environment 
(GHD 2008).

WASTE DISPOSAL

Rubbish bins are not provided at Googong Foreshores 
and visitors are asked to take their rubbish home  
with them. This has been the policy since opening  
the Foreshores to the public in 1979 (Department  
of the Capital Territory 1979), and incorrect disposal  
of rubbish (e.g. littering) has not presented a 
significant issue.

Waste from management activities (i.e. general waste, 
recyclable products and hazardous chemicals) is 
removed from site and disposed of appropriately.

TURBIDITY AND  
SUSPENDED SOLIDS
Turbidity measures the relative clarity of water and the 
amount of material suspended in it. Suspended solids 
include organic and inorganic particles, which range 
from fine clay soil particles to coarse plant materials 
such as leaves. Turbidity is an important public health 
consideration as bacteria and nutrients are often 
attached to the surface of suspended material.

Overgrazing, management activities such as 
public and private roadworks, earthworks on rural 
properties (including rural residential), and forestry 
operations, pose the most significant risk of erosion 
and associated increased turbidity. Elevated turbidity 
levels also commonly occur after storm events and 
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can result from the resuspension of sediments in 
shallow areas following disturbance from powerboats, 
and by vehicles at roads and stream crossings. 
Increased erosion following bushfire events has the 
potential to cause significant adverse impacts on 
reservoir water quality.

Minimising ground disturbance, maintaining 
vegetation (especially ground cover), slowing overland 
flow, restricting activity in erosion-prone areas, and 
filtering runoff from bare areas (vehicle and walking 
tracks), will reduce the likelihood of increased turbidity.

EXCESS NUTRIENTS 
(PHOSPHORUS AND NITROGEN)
Nutrients are a natural component of all water 
bodies; however, increases in their supply can have 
undesirable effects, including the eutrophication of 
aquatic ecosystems. Eutrophication is the presence 
of an abnormally high quantity of plant nutrients and 
can lead to excess algal growth, including toxic algal 
blooms (ACT Government 2008). Blooms of blue-green 
algae are of particular concern as they can produce 
toxins that are harmful to people and animals (Contos 
et al. 2008). Eutrophication can also produce other 
unwanted side effects such as low dissolved oxygen 
levels (ACT Government 2008).

Potential sources of phosphorus and nitrogen to water 
bodies include:

 » soils in the catchment

 » wastewater and sewage discharges, such as  
septic tank leakage

 » fertilisers

 » defecation from waterbirds and other animals.

Nutrients are most likely to enter catchment waters 
via subsoil material from channel erosion (Starr 
et al. 1999). The development of residential areas 
neighbouring Googong Foreshores, and associated 
risk of soil runoff and erosion, increases the likelihood 
of nutrients and microorganisms entering the 
reservoir. Nutrient input to Googong Reservoir is 
therefore directly related to activities within, and 
condition of, the catchment outside of the Foreshores. 
However, controlling soil erosion and managing 
potential sources of nutrients (e.g. toilet facilities) 
within Googong Foreshores will reduce the risk of 
nutrients being transported into the reservoir.

CHEMICALS AND  
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS
A wide range of chemicals is often present in raw 
water. This includes chemicals that occur naturally 
(e.g. mineral salts) and those derived from the use 
of chemicals in the broad catchment (most likely, 
pesticides, herbicides and hydrocarbons). Chemicals 
can be introduced to a water storage by improper 
use, accidental spillage, or by an intentional act 
to sabotage the water supply. Other potentially 
hazardous materials, such as asbestos building 
materials, synthetic mineral fibres and Polychlorinated 
Biphenyls (formally and widely used as coolants and 
lubricants in electrical equipment), are generally 
derived from waste in industrial processes (GHD 2007). 
Chemicals and other hazardous materials threaten 
water quality and the health of a range of organisms 
(particularly amphibians) and can be difficult, 
or impossible, to remove by conventional water 
treatment processes. 

Historically, a range of chemicals was used within 
Googong Foreshores, including arsenic and other 
heavy metals. There are elevated concentrations of 
arsenic in soils adjacent to the historic sheep dip 
site and associated holding pens at London Bridge 
Woolshed (GHD 2007). Visitor and staff access to this 
area is prevented to avoid the risk of adverse effects 
on health. Due to their potential to contaminate 
the surrounding soil, two underground fuel tanks, 
bowsers and associated fuel lines (constructed 
between 1970 and 1980) have been removed. 
Hazardous materials are known to be present in some 
of the buildings at Googong Foreshores and may be 
present at sites where buildings were buried. These 
sites are considered unlikely to pose a significant risk 
to the environment unless disturbed (GHD 2008).

Today, chemicals are used within Googong Foreshores 
primarily for the control of invasive plants and pest 
animals. They are applied under strict controls  
(e.g. the use, handling, transport and storage of 
chemicals is in accordance with Material Safety Data 
Sheets). The prohibition of petrol-powered boats on 
the reservoir and the limited road network reduces 
the risk of hydrocarbons (i.e. fuels and oils) entering 
Googong Reservoir. 



ACTIONS

5. Manage grazing and recreation to protect water quality, as outlined in Chapter 4 and 7 respectively. 

6. Provide and appropriately maintain toilet facilities.

7.  Regularly monitor and manage septic tank sites (including investigating previously untested septic  
tank sites) to avoid potential risk to human health and/or the environment. 

8. Restrict chemical use to the minimum necessary.

9. Notify Icon Water when an incident has occurred that may lead to water contamination.



(A TATNELL)

CHAPTER 4 
Natural Values
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NATURAL VALUES
GOAL

The natural values of Googong Foreshores are conserved and/or improved, while allowing compatible 
uses and activities.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES

 » Natural values are managed in accordance with the Heritage Management Plan (ERM 2014).

 » Management aims to maintain, or improve where possible, the condition of vegetation communities and 
their role in local and regional habitat connectivity.

 » The protection of critically endangered ecological communities and threatened native plant and animal 
species is a high priority.

 » Biosecurity matters are managed in accordance with Commonwealth and NSW legislation, and guided by 
the ACT Biosecurity Strategy 2016-2026 (ACT Government 2016a).

 » Invasive plants are managed in accordance with the ACT Weeds Strategy 2009 – 2019 (ACT Government 
2009) and annual Invasive Plant Operation Plans.

 » Pest animals are managed in accordance with the ACT Pest Animal Management Strategy 2012 – 2022 
(ACT Government 2012) and annual Vertebrate Pest Operation Plans.

 » Kangaroo densities are managed in accordance with the ACT Kangaroo Management Plan (ACT 
Government 2010), NSW legislation and other relevant documents.

 » Total grazing pressure is managed to conserve the natural values of Googong Foreshores and to avoid 
adverse impacts on water quality.

 » Management actions that aim to mitigate the impact of climate change and Eucalyptus dieback are 
informed by emerging ideas and research. 

 » Where practical, cross-tenure management actions are supported.

Geodiversity
The Queanbeyan Fault, which extends approximately 
50 kilometres north from Michelago to Sutton and 
rises to 950 metres above sea level, is the most 
dominant geological feature of Googong Foreshores. 
The escarpment of the fault within the Foreshores 
defines the edge of the Cullarin Block (a geological 
formation of sandstone and shale) (ERM 2014).

The London Bridge Arch, a significant 
geomorphological feature within the Foreshores, is 
located on a meander cut-off on Burra Creek. This 
natural limestone arch contains fossils of brachiopods, 
corals, crinoids, mammals and trilobites. Several  

small caves and shafts also occur in the limestone. 
The London Bridge Arch has been visited by 
Aboriginal people for thousands of years and it has 
attracted the interest of the broader community since 
it was described by Europeans in the mid-nineteenth 
century (ERM 2014). The pioneer Mark Currie first 
described it as ‘a natural bridge of one perfect Saxon 
arch, under which the water passed’ (ACT Government 
2019a). In addition to its cultural and aesthetic values, 
London Bridge Arch is valued for its educational and 
scientific values (ERM 2014).
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Other geological features of note include Cascades 
Gorge on the Queanbeyan River, below the dam wall. 
Here, large boulders and rock faces of weathered 
granite are exposed, forming several large pools. Rock 
exposures in the Queanbeyan River (below Gelignite 
Crossing) in the south–eastern part of the Foreshores 
form several small rapids and waterfalls (ERM 2014).

Soils within Googong Foreshores vary from shallow 
skeletal soils to relatively deep podzols. The most 
common soil type is a skeletal sandy loam. These 
low nutrient soils are common across land east of 
the Queanbeyan Fault. The western area contains 
comparatively deeper soil profiles; the deepest soils 
are found in the Burra Creek valley (ERM  2014). 

Landscape and ecological connectivity
Maintaining and developing connected habitat is 
vital for the viability of plant and animal species as it 
facilitates movement of species and genetic material 
across disturbed landscapes (ERM 2014). This allows 
small populations to work as larger, more resilient 
populations. This is particularly important with a 
changing climate as many species will rely on dispersal 
to more suitable areas to persist in the future. 

Woodland and forest patches within Googong 
Foreshores have local and regional connectivity  
value and maintaining these patches is important  
to maintaining and restoring ecological function in the 

Foreshores. The Foreshores contributes to vegetation 
corridors linking the Tinderry Range, the escarpment 
east of Queanbeyan and Kowen, and north-eastern 
ACT. The conservation value of this corridor has been 
strengthened through the declaration of neighbouring 
reserves (i.e. Tinderry, Burra Creek and Cuumbeun 
Nature Reserves in NSW, and Molonglo Gorge Reserve, 
Goorooyarroo and Mulligans Flat Nature Reserves 
in the ACT) and other protected areas (i.e. National 
Parks and State Conservation Areas) (see Figure 2). 
At a broader, regional scale, Googong Foreshores 
contributes to habitat connectivity of the Great 
Eastern Ranges (from Victoria to far north Queensland) 
(Mackey et al. 2010). 

Native vegetation
A BRIEF HISTORY OF VEGETATION 
Prior to European settlement, areas of lower elevation 
within the Southern Tablelands were characterised by 
extensive areas of native tussock grasslands. Grassy 
woodlands were common on plains, low hills and 
foothills, and dry open forests dominated higher 
areas, stony ridges and rugged ranges (Keith 2004). 
During this time, Googong Foreshores was most  
likely dominated by grassy woodlands and open 
forests; grasslands were likely common in some  
lower elevation frost hollow areas (Eddy 2009). 

TRILOBITE FOSSIL (PCS LIBRARY)

LONDON BRIDGE ARCH (PCS LIBRARY)
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Vegetation communities (and associated 
biodiversity) in the region have been subject to a 
range of impacts from pastoral activities, urban and 
infrastructure development, changed fire regimes, and 
encroachment of invasive plants and pest animals 
(ACT Government 2019b). Despite the poverty of 
their soils, many dry forest areas of the Southern 
Tablelands have also been wholly or partly cleared  
for grazing (Keith 2004). These systems have also  
been subject to timber harvesting and the more 
recent impacts of increased visitation (e.g. off-road  
vehicle use). 

CURRENT DISTRIBUTION  
OF VEGETATION
The vegetation (including critically endangered 
ecological communities) within Googong Foreshores 
provides examples of ecological communities 
that were once widespread across the Southern 
Tablelands (ERM 2014). The Foreshores contains 
extensive areas of intact forest and woodland, and 
patches of grassland. Vegetation formations are 
associated with a diversity of habitats, including 
steep and rocky slopes, rocky gullies and riparian 
areas (creeks and river flats). Five threatened plant 
species have been identified (see Table 2) within the 
vegetation formations described below.

FOREST AND GRASSY WOODLAND
Open forest and grassy woodland communities are 
the most common vegetation formations within 

Googong Foreshores. They cover approximately  
72 percent of the area and include patches of Critically 
Endangered Box-Gum Woodland (ACT Government 
2020; Eddy 2009). 

FOREST

Within the Southern Tablelands, dry sclerophyll 
forest communities have been subject to various 
disturbances, including clearing, ringbarking, timber 
collection, and fire. Within Googong Foreshores, 
forests are found primarily across the rugged 
escarpment east of the reservoir and on shallow 
soils in steep areas west of the reservoir. Due to past 
disturbance, many trees are young and there are 
dense stands of eucalypt saplings. 

Forest canopies within the Foreshores are primarily 
open, and often grade into woodland. The most 
dominant canopy species are Apple Box (Eucalytpus 
bridgesiana), Scribbly Gum, (E. rossii), Brittle gum (E. 
mannifera) and Red Stringy Bark (E. machrorhyncha). 

WOODLAND 

Open and grassy woodland communities are 
distributed throughout the Foreshores. Extensive  
areas across the western Foreshores have been 
cleared and are now derived grasslands. Woodlands 
remaining in the western Foreshores are associated 
with volcanic soils. In the eastern Foreshores, 
woodlands are associated with gullies and granite 
soils. Yellow Box (E. melliodora) and Apple Box are 
common co-dominant species; other dominant 
canopy species include Red Box (E. polyanthemos) 
and Broad-leaved Peppermint (E. dives) (Eddy 2009). 

GOOGONG RESERVOIR WATERS AND SHORELINE VEGETATION (M JEKABSONS)
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Some areas of woodland meet the EPBC criteria for 
listing as Box-Gum Woodland.

Although clearing has significantly reduced its 
distribution, woodland dominated by Snow Gum  
(E. pauciflora) and Black Sallee (E. stellulata) is 
present along cold air drainage lines in broad valleys 
of the Queanbeyan River and Burra Creek. Stands of 

regrowth stems are common and the understorey 
contains a variety of grasses and herbs, including 
Tussock-grass (Poa labillardieri), Fine-leaf Tussock-
grass (P. meionectes), Prickly Starwort (Stellaria 
pungens), and Showy Violet (Viola betonicifolia). Black 
Sallee is more prevalent in the coldest areas, or where 
soil drainage is impeded (Taws unpub.).

TABLE 2. THREATENED NATIVE PLANT SPECIES OF GOOGONG FORESHORES

COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME CWLTH* NSW** ACT#

Button Wrinklewort Rutidosis leptorrhynchoides E E E

Hoary Sunray Leucochrysum albicans var. tricolor E V –

Michelago Parrot-pea Dillwynia glaucula – E –

Pale Pomaderris Pomaderris pallida V V V

Silky Swainson-pea Swainsona sericea – V P

(E=endangered, V=vulnerable, P=protected)

*Commonwealth listing under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. **Listed in NSW under the Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 2016. #Listed in the ACT under the Nature Conservation Act 2014.

GRASSLAND
Grassland occurs primarily in the western side of 
the Foreshores and along Burra Creek; it represents 
approximately 26 percent of the vegetation of 
Googong Foreshores (ACT Government 2020). 
Extensive areas of grassland in the western Foreshores 
are listed as Critically Endangered NTG or Critically 
Endangered Box-Gum Woodland derived grassland 
under the EPBC Act (Eddy 2009). 

Kangaroo Grass (Themeda triandra), which is  
less tolerant of grazing pressure than other native 
grasses, is a dominant (or co-dominant) species 
across the grasslands. Many other grassland sites  
are dominated by Wallaby Grass (Rytidosperma spp.) 
or a combination of Kangaroo and Wallaby Grass.  
The grassland areas also contain many other  
native grasses, forbs and herbs, as well as a range  
of exotic species. 

Grassy systems of the region have been subject 
to varying levels of historic land use disturbance, 
including pastoralism. Trees and shrubs were planted 

across areas of grassland (and open woodland) in 
the western Foreshores. This planting is no longer 
occurring, and survival of plantings has been low. 
Nevertheless, parts of the landscape are likely to 
change from grassland to open woodland over time 
(Eddy 2009). 

SHRUBLAND 
Shrubland communities represent less than two 
percent of the total land area of Googong Foreshores 
(ACT Government 2020); Burgan (Kunzea ericoides) 
and Black Wattle (Acacia mearnsii) are the most 
common shrub species (Taws, unpub.). Many 
shrubland areas that are dominated by Burgan 
and Tea-tree (Leptospermum spp.) are the result of 
ecological succession following disturbance to the 
tree cover. 
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RIPARIAN AND RESERVOIR 
VEGETATION
Riparian vegetation includes Cumbungi (Typha spp.), 
Common Reed (Phragmites australis), and a variety 
of sedges and rushes. During times of prolonged low 
water level, Acacia trees have established around 
exposed reservoir edges. As water levels have 
increased, trees have been submerged and many now 
stand as dead stags. 

Native animals
MAMMALS
Several mammals, including the kangaroo, Common 
Wombat (Vombatus ursinus) and Common Brushtail 
Possum (Trichosurus vulpecula) are widespread 
throughout Googong Foreshores. The Swamp Wallaby 
(Wallabia bicolor) is observed primarily in the eastern 
side of the Foreshores and the Common Wallaroo 
(Macropus robustus) has been recorded but is not 
common. Platypus occur in the Queanbeyan River 
upstream of the reservoir and in the upper reaches of 
the reservoir itself.

The Foreshores provides habitat for four threatened 
mammal species (see Table 3). Sightings of the 
Spotted-tail Quoll (Dasyurus maculatus), which is 
listed as vulnerable both in NSW and the ACT, were 
confirmed in the mid-1980s (ALA 2019). It is not known 
if this species persists in the area. Rangers have 
observed Koalas (Phascolarctos cinereus) throughout 
the southern areas of the Foreshores. The Koala is 
listed as vulnerable nationally, in NSW and in the ACT, 

and is considered an iconic species because of its 
significant social, cultural and economic (i.e. tourism) 
importance. Signs that may indicate the presence of 
Yellow-bellied Gliders (Petaurus australis) (listed as 
vulnerable in NSW) have also been noted (ERM 2014). 

Nine species of bats have been recorded at Googong 
Foreshores, including the Eastern False Pipistrelle 
(Falsistrellus tasmaniensis) and Common Bentwing-
bat (Miniopterus schreibersii), which are listed as 
vulnerable in NSW. The Common Bentwing-bat has 
been observed in the Icon Water tunnel. 

BIRDS
The diversity of vegetation formations and water 
bodies within Googong Foreshores (and nearby farm 
dams) provides habitat for many bird species. These 
include waterbirds, birds of prey, and forest and 
woodland specialists (ACT Government 2014a). The 
Googong Foreshores bird list (ACT Government 2014a) 
identifies 165 bird species recorded at the Foreshores 
between 2008 and 2014. This document also provides 
information about species identification, and other 
tips to assist with recreational bird watching. This list 
has been compiled from several sources, including 
data from the Canberra Ornithologists Group (COG). 

Googong Foreshores provides habitat for 11 
threatened bird species (see Table 3). The Swift 
Parrot (Lathamus discolor), which is listed as critically 
endangered, both nationally and in the ACT, was 
sighted at Googong Foreshores in the early 2000s (ALA 
2019). The Foreshores also provides critical seasonal 
habitat for two migratory bird species, the Latham’s 
Snipe (Gallinago hardwickii) and White-throated 

HOARY SUNRAY (E. COOK)
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Needletail (Hirundapus caudacutus). These species 
are listed as Matters of National Environmental 
Significance under the EPBC Act. The overlapping 
active territories and nest sites of the White-bellied 
Sea-eagle (Haliaeetus leucogaster) (listed as 
vulnerable in NSW) and Wedge-tail Eagle (Aquila 
audax) have provided an opportunity to undertake 
long term studies, which will improve our scientific 
understanding of competition between raptorial 
species (ERM 2014). 

REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS
Googong Foreshores provides a diversity of habitats 
for both reptiles and amphibians. Twenty-eight 
species of reptiles, including two threatened species 
(see Table 3), have been recorded within Googong 
Foreshores. The Pink-tailed Worm-lizard (Aprasia 
parapulchella) is known to occur within the north-
eastern part of the Foreshores (ALA 2019). This 
includes an area within the Googong Township 
boundary that has been designated a Pink-tailed 
Worm-lizard Conservation Area (Capital Ecology 2019). 
Management activities within this area are undertaken 
to protect the species and its habitat. 

With funding from the Googong Township and the 
NSW Government, the Molonglo Conservation Group 
(MCG) is managing an initiative to protect the Pink-
tailed Worm-lizard in the Googong Township area. 
This will include the creation and management of a 
new Pink-tailed Worm-lizard Sanctuary on the edge 
of the Township, provision of community education 
and workshops, and working with rural landholders to 
identify and protect key habitat (MCG 2020b).

A diverse suite of amphibian species, including 
two threatened species, have been recorded in the 
area (see Table 3). There is one record of the Alpine 
Tree Frog (Litoria verrauxii alpina), which is listed as 
endangered in NSW and vulnerable both nationally 
and in the ACT (ERM 2014). The Green and Golden Bell 
Frog (Litoria aurea), listed as vulnerable nationally, 
endangered in NSW and extinct in the ACT, was 
recorded in the north-western corner of Googong 
Foreshores in 1979 (ALA 2019; NSW Government 2017). 
It is unknown if this species still occurs within the 
Googong Foreshores.

FISH 
Three species of threatened fish, once abundant  
and widespread in the Murray-Darling river system, 
have been recorded within Googong Foreshores  
(see Table 3). 

Historically, the Queanbeyan River supported 
sustainable populations of Murray Cod (Maccullochella 
peelii) and Silver Perch (Bidyanus bidyanus). Prior 
to the impoundment of water for the Googong Dam 
and subsequent flooding of spawning sites above the 
dam, Macquarie Perch (Macquaria australasica) also 
occurred within the Queanbeyan River (Lintermans 
2002). In the 1980s, 66 adult Macquarie Perch were 
translocated from Googong Dam to the Queanbeyan 
River above the reservoir (Lintermans 2006). Many 
individuals were detected in the 1990s (Lintermans 
2013); however, no Macquarie Perch have been 
captured by the ACT Government or reported above 
the reservoir since 2005. It is likely that the population 
failed to persist through the millennium drought  
(M. Beitzel 2020, pers. comm.).  

As part of a recreational fish stocking program, Murray 
Cod and Silver Perch are currently being introduced 
into reservoir waters (NSW Government 2020).

PINK-TAILED WORM-LIZARD (M FRAWLEY)
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INVERTEBRATES
The Golden Sun Moth (Synemon plana), listed as 
critically endangered nationally, and endangered 
both in NSW and the ACT, has been recorded outside 
the north-west boundary of Googong Foreshores. 
Excellent habitat for this species (i.e. natural 
temperate grassland and grassy woodland dominated 
by Wallaby Grass) is found within the Foreshores.  

The Key’s Matchstick Grasshopper (Keyacris scurra) 
is a rare and unusual flightless grasshopper that is 
active during winter (NSW TSSC 2019). In the 1990s, 
the grasshopper was recorded in patches of Clustered 
Everlasting Daisy (Chrysocephalum semipapposum) 
in the south-east of Googong Foreshores (Barrer 
1997) and has been sighted recently to the south 
of Googong Foreshores (ALA 2019). This species 
is presently under consideration for listing as 
endangered, both nationally and in NSW. 

TABLE 3. THREATENED AND MIGRATORY NATIVE ANIMAL SPECIES RECORDED WITHIN  
GOOGONG FORESHORES

COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME CWLTH* NSW** ACT#

MAMMALS

Eastern False Pipistrelle Falsistrellus tasmaniensis - V -

Large Bent-winged Bat Miniopterus orianae oceanensis - V -

Koala Phascolarctos cinereus V V V

Spotted-tail Quoll Dasyurus maculatus E V V

BIRDS

Brown Treecreeper Climacteris picumnus - V V

Diamond Firetail Stagonopleura guttata - V -

Gang-gang Cockatoo Callocephalon fimbriatum - V -

Hooded Robin Melanodryas cucullata - V V

Latham’s Snipe Gallinago hardwickii Mi - -

Little Eagle Hieraaetus morphnoides - V V

Speckled Warbler Chthonicola sagittata - V -

Swift Parrot Lathamus discolor CE E CE

Varied Sittella Daphoenositta chrysoptera - V -

White-bellied Sea-eagle Haliaeetus leucogaster - V -

White-throated Needletail Hirundapus caudacutus V, Mi - -
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COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME CWLTH* NSW** ACT#

White-winged Triller Lalage sueurii - - V

REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS

Pink-tailed Worm-lizard Aprasia parapulchella V V V

Rosenberg’s Monitor Varanus rosenbergi - V -

Alpine Tree Frog Litoria verrauxii alpina V E V

Green and Golden Bell Frog Litoria aurea V E V

FISH

Macquarie Perch Macquaria australasica E E E

Murray Cod Maccullocheela peelii V - -

Silver Perch Bidyanus bidyanus CE V V

(CE= critically endangered, E=endangered, V=vulnerable, Mi=migratory)

*Listed under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. **Listed in NSW under the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016.  
#Listed in the ACT under the Nature Conservation Act 2014.

ACTIONS

10.   Identify opportunities to enhance local and regional habitat connectivity through rehabilitation activities 
and undertake such activities where possible.

11.   Implement and support projects that aim to protect endangered ecological communities, priority native 
plant species and habitat for native animals.
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Threats to natural values
DISEASE
Diseases pose a potential threat to local native species 
within Googong Foreshores (ACT Government 2016a). 
Pathogens (e.g. Phytophthora spp. and the exotic 
fungus Austropuccinia psidii) have caused disease and 
death of vegetation in the region, and parasites of fish 
and amphibian diseases (e.g. Chytridiomycosis) have 
the potential to cause mass die-off events of aquatic 
species (Australian Government 2016).

The ACT Biosecurity Strategy 2016-2026 (ACT 
Government 2016a) provides the goals, objectives 
and supporting actions for biosecurity management 
in the ACT and will guide biosecurity management 
at Googong Foreshores. The strategy is consistent 
with ACT and Commonwealth legislation and aligns 
with the NSW Biosecurity Strategy 2013-2021 (NSW 
Government 2013) and Biosecurity Act 2015 (NSW). 
Under the Act, all managers of Googong Foreshores 
are required to prevent, eliminate or minimise any 
biosecurity risks they encounter.

INVASIVE PLANTS 
The spread and infestation of invasive plants are 
threatening processes that can impact the ecological, 
cultural, agricultural, and recreational values of an 
area. Invasive plants are introduced species that 

spread across the landscape, often in very large 
numbers (Richardson et al. 2000). Invasive plants can 
change the structure and function of ecosystems (e.g. 
by altering fire regimes) and can cause a decline in 
native species (e.g. Yates & Hobbs 1997; Faithfull 2012). 
Weeds of National Significance (WONS) have been 
identified as the worst weeds in Australia due to their 
invasiveness, potential for spread, and economic and 
environmental impacts.

The presence of invasive plants in Googong Foreshores 
reflects the historic land use practices (i.e. pastoralism 
and vegetation clearing) in the region. Some species 
are prevalent in disturbed grassland and grassy 
woodland ecosystems. Several species (e.g. Blackberry 
[Rubus fruticosus species aggregate] and African 
Lovegrass [Eragrostis curvula]) have also infested 
previously undisturbed areas. In 2017, a rapid control 
program was implemented following the detection 
of the aquatic weed Parrot’s Feather (Myriophyllum 
aquaticum) in the reservoir. The risk of invasive plants 
being introduced into the reservoir is ongoing.

In addition to invasive plants, some native species 
require control if they pose a threat to biodiversity. 
The growth of Burgan, a local native species, may 
require control in some areas to retain open habitat 
for the threatened Pink-tailed Worm-lizard. Conversely, 
in highly disturbed areas, some introduced woody 
species may provide important habitat for native 
animals, particularly birds (Stagoll et al. 2010). Staged 
removal and revegetation (e.g. with fast growing native 
shrubs) may be required to maintain critical habitat 
for fauna in the absence of complex habitat structure. 

The PCS implements an annual Invasive Plants 
Operations Plan, which assigns priorities for invasive 
plant control based on assessment of the risk of 
invasiveness, impacts, potential distribution, and the 
feasibility of coordinated control. Priority is given to 
high risk species, protecting high value environmental, 
economic and social assets, and undertaking 
follow-up control to protect prior investment. A list 
of invasive plant species for priority control within 
Googong Foreshores, including WONS and emerging 
species, is provided in Table 4. 

ACT PARKS AND CONSERVATION STAFF UNDERTAKING  
WEED SPRAYING (PCS LIBRARY)

https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2015-024
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TABLE 4. INVASIVE PLANT SPECIES FOR PRIORITY CONTROL WITHIN GOOGONG FORESHORES, 
INCLUDING WONS (BOLDED) AND EMERGING SPECIES

COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME

African Lovegrass Eragrostis curvula

Blackberry (excluding permitted cultivars) Rubus fruticosus (species aggregate)

Chilean needle grass Nassella neesiana

Crack Willow Salix fragilis

Great Mullein Verbascum thapsus subsp. thapsus

Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna

Japanese honeysuckle Lonicera japonica

Parrot’s Feather Myriophyllum aquaticum

Patterson’s Curse Echium plantagineum

Pine wildings Pinus species

Scotch Thistle Onopordum acanthium

Serrated Tussock Nasella trichotoma

St John’s Wort Hypericum perforatum

Sweet Briar Rosa rubiginosa 

EMERGING SPECIES

Parrot’s Feather Myriophyllum aquaticum

Yellow Flag Iris Iris pseudacorus
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PEST ANIMALS
Pest animals are exotic species that cause 
environmental, social and economic damage 
through predation of native animals, grazing of native 
plants, competition with native animals for food and 
habitat, and/or altering the structure and function of 
ecosystems. Pest animals also contribute to the loss of 
ground cover and the spread of weeds and pathogens 
and can reduce social amenity in high use areas. 

Several herbivorous species (e.g. European Rabbit, 
Goat and Fallow Deer [Dama dama]) and predatory 
species (e.g. European Red Fox [Vulpes vulpes]) have 
been recorded within Googong Foreshores (see 
Table 5). The European Carp (Cyprinus carpio) has 
been sighted recently in the reservoir but is not yet 
established (M. Beitzel 2020, pers. comm.). Eastern 
Gambusia (Gambusia holbrooki), Redfin Perch (Perca 
fluviatilis) and Goldfish (Carassius auratu) are well 
established (see Table 5) (ACT Government 2012). 

The PCS implements an annual Vertebrate Pest 
Operations Plan, which assigns priorities for pest 
animal control based on an assessment of the risk 
of invasiveness, impacts, potential distribution, and 
the feasibility of coordinated control. As with the 
Invasive Plants Operations Plan, priority is given to 
high risk species, protecting high value environmental, 
economic and social assets, and undertaking follow-
up control to protect prior investment. Animal welfare 
is a key consideration in the effective management of 
pest animals. Control of pest animals is undertaken 

in accordance with best practice management, and 
National Model Codes of Practice and Standard 
Operating Procedures. Firearms may be used for 
management of pest animals (and kangaroos)  
in accordance with NSW legislation and ACT 
Government policy. 

The increase in domestic cats and dogs associated 
with the growing local residential population, may 
exert pressure on biodiversity within Googong 
Foreshores. The Googong Township is working to 
improve community understanding of the issue and 
is mitigating the risk to the Pink-tailed Worm-lizard by 
fencing off key habitat (Capital Ecology 2019).

TABLE 5. PEST ANIMAL SPECIES RECORDED WITHIN GOOGONG FORESHORES

COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME

Eastern Gambusia Gambusia holbrooki

European Rabbit Oryctolagus curniculus

European Red Fox Vulpes vulpes

Fallow Deer Dama dama

Feral cat Felis catus

Feral pig Sus scrofa

FERAL PIG AND TRAP (PCS LIBRARY)
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COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME

Goat Capra hircus

Goldfish Carassius auratus

Redfin Perch Perca fluviatilis

Sambar Deer Rusa unicolor

ACTIONS

12.   Undertake actions to mitigate the impact of disease on terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems as required. 

13. Undertake invasive plant and pest animal management as required.

14. Reduce the likelihood of new plant invasions by responding promptly to outbreaks and implementing 
appropriate hygiene measures.

15. Reduce the impact of pest animals by prioritising management activities that detect and efficiently 
manage emerging species and ensure rigorous follow-up control.

OVERABUNDANT KANGAROOS
Kangaroos are the most common macropod within 
Googong Foreshores (Muranyi 2000) and high 
densities are often recorded across the area. While 
grassy ecosystems evolved under the influence of 
grazing macropods, elevated densities of kangaroos 
can lead to high grazing pressure. Research illustrates 
that high grazing pressure from macropods can 
reduce plant species richness (Driscoll 2017), simplify 
grass structure, increase the proportion of short 
vegetation, and reduce regeneration and herbage 
mass (Howland et al. 2014; McIntyre et al. 2015; 
Stapleton et al. 2017; Vivian & Godfree 2014). Such 
sites are commonly associated with elevated soil loss 
and loss of nutrients (ACT Government 2010).

Grassland and grassy box-gum woodland within 
Googong Foreshores provide ideal habitat for 
kangaroos, and those woodland communities in 
the west and south-west of the Foreshores are at 
the highest risk from the impacts of overabundant 
kangaroos. Seasonal conditions and grazing pressure 
(i.e. by kangaroos and pest herbivores) influence 
vegetation cover and herbage mass of grassy 
ecosystems. Vegetation cover and herbage mass is 
central to maintaining the condition of the catchment 
and is an important consideration in managing fire risk.

KANGAROO POPULATION MANAGEMENT

In 2004, the first cull of kangaroos (800 individuals) 
was undertaken within Googong Foreshores (primarily 
in the west and south-west areas). The aim was 
to reduce grazing pressure so that in the case of 
changing conditions (i.e. a break in the drought), 
herbage mass and groundcover could recover and 
reduce the severity of erosion. Further culls were 
undertaken in 2017 and 2018 (of 1406 and 1431 
individuals respectively). 

Kangaroos are protected in NSW under the 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 (NSW), under 
which it is an offence to harm, or attempt to harm, 
a kangaroo without a licence. As such, kangaroo 
population management at Googong Foreshores is 
undertaken under the provisions of the Biodiversity 
Conservation Act, notwithstanding that kangaroo 
control activities are guided by the ACT Kangaroo 
Management Plan (ACT Government 2010). The plan 
contains specific policies for kangaroo management 
in lowland native grasslands and woodlands. 
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The Nature Conservation (Eastern Grey Kangaroo) 
Conservation Culling Calculator is a notifiable 
instrument under the Nature Conservation Act 2014 
(ACT). Although there is no legal requirement for this 
to be applied within Googong Foreshores, it is the 
ACT Government’s policy position that the number of 
kangaroos removed from the Foreshores is calculated 
according to this instrument. This ensures consistency 
with kangaroo management on other  

ACT Government-managed land and ensures 
the number of kangaroos remaining across the 
landscape is based on the best available knowledge 
and is supported by ongoing research. Kangaroo 
management (i.e. ground shooting) must comply 
with the National Code of Practice for the Humane 
Shooting of Kangaroos and Wallabies for Non-
Commercial Purposes (NRMMC 2008) and any other 
relevant animal welfare code.

ACTIONS

16.   Monitor and manage total grazing pressure to support biodiversity, including maintaining suitable 
habitat for a range of ground dwelling species. 

CLIMATE CHANGE
Over the past 60 years, Australia has experienced a 
shift in rainfall patterns, a warming climate and rising 
sea levels (Timbal et al. 2015). Across the NSW and 
ACT region, rainfall is predicted to decrease in spring 
and winter, and increase in summer and autumn. 
Changes to rainfall patterns, greater evaporation 
rates and changes in the frequency of extreme events 
(such as floods, droughts and fire) are likely to have 
secondary impacts on soil erosion and water quality 
(ACT Government 2014b; OEH 2014). Studies of stream 
flows in NSW indicate that climate change is likely to 
reduce future flows and impact future water storage 
and supply (Contos et al. 2008). 

Projected changes to the climate will likely alter the 
structure and composition of vegetation communities 
in the region and may compromise their function 
and resilience. As vegetation structure, function and 
resources change, the suitability of current habitat for 
some native animal species will also decline. These 
species will have to adapt to environmental changes, 
expand or change their range, or likely go extinct 
(Doerr et al. 2013). Native animal species most at 
risk include those with a long time to maturity, poor 
mobility, narrow ranges, specific host relationships, 
isolated and specialised species, and those with large 
home ranges (Hughes & Westoby 1994).

The effects of climate change will interact with, 
and potentially exacerbate, the impacts of other 
threatening processes, such as habitat fragmentation, 
fire, and invasive plants and pest animals. Lack of 
habitat connectivity across the landscape is likely to 
impede the successful migration and adaptation of 
native species to changed environmental conditions. 
As habitat becomes unsuitable for native species 
and disturbance events (e.g. bushfire) increase, the 
encroachment and establishment of invasive plants 
and pest animals is likely to increase and further 
compromise the resilience of ecosystems under new 
conditions (Prober et al. 2012; Steffen & Hughes 2013).

The impacts of climate change are a potential cause 
of widespread Eucalyptus dieback. Dieback refers 
to the long-term decline in the health of trees, often 
leading to their death. Common drivers of Eucalyptus 
dieback are usually fungal pathogens or high rates of 
defoliation by insects. In the ACT and broader region, 
dieback is common in a range of eucalypt species, 
including Blakely’s Red Gum (Eucalyptus blakelyi), 
Ribbon Gum (E. viminalis) and Apple Box. Recent 
modelling across the ACT indicates that dieback has 
been influenced by a range of habitat, climate and 
cohort (e.g. tree canopy density) variables (Cowood et 
al. 2018). Specifically, declining condition of lowland 
box-gum grassy woodland is associated with elevated 
maximum temperatures during the warmest month of 
the year and high rainfall in the wettest month. 
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While changes to ecosystems in response to climate change are inevitable within the Foreshores, understanding 
these changes will help in developing realistic and achievable goals, and prioritising and implementing strategies 
to maintain biodiversity. In the face of limited knowledge, habitat protection and improvement, including 
managing other threats and disturbance, will enhance the ability of local systems to adapt to changing conditions.

ACTIONS

17.   Promote resilience to the impacts of climate change by: 

• controlling or managing ecological stressors (e.g. habitat fragmentation, bushfire, and invasive plants and 
pest animals)

• protecting and enhancing habitat connectivity 

• maintaining and restoring diversity in ecological communities and considering future climate impacts in 
restoration activities.

18. Support research projects that aim to improve our understanding of the impacts of climate change and 
appropriate mitigation measures. Implement such measures where possible. 

19. Support research projects that aim to improve our understanding of the impacts of dieback and 
appropriate mitigation measures. Implement such measures where possible.
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CHAPTER 5 
Cultural 

Heritage
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CULTURAL HERITAGE
GOALS

 » The cultural heritage values of Googong Foreshores are conserved while allowing compatible uses 
and activities.

 » Traditional Custodians are engaged in managing the Aboriginal heritage values of Googong 
Foreshores and have access to Country for cultural and land management purposes.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES

 » Heritage values are protected and managed in accordance with the Googong Foreshores Heritage 
Management Plan (ERM 2014).

 » Aboriginal and historic heritage values are protected and promoted in a way that enhances community 
understanding of these values. 

 » The ongoing responsibilities of Traditional Custodians to Country is recognised and opportunities to 
maintain these connections are provided.

Cultural heritage places
In 2017, Googong Foreshores Cultural and Geodiversity Heritage Areas was listed as 
a Heritage Place on the Commonwealth Heritage List (see Appendix 4).

The place comprises the London Bridge Homestead 
Group and London Bridge Arch (see Figure 3) and is 
recognised as ‘an important heritage area because of its 
ability to demonstrate the region’s pastoral, Aboriginal, 
geological and natural history, including through its 
archaeological deposits’ (Australian Government 
2017). The Homestead Group and outbuildings are of 
mid-nineteenth century and early twentieth century 
construction and demonstrate evolution in historic 
building practices. London Bridge Arch is a remarkable 
natural feature and a sacred area. It has been proposed 
that Aboriginal people moved from the Googong 
Foreshores, via the Arch, to the Brindabella Mountains 
for ceremonial purposes (ERM 2014).

In 2014, a Heritage Management Plan (HMP) was 
developed for Googong Foreshores (ERM 2014). The 
HMP was the basis for the successful nomination of 
the Googong Foreshores Cultural and Geodiversity 
Heritage Areas and informs the management of 

cultural heritage values within Googong Foreshores. 
It defines policies and guidelines for heritage 
maintenance and restoration, site monitoring, and 
priority management activities for Aboriginal cultural 
heritage and historic cultural heritage sites. 

In the 1980s, in recognition of their heritage values, 
the London Bridge Homestead Group and the London 
Bridge Natural Arch were added to the (then statutory) 
Register of the National Estate (RNE). The RNE is 
maintained on a non-statutory basis as a publicly 
available archive and educational resource (Australian 
Government 2020).
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Aboriginal cultural 
heritage
For thousands of years, Aboriginal people relied on 
and actively managed the landscapes of the region. 
Sheltered river valleys (that were not frost hollows) 
provided year-round occupation sites (Flood 1980). 
The Googong area contains a diverse range of 
landforms, features, food sources and water that 
could have been used by large numbers of Aboriginal 
people over the Holocene period (last 10,000 years) 
(ERM 2008). River valleys and associated lowland 
grasslands and woodlands provided reliable resources 
at certain times of the year, including food, medicines, 
and materials for weapons and tools. Natural water 
springs would have been an excellent source of frogs, 
fish, yabbies, and turtles, that are not found elsewhere 
across the landscape. 

Much of the evidence of the previous occupation of 
Googong Foreshores was likely disturbed or destroyed 
by early pastoral activities and the construction 
of Googong Dam. Nevertheless, there are many 
locations, including within the Googong Township, 
that are significant to Traditional Custodians and 
the variety and quantity of archaeological sites that 
remain within the Foreshores provide some indication 
of the intensive use of this area (ERM 2014). 

Archaeological sites and sites associated with 
Dreaming stories (e.g. the London Bridge Arch) provide 
evidence of traditional Aboriginal culture and the 
ongoing connection Aboriginal people have with 
Country. During the most recent archaeological survey, 
Aboriginal sites were recorded on the western side of 
the Foreshores, including a campsite, artefact scatters, 
a scarred tree, a stone cairn (possible burial site), and 
the sacred site of London Bridge Arch (ERM 2008). 
Many sites recorded during previous surveys (between 
1975 and 1990) have since been inundated by flood 
waters. Future research into the archaeological and 
ethnographic values of Aboriginal cultural heritage 
sites within Googong Foreshores may enhance the 
understanding of historical Aboriginal economy, 
demography and society of the area (ERM 2014).

Contemporary 
Aboriginal connection 
to Country
While Traditional Custodians no longer rely on 
traditional resources found throughout the landscape 
for survival, retaining a connection to Country remains 
important in defining and maintaining cultural 
identity. For Aboriginal people, being on Country 
provides an opportunity to maintain connections 
with the spirits of the land and to uphold traditional 
responsibilities to care for Country. Caring for Country 
includes the cultural responsibility of protecting sites, 
values, stories, as well as nurturing and managing 
the land. Accessing Country for ceremonies, resource 
collection and intergenerational knowledge transfer is 
a critical part of this. 

ENGAGING THE COMMUNITY IN CULTURAL HERITAGE (PCS LIBRARY)
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The PCS will support Traditional Custodians to 
access and use the landscape in accordance with 
Aboriginal access to Country cultural guidelines 
(in development). The Murumbung Yurung Murra 
Ranger program provides peer support, mentoring 
and advocacy for Aboriginal staff within the PCS. 
Through the Murumbung Ranger program, and in 
collaboration with Traditional Custodians, the PCS 
aims to facilitate Aboriginal cultural burning practices 
to meet objectives defined by Traditional Custodians. 
Cultural burning may complement ecological and/
or hazard reduction objectives or the protection of 

culturally significant sites. By accessing Country for 
land management practices, Traditional Custodians 
are provided an opportunity to maintain connections 
to Country and access a range of resources including 
bark, medicines and other materials. 

The ACT Water Resource Plan (currently in draft) is 
being developed in consultation with Traditional 
Custodians to identify opportunities for recognising 
and strengthening the protection of cultural water 
values and uses, including at Googong Foreshores 
(ACT Government 2016b).

ACTIONS

20.   Implement relevant actions outlined in the Googong Foreshores Heritage Management Plan (ERM 2014), 
specifically those identified in the:

• Aboriginal Heritage Management Maintenance Schedule 

• General Heritage Management Action Plan 

• Indigenous Heritage Management Action Plan.

21. Engage with the Murumbung Yurung Murra Rangers and relevant Aboriginal committees and 
organisations to protect and interpret cultural heritage sites.

22. Support Traditional Custodians to meet their aspirations regarding the land management of Googong 
Foreshores, including cultural burning.

Historic cultural heritage
The London Bridge Homestead Group and the 
associated Woolshed and Shearers’ Quarters are 
located in the south-west of the Foreshores. This area 
was first settled by Europeans in 1834 and the first 
land holding was purchased in 1857. The holding 
expanded in subsequent years and by approximately 
1900 it was 4,047 hectares (one of the largest land 
holdings in the district). The property, which was 
originally stocked with cattle, was converted primarily 
to sheep grazing in the latter part of the nineteenth 
century. In 1901, over 7,000 sheep were recorded 
across the property (ERM 2014). 

The buildings of the Homestead Group have diverse 
architectural styles and building materials. There are 
remnants of a cottage constructed in 1860 from stone 
material quarried from a nearby hill. The present 
Woolshed and Shearers’ Quarters were constructed 

in the 1930s and there is a rare lever arm woolpress. 
These outbuildings and remaining relics provide an 
insight into the production of wool during this period 
(ERM 2014). A conservation strategy for the Homestead 
Group was prepared in 1995 (Freeman, Collett and 
Partners Pty Ltd 1995) and extensive conservation 
work was carried out in the 1990s.

A Hawthorn (Crataegeus monogyna) hedge, which 
is still present on three sides of the homestead, was 
described as a feature of the homestead area as early 
as 1908 (ERM 2014). Today, the Homestead Group is 
surrounded by a security fence; however, it has been 
open to the public during the Canberra and Region 
Heritage Festival and, with consideration of public 
safety and conservation of the site, may be open on 
other occasions.
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ACTIONS

23.   Implement relevant actions outlined in the Googong Foreshores Heritage Management Plan (ERM 2014), 
specifically those identified in the:

• Built Heritage Restoration and Maintenance Strategies

• London Bridge Homestead Maintenance Priorities 

• General Heritage Management Action Plan

• Historic Heritage Management Action Plan.

24. Continue to open London Bridge Homestead periodically, subject to public safety requirements and the 
conservation of the site.

SHEARERS’ QUARTERS (M JEKABSONS)
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CHAPTER 6 
Fire
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FIRE
GOAL

Fire management activities effectively reduce the risk of bushfire to life, property and the 
environment (including existing and future water supply), while protecting or enhancing natural  
and cultural heritage values.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES

 » Bushfire mitigation activities are undertaken in accordance with the:

• Strategic Bushfire Management Plan 2019-2024 (ACT Government 2019c)

• Regional Fire Management Plan 2019-2028 Googong Map Sheet (ACT Government 2019d)

• annual Bushfire Operations Plans. 

 » Bushfire mitigation activities are guided by the Ecological Guidelines for Fire, Fuel and Access 
Management Operations (ACT Government 2018a) and Aboriginal Cultural Guidelines for Fuel and Fire 
Management Operations in the ACT (ACT Government 2015).

 » Bushfire suppression activities are undertaken in accordance with the:

• Lake George Bush Fire Risk Management Plan (LGBFMC 2018). 

 » Cross border arrangements with NSW fire and emergency services agencies are maintained.

 » Icon Water are consulted when planning fire management activities.

Background
The forests of south-eastern Australia are among the 
most fire prone landscapes in the world and regional 
climate modelling has identified increased frequency 
and severity of bushfires as one of four most significant 
impacts of climate change (ACT Government 2019e). 
Longer and more severe bushfire seasons are expected 
(ACT Government 2019c).

The primary focus for fire management activities 
in Googong Foreshores is catchment protection, 
including catchment yields and water quality. Loss 
of vegetation cover can result in accelerated erosion, 
and ash and sediment inputs cause elevated turbidity 
levels in reservoir waters. Vegetation regrowth 
following fire may result in reduced water yields for 
a period in the catchment. Other considerations are 
the safety of staff and visitors, asset (including cultural 
heritage) protection, protection and/or enhancement 
of natural values, and impacts on Googong Township 
and rural neighbours.

Fire ecology
Many Australian vegetation communities have evolved 
with fire as a natural ecosystem process and fire 
is an important management tool for maintaining 
biodiversity. The frequency and intensity of fires 
influence the distribution and abundance of plants 
and animals, the successional stages characterising 
the vegetation, and the nature of the soils and 
watercourses. Fires occur as discrete events but their 
effects on the environment, ecological communities 
and component species depend upon the fire regime, 
including the history of fire events, the seasons in 
which fires occur and their properties  
(e.g. intensity) (Gill et al. 2002). 

Some species rely on specific fire regimes to regenerate 
or to maintain suitable habitat. Changes in fire regimes 
can disrupt ecological processes so that some plants 
and animals (including invasive species) are favoured 
to the detriment of others (ACT Government 2018b). 
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Frequent fires can simplify woodland ecosystems 
by limiting regeneration opportunities, eliminating 
fire-sensitive species, and damaging ground layer and 
other habitat features (e.g. tree hollows). Mid-storey 
vegetation cover can also increase in woodlands that 
are burned too frequently (Foster et al. 2017) or too 
infrequently (Wilson et al. 2018). If fire is too infrequent, 
plant species diversity may also decline (Penman et 
al. 2011). Research suggests high intensity fires can 
damage belowground systems and simplify vegetation 
structure (Foster et al. 2017).

Fire history
Before the arrival of Europeans, the fire history of 
the ACT and surrounding region (including Googong 
Foreshores) was one of occasional intense bushfires; 
ignitions were caused by lightning and Aboriginal 
burning (Banks 1982, 1989; Pryor 1939). The extent 
and frequency of traditional burning in the region is 
unknown. However, it is highly likely to have been a 
feature of lower elevation grassland, woodland and 
open forest environments, as fire was a tool used 
by Traditional Custodians to stimulate green pick 
for marsupial grazers and to promote the growth of 
favoured plant resources (Benson and Redpath 1997; 
Lunt 1997; ACT Government 2017). European arrival 
and the consequent displacement of Aboriginal 
people resulted in the cessation of regular traditional 
burning of Country. 

In 1985, bushfires burnt almost all of Googong 
Foreshores, except the area south of the junction 
of Burra Creek and the Queanbeyan River. The 
Foreshores has escaped burning in recent large-scale 
bushfires, including those that impacted the ACT and 
surrounding region in 2003, and 2019-2020. Prescribed 
burns have been undertaken at various times within 
Googong Foreshores; the largest of these were along 
the Queanbeyan River in the southern section of the 
Foreshores in 1986 and 1987. Prescribed burns were 
also undertaken in 2011, 2012, 2014, and 2015. Future 
prescribed burns are described in the Regional Fire 
Management Plan (RFMP) 2019-2028 Googong Map 
Sheet (ACT Government 2019d).

Legislative basis for  
fire management
As the Foreshores is located within NSW, the Rural 
Fires Act 1997 (NSW) (Rural Fires Act) applies. Under 
the Rural Fires Act:

 » the ACT Government (as landholder of 
Googong Foreshores) is responsible for bushfire 
management activities within the Foreshores

 » the NSW RFS has the power to coordinate fighting 
of bushfires, undertake bushfire prevention 
activities, and to protect life, property and the 
environment

 » the control of bushfires is granted to authorised 
persons under the Rural Fires Act

 » bushfire suppression activities are undertaken in 
accordance with the Lake George Bush Fire Risk 
Management Plan (LGBFMC 2018).

The primary legislation for bushfire management in 
the ACT is the Emergencies Act 2004 (Emergencies 
Act). While the Emergencies Act has no legislative 
basis in the Foreshores, the PCS manages bushfire 
risk in the Foreshores in accordance with the 
same policies, procedures and standards as those 
applied across the ACT (e.g. the Strategic Bushfire 
Management Plan (SBMP) [ACT Government 2019c], 
RFMP [ACT Government 2019d] and Bushfire 
Operational Plans [BOP]).

Managing fire
CROSS BORDER ARRANGEMENTS
The ACT Emergency Services Agency (ESA) and 
NSW fire and emergency services agencies maintain 
formal arrangements and work together to develop 
management strategies that align with the bushfire 
risk within each jurisdiction (ACT Government 2019c). 

Googong Foreshores is located within the NSW RFS 
Lake George Zone, which includes the Queanbeyan-
Palerang Regional Council area. The ESA and ACT RFS 
(including officers from the PCS) are members of the 
Lake George Bush Fire Management Committee. 
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PLANNING
Current fire planning recognises the importance of 
fire management in Googong Foreshores to protect 
reservoir water quality and the other values of the 
area, and the adjacent Googong Township and rural 
areas. Bushfire management plans and programs 
are based on a risk management framework that 
incorporates sound bushfire and environmental 
science (ACT Government 2018b). Fire planning and 
response for Googong Foreshores is carried out in 
association with the NSW RFS and with Icon Water 
and other key stakeholders.

Planned fire will continue to be an important tool in 
reducing the risk of bushfire in Googong Foreshores 
and will be undertaken in accordance with the 
Ecological Guidelines for Fuel and Fire Management 
Operations (ACT Government 2018a) and Aboriginal 
Cultural Guidelines for Fuel and Fire Management 
Operations in the ACT (ACT Government 2015).

Prescribed fire may be applied in Googong Foreshores 
to promote ecological values, such as improved 
habitat for native plants and animals, and/or to 
encourage the regeneration or germination of some 
species. Ecological burning takes into consideration 
plant and animal ecology (e.g. appropriate fire 
regimes) and is dependent on suitable weather and 
fuel conditions.

OPERATIONS
The RFMP 2019-2028 Googong Map Sheet (ACT 
Government 2019d) describes the major fire fuel 
management, fire access management and fire 
infrastructure management strategies that the PCS 
will implement within Googong Foreshores between 
2019 and 2028. The BOP (prepared annually) is drawn 
from the RFMP and details the fuel treatments (e.g. 
prescribed burning), fire trail maintenance, slashing 
and physical removal of grass fuels to be undertaken 
in Googong Foreshores in each year.

A PCS firefighting unit is currently located at the 
Foreshores for readiness and emergency response. 
The readiness of PCS fire personnel and appliances to 
respond to bushfire at Googong Foreshores is aligned 
with ACT fire readiness levels. 

As Googong Foreshores is located in the Southern 
Ranges Fire Weather Region, the Foreshores will be 
shut to the public when a Total Fire Ban is declared 
in this region and/or the ACT. Fire management at 
Googong Foreshores observes the NSW Bush Fire 
Danger Period, which may differ to the bushfire season 
declared for the ACT. The Foreshores contains a 
network of fire trails, which NSW RFS units can access 
through perimeter gates. Keys to the gates are also 
held by NSW Police and the Fire and Rescue NSW.

PSC STAFF UNDERTAKING PRESCRIBED BURNING (PCS LIBRARY)
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Key bushfire management concepts  
for Googong Foreshores
The following concepts underpin the strategies 
in the RFMP 2019-2028 Googong Map Sheet (ACT 
Government 2019d):

 » Widespread bushfires, and especially high intensity 
bushfires, would have a significant impact on  
the water quality and longer-term water yield  
of Googong Dam catchment. Minimising this risk  
is critically important.

 » Strategies to reduce the impacts on water supply 
and quality will also improve life and property 
protection and conserve biodiversity.

 » The spatial pattern of prescribed burning within 
Googong Foreshores is considered more important 
than the frequency of burning due to the priority  
to protect water quality.

 » Strategic use of prescribed fire may not stop 
bushfires, especially under extreme weather 
conditions but it may improve the effectiveness 
of bushfire control, especially under non-extreme 
weather conditions. 

 » Protection of built assets is best achieved  
through appropriate treatment of areas both 
immediately adjacent to an asset as well as within 
the broader landscape.

 » Rapid fire detection and response is required  
to reduce risk of widespread high fire intensity.

 » An effective network of access trails is required  
for minimising fire size and intensity, and ensuring 
fire fighter safety.

 » Cooperative arrangements with neighbours  
and fire authorities are fundamental to effective 
risk reduction.

ACTIONS

25.  Prohibit recreational use of wood fires and restrict the use of portable gas barbeques to designated areas.

26. Close Googong Foreshores to visitor access on Total Fire Ban days (as declared in the Southern Ranges 
Fire Weather Region and/or the ACT). 

27. Consult with Icon Water to plan and undertake fire management activities.

28. Undertake bushfire mitigation activities in accordance with appropriate ACT legislation, policies  
and guidelines.

29. Undertake bushfire suppression activities in accordance with appropriate NSW legislation, policies  
and guidelines.





ENVIRONMENT.ACT.GOV.AU  |  49

CHAPTER 7 
Visitor 

Experience

V PALMER
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VISITOR EXPERIENCE
GOAL

Visitor experience is enriched by a range of recreational opportunities that are compatible with the 
primary purpose of protecting a source of raw water for ACT and Queanbeyan communities, and the 
protection of natural values and cultural heritage.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES

 » Low impact recreational activities are encouraged.

 » Ongoing monitoring and evaluation of visitation inform management decisions.

 » If the impacts of recreational activities increase and threaten the primary purpose of Googong  
Foreshores to protect a source of raw water for ACT and Queanbeyan communities, the Foreshores  
may be closed to visitors. 

 » To mitigate the impacts of visitation on the water supply, and to protect natural and cultural heritage 
values, recreational activities are permitted, restricted or prohibited within the Recreation Management 
Zones defined in this Plan.

 » Access and facilities enhance visitor experiences by supporting existing types of recreational use and 
consider the needs of people with disabilities.

 » Visitor safety is a key consideration in managing access to Googong Foreshores. 

Encouraging visitor experience
When construction of Googong Dam commenced in 1977, a program for the staged 
introduction of recreation within the Foreshores was developed (Department of the 
Capital Territory 1979). 

The initial decision was to phase in limited, low 
impact recreational activities over time and undertake 
ongoing evaluation of the activities and their impacts. 
The Foreshores was opened to the public for the  
first time in 1979 and it now has considerable value  
to the residents of the ACT, Queanbeyan and 
surrounding region. 

Fishing is the most popular activity undertaken by 
visitors to the Foreshores. Other popular activities 
include bird watching, non-contact water-based 
activities, cycling and mountain biking, picnicking, 
swimming (below the dam wall), and walking. The 
London Bridge Arch and London Bridge Homestead 
Group also attract many visitors. Raising community 
awareness of the primary purpose of Googong 

Foreshores (i.e. to protect a source of raw water for ACT 
and Queanbeyan communities), and the importance of 
the natural and cultural heritage values of the area, is a 
key component of encouraging visitor experiences and 
supporting sustainable, low impact recreation.

The PCS has developed a Master Plan and associated 
Concept Plans for the Foreshores that identify 
opportunities to improve current visitor facilities. 
These plans will also guide a visitor communication 
strategy for the area. The Plans propose works 
that are aligned with the Foreshores’ vision, 
values, significance and management goals. A key 
consideration is the predicted increase in visitation 
with further development of Googong Township and 
neighbouring rural subdivisions.
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Monitoring and managing recreational use
With an increasing regional population, the recreational pressure on Googong Foreshores is likely to increase in 
the coming years. Managing that pressure will require sound planning, regular monitoring and ongoing evaluation, 
and mitigation of potential and/or actual impacts. 

The impacts of visitors to Googong Foreshores may be physical (e.g. contamination of water or disturbance to 
wildlife or cultural heritage places) and/or social (i.e. effects on the experience of other visitors). Visitor numbers, 
behaviours, frequency of use, and site characteristics determine the impacts and guide appropriate management 
interventions. There is no available evidence that current low impact recreational activities are negatively 
impacting water quality or other values of the Foreshores. The Googong Dam Lease requires that recreational use 
must be consistent with the type of use occurring on the land at the commencement of the lease. 

To support ongoing management of recreation at Googong Foreshores, the PCS has developed a program to 
record information about the recreational use of the Foreshores and changes in that use over time. The framework 
provides a flexible way to gather information through monitoring (e.g. visitor numbers and areas accessed) and 
visitor survey (e.g. visitor demographic, purpose for visiting, and preferred recreational activities). Results from the 
first survey were analysed and reported in 2016 (ACT Government 2016c). 

If the impacts of recreational activities threaten the Foreshores’ primary purpose to protect a source of raw water 
for ACT and Queanbeyan communities, the Foreshores may be closed to visitors. 

Recreation 
Management Zones
Recreation Management Zones (see Table 6) define 
access, permitted types of use, and the associated 
facilities and management requirements (see  
Table 7 and Figure 3) across Googong Foreshores. 

In developing the Management Zones, specific 
consideration was given to:

 » the protection of water supply

 » suitability for specific activities

 » avoiding conflict between users with  
different interests

 » specific actions required for the protection  
of natural values (e.g. habitat for threatened 
species) and cultural heritage

 » access (for both routine and emergency purposes)

 » cost of installing and maintaining facilities.

FISHING AT DRUMSTICK POINT (A. TATNELL)
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TABLE 6. RECREATION MANAGEMENT ZONES WITHIN GOOGONG FORESHORES

ZONE 1: SERVICED RECREATION

Zone 1 has the most accessible recreation opportunities within Googong Foreshores. Visitor facilities include 
picnic areas, barbecues, walking tracks, scenic lookouts and toilets. Much of this zone is highly modified 
former pastoral country.

Southern entry into Googong Foreshores is in this zone; from this entrance visitors can access London Bridge 
Carpark and Tin Hut via vehicle. Heritage sites in the Googong Foreshores Cultural and Geodiversity Area that 
are not accessible via vehicle are accessible via short walking tracks from the London Bridge Carpark. The 
southern section includes parts of Burra Creek and the Queanbeyan River upstream of Googong Reservoir 
and includes the hand launch area for small watercraft.

The northern section of this zone (accessible via the northern entry into the Foreshores) includes the 
Queanbeyan River downstream of the dam wall. The Dam Wall Lookout and swimming areas at the Cascades 
and Downstream Picnic Area are popular places to visit.

ZONE 2: LOW IMPACT RECREATION

Zone 2 includes most of Googong Reservoir, the eastern Foreshores and a large part of the western Foreshores. 
Visitor facilities are only provided in the north-west of this zone and include a picnic area and toilets. 

Northern entry into the Foreshores is in this zone. Visitors can access the Ranger Station, Drumstick Point and 
boat ramp via vehicle from this entrance. There is no vehicle access to the eastern Foreshores.

This zone has significant biodiversity values, including threatened species habitat, and has local and regional 
habitat connectivity value. The western areas of this zone are primarily former pastoral country but include 
remnants of Critically Endangered NTG and Critically Endangered Box-Gum Woodland. Most of the eastern 
side of this zone is steep and rugged, and the dominant vegetation is dry sclerophyll forest.

ZONE 3: ACCESS PROHIBITED

The sole purpose of Zone 3 is to protect water quality. Public access is prohibited.

This zone contains Icon Water infrastructure (e.g. dam wall, intake tower and Googong Water Treatment 
Plant). Shoreline access (e.g. for landing boats or fishing) is prohibited in this zone to mitigate the risk of 
polluting the water close to the intake tower. Prohibition of watercraft access beyond the buoy line also 
protects visitors from physical hazards associated with dam infrastructure.
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FIGURE 3. RECREATION MANAGEMENT ZONES
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TABLE 7. RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES PERMITTED, PROHIBITED OR NOT APPLICABLE WITHIN EACH 
RECREATION MANAGEMENT ZONE

RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES ZONE 1: 
SERVICED 

RECREATION 

ZONE 2: 
LOW IMPACT 
RECREATION 

ZONE 3: 
ACCESS 

PROHIBITED 

Bird watching and other natural heritage experiences Y Y N

Boating (electric-powered boats only) - Y N

Canoeing, kayaking and other non-contact  
water-based activities

- Y N

Cultural heritage experiences Y - -

Cycling and mountain biking Y Y N

Fishing Y Y N

Picnicking (not encouraged in Zone 2 as no  
facilities exist)

Y Y N

Swimming (below the dam wall only) Y* N N

Walking Y Y N

(Y= permitted, N=prohibited, - =Not applicable)

*Swimming is prohibited in Googong Reservoir, and in Queanbeyan River and Burra Creek upstream of the reservoir.

Permitted recreational activities
BIRD WATCHING

Googong Foreshores provides a range of habitats for 
birds, including waterbirds and raptors. A bird-hide 
with displays, two bird hide screens, seats and a loop 
walk facilitate bird watching in the Tin Hut Dam area. 
The Googong Foreshores bird list (ACT Government 
2014a) provides detailed information on bird watching 
at Googong Foreshores, including key locations, 
techniques and species.

BOATING (ELECTRIC-POWERED 
BOATS ONLY)

Under Transport for NSW (TfNSW) regulations, boats 
with electric-powered motors may be used for 

recreation on Googong Reservoir. A permit from the 
ACT Government is required and additional conditions 
may apply. Visitors should seek detailed advice from 
TfNSW prior to undertaking boating activities on 
Googong Reservoir. Electric-powered boats can only 
be launched from the boat ramp at Drumstick Point. 

Recreational use of petrol-powered motors is 
prohibited on Googong Reservoir as they pose a risk 
to water quality, particularly through the introduction 
of hydrocarbons and increases in turbidity through 
wash and propeller agitation. Electric-powered boats 
that have fuel lines and fixed fuel tanks or containers 
may be used on the reservoir provided the petrol-
powered motor is hooded and operators ensure the 
fuel fittings are secure and do not leak fuel.
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NSW Water Police and Boating Safety Officers regularly 
patrol Googong Foreshores to ensure compliance 
with NSW regulations. There is no water rescue service 
operating within Googong Foreshores.

CANOEING, KAYAKING AND 
OTHER NON-CONTACT, WATER-
BASED ACTIVITIES
Non-motorised watercraft such as canoes, kayaks, 
rowing boats and sailing boats are permitted on 
Googong Reservoir. Use of these watercraft may be 
governed by TfNSW regulations and visitors should 
seek detailed advice from TfNSW prior to undertaking 
any water-based activities on Googong Reservoir. 
A permit from the ACT Government is not required 
to operate non-motorised watercraft on Googong 
Reservoir. Non-motorised watercraft can be launched 

from the boat ramp located at Drumstick Point or 
from the hand launch area near Tin Hut carpark in the 
southern section of the Foreshores.

To reduce the risk of microbiological contamination 
of the reservoir, water-based activities are prohibited 
if there is a high risk of the user coming into contact 
with the water. This includes windsurfing, surf skiing, 
wakeboarding, water skiing and paddle boarding. 

CULTURAL HERITAGE 
EXPERIENCES 
The Googong Foreshores Cultural and Geodiversity 
Heritage Areas is located in the southern section of 
Googong Foreshores and is a popular destination 
for visitors. The Woolshed, Shearers’ Quarters and 
remnant large woodland trees at the London Bridge 
Carpark provide an attractive picnic area. The London 
Bridge Homestead Group is surrounded by a security 
fence but may be opened on occasion, and with 
consideration of public safety and conservation  
of the site.

CYCLING AND MOUNTAIN BIKING
Cycling and mountain biking are increasingly popular 
activities at Googong Foreshores. Bicycles are 
restricted to formed roads and vehicle tracks; they 
are not permitted on walking tracks. The Western 
Foreshores Walk/Ride from Drumstick Point Carpark to 
the Tin Hut Carpark, and the Queanbeyan River Loop 
Ride (in the south-eastern part of the Foreshores) are 
ideal for bike riding (see ACT Government 2019f).

TIN HUT DAM (C. SCHOFIELD)

BOATING ON GOOGONG FORESHORES (PCS LIBRARY)
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FISHING
Fishing is the most popular recreational activity at 
Googong Foreshores. The Foreshores is open to 
fishing year-round; however, fishing for some species 
is prohibited during closed seasons. NSW recreational 
fishing regulations apply and a NSW fishing licence 
is required. Information on fishing regulations is 
provided to visitors at the Ranger Station, on signage, 
through interpretive activities, and in brochures and 
online content. This includes information regarding 
permitted bait, bag limits, closed seasons, and 
threatened species. Visitors should seek further 
detailed advice from the NSW Department of Primary 
Industries (DPI) prior to fishing within the Foreshores. 

As part of a recreational fish stocking program that 
commenced in 1980, Rainbow Trout (Oncorhynchus 
mykiss), Brown Trout (Salmo trutta), Murray Cod, Silver 
Perch and Golden Perch (Macquaria ambigua) have 
been introduced into the reservoir (Lintermans 2002). 
The introduction of Brown Trout was discontinued 
in 1997 due to potential impacts on native species. 
The DPI continues to stock these other species for 
recreational fishing purposes (NSW Government 
2020). Although taking Silver Perch from rivers and 
streams within NSW is prohibited, it is legal for fishers 
to catch and keep the species from private dams and 
stocked impoundments, such as Googong Dam (NSW 
Government 2018). 

PICNICKING
Picnicking is a popular activity at Googong 
Foreshores. Picnic, toilet and gas barbeque facilities 
are available at the Downstream Picnic Area and 
Drumstick Point Carpark (in the northern section of 
the Foreshores), and at the Woolshed and Tin Hut 
(in the southern section). Portable gas barbeques 
can only be used on gravel pads (at gas barbeque 
areas and at the Drumstick Point Carpark); woodfire 
barbeques are not permitted. 

SWIMMING
Swimming is prohibited in Googong Reservoir, and in 
Queanbeyan River and Burra Creek upstream of the 
reservoir. Within the Googong Foreshores, swimming 
is only permitted in the Queanbeyan River below 

the dam wall; swimming sites are accessible at the 
Cascades and Downstream Picnic Area. The potential 
risks associated with swimming (e.g. hypothermia, 
injury and drowning) must be carefully considered  
by visitors. 

WALKING
There are five short walks that are popular within 
Googong Foreshores: London Bridge Walk, Black 
Wallaby Loop Track, Cascades Walk, Shoreline Walk, 
and the Dhurrawarri Buranya Walk. Longer and more 
difficult tracks include the Queanbeyan River Walk, 
Bradleys Creek Walk, Western Foreshores Walk/Ride, 
and the Queanbeyan River Loop Walk/Ride (see ACT 
Government 2019f). Toilet facilities are provided at the 
main trail heads in the northern and southern sections 
of Googong Foreshores and there is a walking register 
located at London Bridge Shearers’ Quarters. 

Other activities
PROHIBITED RECREATIONAL 
ACTIVITIES
Due to their potential to adversely impact water 
quality, several recreational activities are prohibited 
throughout Googong Foreshores. The following list 
provides examples of prohibited activities:

 » boating with petrol-powered boats

 » bringing pets (e.g. dogs or cats [assistance animals 
are permitted])

 » camping

 » use of drones

 » horse riding

 » trailbike riding and off-road driving

 » water-based activities that present a high risk of 
the user coming into contact with the reservoir 
water (e.g. windsurfing, wakeboarding, waterskiing 
and paddle boarding).

The use of drones, also known as unmanned aerial 
vehicles or remotely piloted aircraft, for recreational 
and commercial purposes has increased rapidly in 
recent years and is expected to continue increasing 
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into the future. While the PCS recognises that drones can be useful for search and rescue, event photography, 
management activities and scientific research, their recreational use can adversely affect wildlife and impact on 
the experience of visitors to the Foreshores. Drones can also represent a serious risk to park operations such as fire 
management. In consideration of these risks, the recreational use of drones, including taking off and landing, is 
not permitted within Googong Foreshores. 

COMMERCIAL OPERATIONS, EVENTS AND OTHER GROUP ACTIVITIES
On occasion, approval may be sought by commercial operators, event organisers and other groups to undertake 
recreational activities within Googong Foreshores. Applications must be in writing to the PCS and consideration 
will be given to the recreational guidelines in this Plan and the provisions outlined in the Googong Dam Lease. 
Approval may be granted at the discretion of the PCS (and in consultation with Icon Water, as required) and may 
be subject to specific conditions.

Googong Foreshores may be used for training purposes by state, territory and Commonwealth agencies  
(e.g. emergency services, Australian Defence Force and Australian Federal Police) under arrangement with the  
PCS (and Icon Water, as required).

ACTIONS

30.  Manage recreational use of Googong Foreshores according to the Guiding Principles defined in this Plan 
and the Googong Dam Lease.

31. Provide information regarding permitted, restricted and prohibited recreational activities to visitors:

• onsite at the Ranger Station

• on directional and interpretive signage

• in online content and brochures.

(Links to external authorities should be provided where relevant, e.g. TfNSW [re. boating] and NSW DPI  
[re. fishing]).

32. Undertake relevant and targeted visitor education activities.

33. Support relevant authorities to undertake regulatory activities. 

34. Continue to develop and implement monitoring and visitor surveys to better understand recreational 
use within the Foreshores and to inform the review of this Plan and the Googong Foreshores Heritage 
Management Plan. 

35. Collaborate with Icon Water and Googong Township on initiatives that support effective monitoring and 
management of recreational use.

Access and facilities
Googong Foreshores is open for day use only; daily opening hours are displayed at the entry gates and are 
available online. Members of the public are not permitted within the Foreshores when the entry gates are closed, 
even if on foot. There is no entry fee to the Foreshores and no change to this policy is proposed.

On occasion, the Foreshores may be closed to public access during usual opening hours to undertake specific 
management activities and/or for visitor safety. These closure times may be available on signage at the entry gates 
and around the Foreshores’ perimeter, and/or published online.
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FIGURE 4. GOOGONG FORESHORES RECREATION FACILITIES AND PLACES OF INTEREST
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The PCS (and other ACT Government) officers may direct a person to leave Googong Foreshores. This includes 
a member of the public entering or remaining within Googong Foreshores outside of designated daily opening 
times, or other times it is closed to public. Trespassers may be liable to penalties under the Inclosed Lands 
Protection Act 1901 (NSW). 

A range of facilities enhance the experience and maintain the safety of visitors to Googong Foreshores. These 
facilities include picnic and barbeque areas, toilets, a bird-hide and bird hide screens, cycling and walking tracks, 
and a sealed boat ramp and watercraft hand launch area (see Figure 3). Rubbish bins are not provided and visitors 
are expected to take their rubbish with them. Limited facilities specific to the needs of those with disabilities, are 
also available. 

ACTIONS

36.  Restrict visitor access to daytime hours and maintain and/or develop visitor access and facilities that 
support the existing types of recreational use. 

37. Maintain and/or develop visitor access and facilities that consider the needs of people with disability. 

38. Maintain all facilities to a high standard for safety and amenity, including heritage sites, tracks and trails, 
and boat access points.

Visitor safety
The PCS aims to provide a safe and enjoyable experience for visitors to Googong Foreshores. The Foreshores 
is generally a safe place to visit; however, accidents and incidents can occur in natural settings and managers 
cannot take responsibility for visitors’ safety. The duty of park managers is to identify foreseeable risks and to 
take reasonable steps to avoid or reduce them, particularly for people who may not have the skills, knowledge or 
experience to recognise a risk or its magnitude. Actions include maintaining informative and directional signage, 
prohibiting access to specific areas, maintenance or reconstruction work, and visitor education.

The most significant risks at Googong Foreshores are those associated with water-based activities. As there is 
no water rescue service, it is important that visitors plan for the worst conditions and are properly equipped. 
Information on boating safety is provided in the Googong Foreshores map and guide (ACT Government 2019f) 
(available at the Ranger Station and online), on signage and on the ACT Government website. Detailed information 
on NSW boating rules and safety can be found on the TfNSW website. 

ACTIONS

39. Exclude access to potentially unsafe areas (e.g. former sheep dip site).

40. Effectively communicate safety information with visitors, including:

• emergency contact phone numbers

• potential hazards when swimming (e.g. changing temperature and flow of water below the dam wall)

• prohibited activities (e.g. jumping and diving from Cascades Falls)

• swimming and boating at own risk.
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CHAPTER 8 
Education and 

Community 
Engagement
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EDUCATION AND 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

GOALS

 » Public awareness of the values and threats to Googong Foreshores is increased.

 » Community members are actively engaged in the management of Googong Foreshores.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES

 » Educational activities that enhance knowledge and understanding of Googong Foreshores primary 
purpose are encouraged.

 » Education and community engagement activities raise public awareness of the values of Googong 
Foreshores and foster involvement in their protection from current and emerging threats.

Education
Educating visitors about the natural and cultural heritage features of Googong 
Foreshores can enrich their experiences, increase their appreciation of the area’s 
values, and encourage appropriate, low impact behaviour. 

Raising community awareness about the Foreshores’ 
primary purpose to protect a source of raw water for 
ACT and Queanbeyan communities, and how visitor 
behaviour may impact this, is the highest priority. 

The PCS engages with the community through 
the provision of online and hardcopy resources 
(e.g. Googong Foreshores map and guide [ACT 

Government 2019f] and Googong Foreshores bird list 
[ACT Government 2014a]), signage throughout the 
Foreshores, and importantly, through engagement 
with Rangers at the Foreshores. Rangers provide 
visitors with information and advice on the many 
values of Googong Foreshores and opportunities  
for appropriate recreation.

ENGAGING WITH CULTURAL HERITAGE (PCS LIBRARY)
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Icon Water has developed educational material about 
Googong Dam and the Queanbeyan River Catchment, 
including information about their significance as 
part of the Canberra water supply network and the 
importance of water quality. Icon Water provides an 
online education program covering topics on the ACT 
water and sewerage network, water and sewerage 
systems, the natural water cycle, sustainability and 
the environment, and information about its current 
projects (Icon Water 2019c). As part of the community 
education program, representatives from Icon Water  
visit schools to deliver tailored education sessions and 
presentations (Icon Water 2019c).

Googong Township provides new residents with 
information about the biodiversity and cultural 
heritage values of Googong Foreshores. Importantly, 
residents are informed of Googong Foreshores’ 
primary purpose, and the importance of maintaining 
the water quality within the reservoir (Googong 
Township 2019b). The Township encourages residents 
to take steps at home, such as keeping pet cats inside, 
and preventing aquarium and pond plants or animals 
from entering waterways, to protect the natural values 
of the Foreshores (Googong Township 2019b).

Community engagement
Providing and supporting opportunities for the community to participate 
in activities associated with Googong Foreshores is likely to further promote 
community stewardship over the area. 

The PCS has provided visitors to the Foreshores  
with activities to engage in the natural and cultural 
heritage values of the area. Rangers have held open 
days at the London Bridge Homestead Group as part 
of the Canberra and Region Heritage Festival, and 
have, on other occasions led interpretive guided 
activities for visitors to experience local wildlife and 
other values of the area (e.g. the London Bridge Arch 
and Googong Reservoir).

A range of volunteer community groups undertake 
catchment and other environmental management 
activities in the Googong Foreshores area. The 
Molonglo Conservation Group is the coordinator 
of Landcare and Park Care groups in the Molonglo 
and Queanbeyan River catchments of southern 
NSW and the ACT. Groups undertake community 
engagement, and activities targeted at sustainable 
land management issues, ecological connectivity 
and waterway health. Initiatives encouraging rural 
landholders to engage in Aboriginal cultural land 
management, and sustainable and productive rural 
practice, are also supported (MCG 2020a).

To protect the water quality of Googong Reservoir, 
Icon Water works with catchment groups to manage 
turbidity and suspended solids outside of Googong 
Foreshores. The Googong Dam Catchment Actions for 
Clean Water Plan provides detailed information about 
the sources (and significance of) sediment entering 
the Queanbeyan River and Burra Creek, upstream of 
the Googong Dam (Alluvium 2018). This document 
assists local catchment management groups to 
prioritise catchment protection activities.

CONNECTING WITH RESIDENTS  
OF GOOGONG TOWNSHIP  
As pressure from the local population grows, 
connecting with residents of Googong Township 
is increasingly important. Googong Township has 
established a Googong Landcare group, which 
engages residents through planting days and 
cultural tours (Googong Township 2019b). Providing 
opportunities for people of all ages to learn from and 
be inspired by the natural values of the Googong 
area plays an important role in creating lifelong 
connections between people and nature. 



Icon Water runs a Googong Dam and Foreshores 
community engagement program, which includes 
tours of the Googong Water Treatment Plant. Tours 
focus on the significant role of Googong Dam in 
supplying water to the ACT, Queanbeyan and Googong 
Township, how to protect water quality, and the 
low impact recreational activities permitted within 
Googong Foreshores. Tours are open to residents of 

Googong Township, ACT and Queanbeyan-Palerang, 
and can be arranged for students, communities and 
industry delegates (Icon Water 2020d).

CITIZEN SCIENCE
Citizen science programs carried out by organisations 
such as Frogwatch, Waterwatch, Vegwatch, Australian 
Native Plants Society and COG, are effective ways 
of gaining new information and raising community 
awareness of the natural values of Googong 
Foreshores. Information, such as that provided by 
COG, is available to the community and visitors  
to Googong Foreshores through educational  
materials (e.g. the Googong Foreshores bird list  
[ACT Government 2014a]). 

Canberra Nature Map (NatureMapr), which covers 
Googong Foreshores, is an online citizen science 
platform and mobile device application developed 
and maintained by volunteers and the ACT 
Government. The platform allows anyone to report 
sightings of plants and animals, and engages citizen 
scientists, naturalist groups and the public alike. It 
provides the community with access to more than  
1 million records of over 4,500 local species and  
more than 250,000 wildlife images.

ACTIONS

41. Develop and maintain appropriate interpretive signage and other educational materials. 

42. Develop current and new partnerships with organisations (e.g. Icon Water and Googong Township)  
and stakeholder groups to plan and deliver community education, land management and  
conservation activities. 

43. Support relevant community groups to plan and implement citizen science projects that will assist 
management of Googong Foreshores.

EXAMINING LIFE IN A WOODLAND (PCS LIBRARY)



(M JEKABSONS)
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APPENDIX 1 — COLLATED ACTIONS
ACTIONS

INTRODUCTION

1.  Report any material breach of this Plan or the Googong Heritage Management Plan, or any law in relation 
to Googong Foreshores of which the ACT becomes aware, to the Commonwealth Department of Finance. 
Keep the Department of Finance informed of developments regarding the breach.

2. Develop an implementation plan and annual operation plans that are guided by the actions in this Plan. 

3.  In consultation with the Commonwealth Government and Icon Water, review and update this Plan every 
five years.

4.  In accordance with the Googong Dam Lease, review and update the Googong Foreshores Heritage 
Management Plan every five years.

WATER RESOURCES

5. Manage grazing and recreation to protect water quality, as outlined in Chapter 4 and 7 respectively. 

6. Provide and appropriately maintain toilet facilities. 

7.  Regularly monitor and manage septic tank sites (including investigating previously untested septic tank 
sites) to avoid potential risk to human health and/or the environment.

8. Restrict chemical use to the minimum necessary.

9. Notify Icon Water when an incident has occurred that may lead to water contamination.

NATURAL VALUES

10.  Identify opportunities to enhance local and regional habitat connectivity through rehabilitation activities 
and undertake such activities where possible.

11.  Implement and support projects that aim to protect endangered ecological communities, priority native 
plant species and habitat for native animals.

DISEASE, INVASIVE PLANTS AND PEST ANIMALS

12. Undertake actions to mitigate the impact of disease on terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems as required. 

13. Undertake invasive plant and pest animal management as required.

14.  Reduce the likelihood of new plant invasions by responding promptly to outbreaks and implementing 
appropriate hygiene measures.

15.  Reduce the impact of pest animals by prioritising management activities that detect and efficiently 
manage emerging species and ensure rigorous follow-up control.
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ACTIONS

OVERABUNDANT KANGAROOS

16.  Monitor and manage total grazing pressure to support biodiversity, including maintaining suitable habitat 
for a range of ground dwelling species.

CLIMATE CHANGE

17. Promote resilience to the impacts of climate change by: 

• controlling or managing ecological stressors (e.g. habitat fragmentation, bushfire, and invasive plants  
and pest animals)

• protecting and enhancing habitat connectivity 

• maintaining and restoring diversity in ecological communities and considering future climate impacts  
in restoration activities.

18.  Support research projects that aim to improve our understanding of the impacts of climate change  
and appropriate mitigation measures. Implement such measures where possible. 

19.  Support research projects that aim to improve our understanding of the impacts of dieback and 
appropriate mitigation measures. Implement such measures where possible.

ABORIGINAL CULTURAL HERITAGE

20.  Implement relevant actions outlined in the Googong Foreshores Heritage Management Plan (ERM 2014), 
specifically those identified in the:

• Aboriginal Heritage Management Maintenance Schedule 

• General Heritage Management Action Plan 

• Indigenous Heritage Management Action Plan.

21.  Engage with the Murumbung Yurung Murra Rangers and relevant Aboriginal committees and 
organisations to protect and interpret cultural heritage sites.

22.  Support Traditional Custodians to meet their aspirations regarding the land management of Googong 
Foreshores, including cultural burning.

HISTORIC CULTURAL HERITAGE

23.  Implement relevant actions outlined in the Googong Foreshores Heritage Management Plan (ERM 2014), 
specifically those identified in the:

• Built Heritage Restoration and Maintenance Strategies

• London Bridge Homestead Maintenance Priorities 

• General Heritage Management Action Plan

• Historic Heritage Management Action Plan.

24.  Continue to open London Bridge Homestead periodically, subject to public safety requirements and the 
conservation of the site.
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ACTIONS

FIRE

25. Prohibit recreational use of wood fires and restrict the use of portable gas barbeques to designated areas.

26.  Close Googong Foreshores to visitor access on Total Fire Ban days (as declared in the Southern Ranges 
Fire Weather Region and/or the ACT). 

27. Consult with Icon Water to plan and undertake fire management activities.

28.  Undertake bushfire mitigation activities in accordance with appropriate ACT legislation, policies  
and guidelines.

29.  Undertake bushfire suppression activities in accordance with appropriate NSW legislation, policies  
and guidelines.

MONITORING AND MANAGING RECREATIONAL USE

30.  Manage recreational use of Googong Foreshores according to the Guiding Principles defined in this Plan 
and the Googong Dam Lease.

31. Provide information regarding permitted, restricted and prohibited recreational activities to visitors:

• onsite at the Ranger Station

• on directional and interpretive signage

• in online content and brochures. 

(Links to external authorities should be provided where relevant, e.g. TfNSW [re. boating] and NSW DPI  
[re. fishing]).

32. Undertake relevant and targeted visitor education activities.

33. Support relevant authorities to undertake regulatory activities. 

34.  Continue to develop and implement annual monitoring and visitor surveys to better understand 
recreational use within the Foreshores and to inform the review of this Plan and the Googong Heritage 
Management Plan.

35.  Collaborate with Icon Water and Googong Township on initiatives that support effective monitoring and 
management of recreational use.

ACCESS AND FACILITIES

36.  Restrict visitor access to daytime hours and maintain and/or develop visitor access and facilities that 
support the existing types of recreational use. 

37. Maintain and/or develop visitor access and facilities that consider the needs of people with disability. 

38.  Maintain all facilities to a high standard for safety and amenity, including heritage sites, tracks and trails, 
and boat access points.
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ACTIONS

VISITOR SAFETY

39. Exclude access to potentially unsafe areas (e.g. former sheep dip site).

40. Effectively communicate safety information with visitors, including:

• emergency contact phone numbers

• potential hazards when swimming (e.g. changing temperature and flow of water below the dam wall)

• prohibited activities (e.g. jumping and diving from Cascades Falls)

• swimming and boating at own risk.

EDUCATION AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

41. Develop and maintain appropriate interpretive signage and other educational materials. 

42.  Develop current and new partnerships with organisations (e.g. Icon Water and Googong Township)  
and stakeholder groups to plan and deliver community education, land management and  
conservation activities. 

43.  Support relevant community groups to plan and implement citizen science projects that will assist 
management of Googong Foreshores.
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APPENDIX 2  — PRIMARY COMMONWEALTH, 
NSW AND ACT LEGISLATION APPLICABLE TO 
GOOGONG FORESHORES

COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATION

Canberra Water Supply (Googong Dam) Act 1974 Relates to the construction of the Googong Dam 
and the supply of water from the dam for use in 
the Australian Capital Territory, and the purposes 
connected therewith. 

Commonwealth Places (Application of Laws)  
Act 1970

Relates to the application and administration of 
laws in places acquired by the Commonwealth for 
public purposes.

Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 

The Australian Government’s key piece of 
environmental legislation that provides a legal 
framework to protect and manage nationally and 
internationally important flora, fauna, ecological 
communities and heritage places, especially 
matters of national significance. 

Seat of Government Acceptance Act 1909 Relates to the acceptance of land surrendered by 
NSW for the Commonwealth Government and 
outlines the rights of New South Wales to use 
and control the waters of the Queanbeyan and 
Molonglo Rivers (and their tributaries) are subject 
and secondary to the use and requirements of the 
Commonwealth Government.

Water Act 2007 A legislative framework to ensure Australia’s largest 
water resource (i.e. the Murray-Darling Basin) is 
managed in the national interest.
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NSW LEGISLATION

Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 Objects are to maintain a healthy, productive and 
resilient environment for the greatest well-being of 
the community, now and into the future, consistent 
with the principles of ecological sustainable 
development.

Biosecurity Act 2015 Provides for the prevention, elimination, 
minimisation and management of biosecurity risks 
and other purposes.

Companion Animals Act 1998 Provides for the effective and responsible care and 
management of companion animals.

Disability Discrimination Act 1992 Objects are to eliminate, as far as possible, 
discrimination against persons on the ground 
of disability. It Includes a definition of assistant 
animal.  

Fisheries Management Act 1994 Objects are to conserve, develop and share the 
fishery resources of NSW for the benefit of present 
and future generations.

Googong Dam Catchment Area Act 1975 Following the passage of the Canberra Water 
Supply (Googong Dam) Act 1974 (Cwlth), NSW 
enacted this to provide for the declaration of a 
catchment area for the dam and for the regulations 
of activities within the area.

Inclosed Lands Protection Act 1901 Relates to the protection of inclosed lands from 
intrusion and trespass.

Marine Safety Act 1998 Objects are:

a)   to ensure the safe operation of vessels in ports 
and other waterways,

b)   to promote the responsible operation of vessels 
in those waters so as to protect the safety and 
amenity of other users of those waters and the 
amenity of occupiers of adjoining land,

b1)  to provide an effective framework for the 
enforcement of marine legislation,

c)   to provide for the investigation of marine 
accidents and for appropriate action following 
any such investigation,

d)  to consolidate marine safety legislation.

https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2004C02611
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2004C02611
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NSW LEGISLATION

National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 Objects are to conserve nature, objects, and places 
or features of cultural value within the landscape. 
It provides for the management of reserved land 
(including the functions of the Parks and Wildlife 
Service) and aims to foster public appreciation  
and enjoyment of natural and cultural values  
within NSW.

Pesticides Act 1999 Provides the basis for the control of the use of 
pesticides in NSW in a way that protects and 
minimises risk to human health, the environment 
and property. It promotes collaborative and 
integrated policies and establishes a legislative 
framework to regulate the use of pesticides.

Rural Fires Act 1997 Provides:

a)   for the prevention, mitigation and suppression 
of bush and other fires in local government areas 
(or parts of areas) and other parts of the State 
constituted as rural fire districts, and

b)   for the coordination of bush fire fighting and 
bush fire prevention throughout the State, and

c)   for the protection of persons from injury or 
death, and property from damage, arising from 
fires, and

c1)  for the protection of infrastructure and 
environmental, economic, cultural, agricultural 
and community assets from damage arising 
from fires, and

d)   for the protection of the environment by 
requiring certain actions referred to in 
paragraphs (a)–(c1) to be carried out having 
regard to the principles of ecologically 
sustainable development described in section 
6 (2) of the Protection of the Environment 
Administration Act 1991 (NSW)).

https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1991-060
https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1991-060
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ACT LEGISLATION

Water Resources Act 2007 Objects are:

a)   to ensure that management and use of the water 
resources of the Territory sustain the physical, 
economic and social wellbeing of the people of 
the ACT while protecting the ecosystems that 
depend on those resources; and

b)   to protect aquatic ecosystems and aquifers 
from damage and, where practicable, to reverse 
damage that has already happened; and

c)   to ensure that the water resources are able  
to meet the reasonably foreseeable needs of 
future generations.

Under this Act, the surface water of Googong 
Foreshores is to be treated as if it were in the ACT. 
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APPENDIX 3  — PRIMARY COMMONWEALTH, 
NSW AND ACT STRATEGIES AND GUIDELINES 
APPLICABLE TO GOOGONG FORESHORES

COMMONWEALTH STRATEGIES AND GUIDELINES

Australian Drinking Water Guidelines 6 2011 
(Australian Government 2011)

Provide direction to water regulators and suppliers 
on the preparation and maintenance of a drinking 
water management plan.

Australian Natural Heritage Charter for the 
conservation of places of natural heritage 
significance (Australian Heritage Commission 
2002a)

A distillation of ‘best practice’ conservation 
principles for Australia. It aims to assist everyone 
with an interest in natural places to identify their 
natural heritage values and manage them. It can be 
applied to terrestrial, marine or freshwater areas.

Australian and New Zealand Guidelines for 
Fresh and Marine Water Quality (Australian 
Government 2018) 

An online platform that provides authoritative 
guidance on the management of water quality 
for natural and semi-natural water resources in 
Australia and New Zealand. 

Australian Pest Animal Strategy 2017 to 2027 
(Invasive Plants and Animals Committee 2016)

Provides guidance on best practice vertebrate pest 
animal management to achieve the national vision 
of protecting Australia’s economy, environment and 
social wellbeing from the impact of pest animals.

Australian Weeds Strategy 2017 to 2027 (Invasive 
Plants and Animals Committee 2016)

Provides guidance on best practice weed 
management. It aims to guide coordination of effort 
across all jurisdictions and inform the development 
of relevant plans and actions. 

Australia’s Biodiversity Conservation Strategy 
2010-2030 (Natural Resource Management 
Ministerial Council 2010)

Sets national directions and targets for biodiversity 
conservation over the coming decades. The vision 
of this strategy is that Australia’s biodiversity is 
healthy and resilient to threats, and valued both  
in its own right and for its essential contribution to 
our existence.

Australia’s Native Vegetation Framework  
(COAG Standing Council on Environment  
and Water 2012)

Sets national directions to guide actions across 
government strategies, policies, legislation and 
programs related to native vegetation management 
on the Australian continent and its islands. 
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COMMONWEALTH STRATEGIES AND GUIDELINES

Burra Charter: Australia ICO-MOS Charter 
for Places of Cultural Significance (Australia 
ICOMOS 2013)

Provides a best practice standard for managing 
cultural heritage places in Australia.

Charter: National Water Quality Management 
Strategy 2018 (Australian Government 2018a)

Aims to assist water resource managers to 
understand and protect water quality so that it is  
‘fit for purpose’.

NSW PLANS, STRATEGIES AND GUIDELINES

Lake George Bush Fire Risk Management Plan 
(LGBFMC 2018)

The aim of the plan is to minimise the risk of 
adverse impact of bush fires on life, property  
and the environment.

Murrumbidgee Catchment Action Plan 
(Murrumbidgee Catchment Management 
Authority 2013)

A strategy for natural resource management in the 
Murrumbidgee catchment that identifies what is 
required for improving the region’s natural assets 
over the next ten years.

NSW Biosecurity Strategy 2013-2021 (NSW 
Government 2013)

Sets the overall direction for the management of 
animal and plant pests, diseases and weeds in  
NSW terrestrial and aquatic environments. It is 
based on the principle that biosecurity is a  
shared responsibility.

NSW Invasive Species Plan 2018-2021 (NSW 
Government 2018)

Identifies key deliverables to help prevent new 
incursions of invasive plants, vertebrate and 
invertebrate pests, and to effectively eliminate or 
contain existing populations. 

South East Regional Strategic Pest Animal Plan 
2018-2023 (LLS 2017b)

Identifies regional priorities for pest animal 
management and outlines how government 
agencies, community groups and individual land 
managers will share responsibility and work 
together across land tenures to prevent, eradicate, 
contain and manage the impacts of pest animals.

South East Regional Strategic Weed 
Management Plan 2017-2022 (LLS 2017a)

Sets out expectations for effective and coordinated 
weed management in the region.
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ACT PLANS, STRATEGIES AND GUIDELINES

ACT Aquatic and Riparian Conservation Strategy 
and Action Plans (ACT Government 2018)

Provides guidance for the conservation and 
management of aquatic and riparian ecosystems 
across the ACT. It addresses current and future 
issues, such as a changing climate, and focuses 
on best practice conservation in an adaptive 
management framework. Specifically, it identifies 
threats and guidelines to manage them, monitoring 
and research objectives, strategies to increase 
community awareness and involvement, and 
action plans for threatened species. 

ACT Climate Change Strategy 2019-25  
(ACT Government 2019)

Replaces the previous Climate Change Strategy 
and Action Plan 2 (2012) and the Climate Change 
Adaptation Strategy (2016). Actions include focus 
on building resilience to climate change impacts.

ACT Kangaroo Management Plan  
(ACT Government 2010)

The approach to maintaining wild populations 
of Eastern Grey Kangaroos while managing their 
environmental, economic and social impacts and 
ensuring their welfare. Particular consideration is 
given to managing kangaroo grazing pressure on 
native grassy ecosystems in the context of grazing 
pressure from all herbivores.

Note: In 2017, the Nature Conservation (Eastern 
Grey Kangaroo) Controlled Native Species 
Management Plan 2017 (ACT Government 2017) 
became the statutory plan for management of 
kangaroos in the ACT.

ACT Native Grassland Conservation Strategy  
and Action Plans (ACT Government 2017)

Provides the strategic context for the protection, 
management and restoration of native grasslands 
in the ACT. Specifically, it outlines priorities and 
actions to manage threats, enhance the resilience 
of grasslands to disturbance (including climate 
change), maintain and improve ecological 
condition and connectivity, ecosystem function and 
grassland biodiversity, and undertake monitoring 
and research.
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ACT PLANS, STRATEGIES AND GUIDELINES

ACT-NSW Regional Management Framework 
Agreement (ACT and NSW Governments 2006)

Includes six strategic themes (including water and 
catchment management) requiring engagement 
between the ACT and NSW Governments. The 
agreement covers issues of water supply from the 
ACT to NSW, and catchment management in the 
Molonglo and Queanbeyan Rivers. 

ACT and Region Catchment Strategy 2016-2046 
(ACT Government 2016)

Aims to improve coordination, cooperation 
and collaboration in addressing the catchment 
management challenges across the catchment. The 
strategy sets out the principles for governance, the 
key factors that will affect the catchment  
over the next 30 years, and the strategies and 
actions that aim to optimise catchment outcomes 
for the Region. 

ACT and Region Catchment Strategy: Catchment 
Action Implementation Plan 2016–21 (ACT 
Government 2016)

Centred on adaptive management and 
implementation and includes proposed actions 
to achieve the thematic goals of the Region 
Catchment Management Strategy 2016-2046. 

ACT Water Resources Environmental Flow 
Guidelines 2019 (ACT Government 2019)

An instrument under the Water Resources Act 2007 
that sets out the flow requirements needed to 
maintain aquatic ecosystems. 

ACT Water Resource Plan (Draft) (ACT 
Government 2019)

Provides a (draft) overview of water resources in the 
ACT, and the policy approach to water planning and 
management. It sets out the government’s (draft) 
plan for the management of the Territory’s surface 
water and groundwater resources.

ACT Water Strategy 2014-2024: Striking the 
Balance (ACT Government 2014a)

Sets out how the ACT Government will manage 
the Territory’s water resources over the next 30 
years to meet urban and environmental needs and 
regional responsibilities. It covers the full breadth 
of water management actions in the ACT, including 
catchment management, stormwater and flood 
management, water supply and services, water  
for the environment, recreational water use and 
public health.

https://www.legislation.act.gov.au/a/2007-19/
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ACT PLANS, STRATEGIES AND GUIDELINES

ACT Woodland Conservation Strategy (ACT 
Government 2019)

Guides the management and conservation of 
lowland and subalpine woodlands in the ACT 
for the next 10 years. It identifies how the ACT 
Government intends to manage threats, safeguard 
threatened species, enhance woodland structural 
complexity, undertake monitoring and research, 
and enhance resilience, ecosystem function and 
connectivity of woodlands. 

Regional Fire Management Plan (ACT 
Government 2019d)

The Regional Fire Management Plan (RFMP) is a 
foundation document that informs the Strategic 
Bushfire Management Plan and outlines how 
bushfire fuel management will be conducted on 
ACT government managed land.

Strategic Bushfire Management Plan (ACT 
Government 2019c)

The Strategic Bushfire Management Plan (SBMP) 
is the overarching document that directs all levels 
of bushfire planning in the ACT. Its purpose is to 
provide a strategic framework to protect the ACT 
community from bushfires and reduce resulting 
harm to the physical, social, cultural and economic 
environment of the Territory.
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APPENDIX 4  — COMMONWEALTH HERITAGE 
LISTING
The following information is sourced directly from the Australian Heritage Database (Australian Government 2017):

GOOGONG FORESHORES CULTURAL AND GEODIVERSITY HERITAGE AREAS, LONDON BRIDGE RD, 
BURRA, NSW, AUSTRALIA

List Commonwealth Heritage List

Class Historic

Legal Status Listed place (03/11/2017)

Place ID 106072

Place File No 1/08/301/0031

SUMMARY STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Googong Foreshores Cultural and Geodiversity Heritage area is an important heritage area because of its 
ability to demonstrate the region’s pastoral, Aboriginal, geological and natural history, including through its 
archaeological deposits. 

The place demonstrates a number of settlement and pastoral practices used in the area and wider region. The 
place and the buildings within it demonstrate past living conditions, rare nineteenth and early twentieth century 
historic building techniques and later evolution in building practice.

The London Bridge Arch and its associated cave deposits are also significant. The Arch is valued because of 
its ability to demonstrate karst processes. The Arch also provides insight into the evolution of the local natural 
landscape. The cave deposits provide further insight into past flora and fauna regimes of the area. 

The London Bridge Arch and London Bridge Homestead building group are also valued for their aesthetic appeal 
appreciated by the local community.

OFFICIAL VALUES

CRITERION A PROCESSES

The Googong Foreshores Cultural and Geodiversity Heritage area has important historic heritage  
value because of the place’s ability to demonstrate aspects of the pastoral history of the Canberra and 
Queanbeyan region. 

The features which express this value include, but are not limited to, the location of the homestead and associated 
farm buildings near to Burra Creek, the arrangement of the remnant farm buildings, their function and architecture 
including the building materials used and the demonstration of historic building methods. The buildings and the 
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buildings within their surroundings demonstrate aspects of the living conditions experienced by the people living 
and working on the pastoral property.

The place also has significant heritage value for providing insight into the development of the local landscape as 
it demonstrates a naturally eroded limestone arch and caves formed at a meander bend, resulting in a meander 
cut-off and the eventual abandonment of a meander loop.

Features which express this value are the London Bridge Arch and associated caves, Burra Creek and the 
abandoned meander loop visible to the east of the arch.

CRITERION B RARITY

The Googong Foreshores Cultural and Geodiversity Heritage area has important heritage value because of the 
place’s possession of rare aspects of the Canberra region’s vernacular and rural architecture.

The features which express this value include, but are not limited to, the building fabric of the London Bridge 
Homestead and all associated rural buildings.

The place also has significant heritage value for the presence of a rare and unusual geological formation, London 
Bridge Arch and its associated caves.

CRITERION C RESEARCH

The Googong Foreshores Cultural and Geodiversity Heritage area has important research value because of 
the place’s ability to provide information that will lead to a better understanding of the establishment and 
development of pastoral properties in the Canberra and Queanbeyan region. The buildings are also an important 
historic record. In part the place also represents pastoral practices implemented more widely beyond the 
immediate region.

Features which express this value include, but are not limited to, the built fabric of the place, the location, 
function and arrangement of rural buildings and their proximity to Burra Creek plus the place’s demonstration of 
establishment processes such as land clearing, use of water, field and stock management. 

The place also has significant heritage value for its ability to provide information that will lead to a wider 
understanding of Aboriginal use of the area over time. These archaeological values occur throughout the entire 
place.

The place also has significant heritage value due to its potential to provide additional information on the 
formation of the local landscape and the past flora and fauna assemblages of the Burra Creek Valley.

Features which express this value include, but are not limited to, the London Bridge Arch and caves incorporating 
rich Pleistocene cave deposits and fossil remains of large and small mammal species, some of which are locally 
extinct.

CRITERION D CHARACTERISTIC VALUES

The Googong Foreshores Cultural and Geodiversity Heritage area has significant heritage value for its importance 
in demonstrating the principal characteristics of cave formation in the local region due to  
karst processes.

Features which express this value are the London Bridge Arch and associated caves, Burra Creek and the 
abandoned meander loop visible to the east of the arch.
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CRITERION E AESTHETIC CHARACTERISTICS

The London Bridge Arch is an unusual and attractive natural landmark valued by the local community. 

Features which express this value include the dramatic form of the natural arch, its demonstration of geological 
processes and its association with Burra Creek, the small, natural river course flowing underneath. The presence of 
water is an important part of its aesthetic appeal.

The London Homestead group of buildings (excluding the shearer’s quarters and woolshed) within its rural setting 
is valued by the local community for its picturesque quality. These aesthetic characteristics are best appreciated 
by homestead visitors walking in the area. Distant views and immediate views of the London Homestead group of 
buildings are important.

Features which express this value include, but are not limited to, distant and immediate views of the London 
Homestead group of buildings, the historic character of the homestead group of buildings, the vernacular building 
materials used and the presentation of these buildings within their wider rural setting.

DESCRIPTION
The Googong Foreshores Cultural and Geodiversity Heritage Area is a 223 hectare area of land largely cleared for 
pastoral use. A small river called Burra Creek runs through the place. There is also a collection of farm buildings 
including the London Bridge Homestead group, a woolshed and squatter’s quarters. 

The London Bridge Homestead group of buildings is located near to Burra Creek and the buildings are arranged to 
form an ‘L’ shape. Four buildings are included in the homestead group including:

1.  Stone Cottage

2.  Slab Hut

3.  Lath and Plaster building

4.  Weatherboard building including a Fibro Annex. 

The woolshed and shearer’s quarters are located approximately 1.5kms away from the homestead.

The area also includes a distinctive natural limestone formation, London Bridge Arch, which acts as a natural 
bridge over a section of the Burra Creek. London Bridge Arch formed in limestone containing fossils of 
brachiopods, corals, crinoids and trilobites (ACT Government 2007). It developed, along with several smaller caves, 
from erosion at a meander bend in Burra Creek. Formation of the arch resulted in a meander cut off which occurs 
when the two closest parts of a meander bend are directly connected, usually causing the river to abandon the 
meander loop and continue straight downstream. An abandoned meander loop is visible east of Burra Creek.

The limestone which contains the arch and caves is a small lens (approximately 50m by 150m) developed  
in the late Silurian Cappanana Formation. The arch is 34m long, about 12–18m wide and 5m high, while  
5-7m vertical cliffs occur above both entrances to the arch. Two through caves, containing patches of flowstone 
and Pleistocene fossil deposits, occur in the limestone above the level of the arch (AHDB 1182). These caves, 
Douglas and Burra, are older creek passages. Several other small caves and shelters also occur in the limestone.
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HISTORY

PERIOD/YEAR* EVENT

Cenozoic Era Queanbeyan, Whiskers and Lake George Faults reactivated, contributing to the 
Period formation of the soil profiles, landform and landscape of the area.

Pre-European 
settlement

There is evidence that Aboriginal people occupied the area in the vicinity 
of the Queanbeyan River. However, impacts associated with land clearing, 
farming and construction of the Googong Dam mean that the extent of prior 
Aboriginal occupation is unclear.

1823 'London Bridge' arch is first described by Captain Mark Currie, RN during 
exploration in which he named the Monaro Plains.

1834 Joseph Kenyon started a cattle run at 'Katy's flat' but soon forced to leave due 
to poor conditions.

1836 West bank of the creek was granted to William Hutchinson. Hutchinson 
conducted a pastoral run of 5293 acres in absentia.

1857 East bank of Burra Creek acquired through Crown Grant and Selection by  
John McNamara Snr.

1872 John McNamara Snr expands to include 1902 acres of Hutchinson's Burra 
Estate, begins farming sheep.

1901 John McNamara Snr dies. John McNamara Jnr inherits the Homestead and 
moves there to live.

1904 Estate was sharply reduced in 1904 by the auction of 3442 acres from London 
Bridge North.

1908 John McNamara Jnr and family leave the district for Sydney. The property is 
leased to Fred Campbell of Woden. Campbell installs Arthur Warwick as the 
overseer and he and his family move to the property.

1912 Lease expires on the London Bridge Homestead. McNamara Jnr leases 
property to his neighbour at London Bridge, James Moore. Tom Moore lives  
at homestead.

1914 John McNamara Jnr returns to London Bridge.

1915 John McNamara Jnr dies in residence.

1918 The property was again leased to the Moore's until it was sold to Edward and 
Jim Noone on 21 January 1921.
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HISTORY

PERIOD/YEAR* EVENT

1928 London Bridge Homestead bought by Robert Douglas. Shearing at the old 
woolshed ceased in 1928. Sheep were shorn at MacDiarmid’s property, Burra 
Station. During the Depression years, Robert Douglas commissioned a new 
woolshed. The orchard was planted or extended at this time.

1954 Electric power connected to London Bridge Homestead at a cost of £200.

Fibro-cement building added at the London Bridge Homestead for George 
Langhorne, an overseer for Douglas. He worked on the property till 1964.

1973 5089 hectares of land, including London Bridge, north and south, was acquired 
by the Commonwealth of Australia from New South Wales for the creation 
of the Googong Reservoir Foreshores. Andrew Douglas leases section of the 
London Bridge Homestead property back from the Commonwealth.

1974 The Commonwealth enacted the Canberra Water Supply (Googong Dam) 
Act 1974 (Googong Dam Act). This Act vested control over water supply and 
management of the Googong Dam Area in the ACT Executive, acting on behalf 
of the Commonwealth.

1978 Construction of Googong Dam completed.

1979 Googong Reservoir filled.

1988 ACT Self Government.

1999 Conservation work undertaken to buildings at London Bridge Homestead.

2008 Nominated for Commonwealth Heritage List by the Department of Finance.

*This chronology is based on the chronology of the London Bridge Homestead on p. 117 of ERM 2008.

ABORIGINAL OCCUPATION OF THE AREA
Googong Foreshores contains physical evidence of Aboriginal occupation, including sites containing stone artefact 
scatters, a scarred tree, cairns (potentially associated with burials) and campsites. An excavation of a shelter 
immediately outside Burra Cave revealed some quartz flaking debris and two hearths ‘dating from 700 to 900 BP 
with some charred bone material’ (Spate 1993, citing Boot and Cooke 1990). 

While the evidence is not definitive, it is purported that Aboriginal people may have used the Googong Foreshores 
area as a ‘staging zone’, gathering in the habitable lower slopes and rises prior to moving into the Brindabella 
Mountains for ceremonial purposes (ERM 2008).

A report (Brennan 1907) concerning the discovery and removal of ‘hundreds of human bones and skulls’ from  
a limestone cave ‘on the London Bridge Estate’ in 1874, claims that the bones were the subject of a Coroner’s 
report, which found them to be ‘the skeletons of the Aborigines of former times’. There are also reports (Spate 
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1993, citing Gale 1927) that the skeletal remains may have been reburied in a portion of the Queanbeyan 
Cemetery, which was ‘washed away by floods in the 1970s’. A search of archival newspaper reports found reference 
to an 1875 Coronial Inquiry into a single skeleton that was found in a small cave in the vicinity of the London 
Bridge Arch, however no archival reports were found concerning the discovery or investigation of a large number 
of human skeletal remains.

CONDITION AND INTEGRITY
The condition of the buildings in the London Bridge complex has been described as fair to good (ACT Government 
2007). The buildings have previously been conserved to a high standard, although it is unclear how much work has 
been undertaken on them since 2002. The buildings have retained much of their original fabric.

London Bridge Arch is in good condition with some minor insignificant damage occurring within the caves 
(Finlayson 2014). Historic and recent visitor use has compacted some of the cave deposits and destroyed some 
surface fossils, and historic graffiti is evident within the Douglas and Burra caves (Boot & Cooke 1990). The 
surrounding landscape is mostly highly modified former pastoral country (ACT Government 2007).

LOCATION
Approximately 223ha, London Bridge Road, Burra, being an area comprising that part of Land Parcel 7/DP592796 
south of a line connecting the following MGA points consecutively: Zone 55 704461mE 6067989mN, 704785mE 
6068000mN, 705679mE 6067835mN, and north of line connected by MGA points 704187mE 6066384mN and 
703533mE 6066608mN.
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