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Rivers and their associated ripariadges
are critical to humarnealth and
wellbeing, the sustainability of our city
and nature conservatiarRvers, lakes,
wetlandsand aquifersare criticalhabitat
for many native plants and animals,
provide water for iman consumption
and are sought out as aesthetically
beautiful placesRivers provide important
conduits and connectivity in the landscape
for people,plants and animals

Conservation, protection and
rehabilitation of our waterways and
riparian areas is egntial for the
protection of threatened species,
maintaining ecosystems and their
services, and providing recreational
opportunities. It is vital to conserve these
areas for now and the future.

ThisAquatic and Riparian Conservation
Strategyfocuses on np-urban rivers and
riparian areas (sesectioriL.5) and aims to
build on the successful management of
ACT waterways achieved since the original
2007ACT Aquatic Species and Riparian
Zone Conservation Strate@&CT
Government 2007)Snce the original
strategy, legislative protection of
threatened species and habitalisis been
revised management and rehabilitation
plansdeveloped, on-ground conservatin
management actionsrganised and

& dzLJLJ2 NI A y 3
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extensive research, survey and monitoring
conducted

This revised strategy builds on these
considerable achievements by providing a
regional approach to conservation and
management of aquatic and riparian
environmentslt addresgscurrent and
future issues, such as a changing climate,
and focuses on begiractice conservation
in an adaptive management framework.

The waterways and riparian areas of the
ACT are valuable and fundamentally
important components of our landape.

It is vital to conserve these areas for now
and the future.

TheACT Governmeracknowledgsthe
Ngunnawal people as Traditional
Custodians of the ACThe Ngunnawal
people continue to hava strong
connedion to culture and Country as their
ancestordid, with evidence indicahg
Aboriginas camped at the Birragai Rock
Shelter at least 25,000 years ago. The ACT
region is very significant to other
Aboriginal Nationsvith strong cultural
connectiongo the area,ncluding the
Wolgalu, Ngarigu, GundungasrNgambiri
and Yuin. Ngunnawal Countig/the
northern end of the Australian Alps
where many ceremonies were conducted
and is part of the MurragDarling Basima
traditional pathway to neighbouring
Aboriginal Nations.
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1 INTRODUCTION

Figurel.1l. Angler fly fishing on the Cotter Riv&hoto: M. Jekabsons, ACT Government.



1.1 OVERVIEW

TheACT Aquatic and Riparian Conservation Strafdgstrategy) provides guidance on the
conservation of aquatic and riparian areas and component species in the ACT, consistent
with the ACT Nature Conservation Strategy 2(A3(ACT Government 2013d&elatively

large areas of aquatic and riparian ecosystems in the &€ already protected within
reserves, so the emphasis of this strategy is on management and enhancement of aquatic
and riparian ecosystemgarticularlywhere threatened species occur in the ACTHis
includes conserving aquatic and riparian hahisgecies and communities by managing
threats, maintaining and improving ecological connectivity, ecosystem function and
biodiversity, undertaking monitoring and research programs, partnering with the
community to support aquatic and riparian conservation amthancing the resilience of
aguatic and riparian areas to damaging disturbance and climate change.

1.2 OBJECTIVES

Thisstrategyprovides the strategic context for
the protection, management and rehabilitation
of aquatic and riparianon-urbanareas in the
ACT. Specifically, the objectives are:

i to provideconservation management
guidelines for theprotection and
enhancement of aquatic and riparian
areas

9 to identify threats to aquatic and riparian
ecosystems angrovideguidelines for
threat management

9 to providemonitoring and research
objectives foraquatic and riparian areas
inthe ACT

1 to providestrategies to increase
engagement of the community equatic
and riparianactivities and projects

9 to providestrategic context for action
plans for threatenediquatic and riparian
flora and fauna.

This strategy is intended to be a reference
document onaquatic and riparian areder ACT
and Australiargovernment agencies with
responsibilities for nature conservation,
planning and land managnent, and for
community and other stakeholders with an
interest in aquatic and riparian area
conservation.

The 2007Aquatic Species and Riparian Zone
Conservation Strategyas highly successful in
bringing together key stakeholder8CT
Government andtie Australian Governmertb
achieve conservation of the aquatic and riparian
ecosystem. A summary i successful
outcomesisin section?7.5. This strategy reviesv
and build on workcompletedfor the 2007
strategy. The007 strategycontains a large
amount of background information about these
ecosystems in the ACT. Where necesdhig
information has been summasgd and used in
this strategy.

Thisstrategyis an overarching document that
draws together information and provides
guidance for the management and conservation
of aquatic and riparian species, and their

habitat, across a range of ecosystems outlined in
the Scope belowséction1.5).

1.3 ECOSYSTEM
MANAGEMENT
APPROACH

Effective ecosystem management relies on
careful consideration of the outcomes for which
an ecosystem is being managed. In the context
of this strategy management is for the
conservatiorof aquatic and riparian ecosystems
identified in the scope dhis strategy (see
section 1.5). Determining the key components
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of these ecosystems provides focal points to
guide consrvation management activities.

Key components of aquatic and riparian
ecosystems include:

1 water flows (quantity and timing)

water quality

habitat

biota

connectivity (largely a function of the four
components above)

1 people.

1
il
il
1

The condition of these components (sgtion
7.3) will determine whether management
intervention is necessary. All these components
are also influenced by overarching largeale
factors, including climate and geology. These
larger scale components are less amenable to
intervention.

Where conservation management interventions
are required, the guidelines providedtinis
strategy are deigned to protect or improve
existing ecosystem condition by targeting the
key ecosystem components.

1.4 DEFINITION OF AQUATIC
AND RIPARIAN ZONES

For the purposes of thstrategy, an aquatic area
is definedasawater course that is covered
permanently or intemittently by water and
includes the water in the channel, substrate,
and plants and animals that are completely or
substantially dependent on being covered by
water. It also includes the habitédr these
plants and animals

The riparian zone is consideréo be any land
which adjoins, directly influences or is
influenced by a body of wat€t.and and Water
Resources Research and Development
Corporation 1998)Speciftally for thisstrategy,
the riparian zone is an area of terrestrial land
that affects, and is affected by, flowing water of
the adjacent water body. This land tends to
consist of landforms that are caused tyer
processes and may contain vegetation

associations that are charteristic of areas
affected by the hydrology of an adjacent water
body. Further discussion of riparian zone
definitions can be found in Appendixl.

1.5 SCOPE OF THE
STRATEGY

This Aquatic and Riparian Conservation Strategy
takes aTerritory-wide approach within a

regional context for therotection and
management of thesurface waters ofivers and
their riparian areasnd associated nativibora

and fauna These are th Murrumbidgee

Molonglo and Cotter rivers artieir tributaries
(Figures 1.1 and 1.2).

Thestrategydoes not include the Queanbeyan
River which isalmost entirely in New South
Wales, though reference is madeitpincluding
the section upstream of Googg Reservoir with
regard to threatened fish species. Tuggeranong,
Weston, Yarralumla, Sullivans, Woolshed,
Jerrabomberra and Ginninderra creeks are also
not included. Woolshed and Jerrabomberra
creeks have substantial rural catchments, but
are now mainly wthin or adjacent to the
Canberra urban area. Their riparian zones are
part of the urban open space network. The
Cotter, Naas and Gudgenby rivenghich are
partly protected inNamadgi National Park, are
included inthis strategy. Other smallestreams

in higher altitude and montane areas of the ACT
that are also protected within Namadgi National
Park are not specificalljentionedin this

strategy, although strategies and management
guidelines discussed in this strategy are relevant
to these smaller waterays The geographic
scope of the present strategy is almost identical
to the 2007 strategy.

Similar to the 2008trategy; this grategy does
not cover wetlandsPlans ofnanagement have
been written for significant wetlands, including
Ginini Flats Ramsar &tfands(ACT Government
2016g)and Jerrabomberra Wetland&CT
Government 2010a)Many other ACT wetlands
are within Namadgi National PafKCT



Government 2010band/or covered by a bogs
and fens recovery plafpOE2014) Thestrategy
also omitgriparian aeas surrounding artificial
lakes, large floodplain areas or substantially
modified urban water courses. The water supply
reservoirs of the Cotter River will, however, be
considered as they contain threatened species.

This document supersedes the previAGT
Aquatic Species and Riparian Zone Conservation
Strategy(ACT Government 2008nd presents
updated information relevant to ACT aquatic
and riparian areas, and their conservation.
Unlike the previous strategy, action plans for
aquatic and riparian spégs declared as
threatened under theéNature Conservation Act
2014 (ACT(View the Act (PDF, 952K }are
appended to thestrategyas standalone
documents (sealsosectionl.d). Thisstrategy
includes action plans for six aguatic animals and
two riparian plant species (Tablel).

Although not eéclared threatened in the ACT,
the strategyincludes consideration of Murray
Cod Maccullochdh peeli), which igdeclared
threatened under Commonwealth legislation
(see Table 7.5)The speciefiasspecial
protection status under thé&ature
Conservation Adbecause it is listed under the

EPBC Act and consequenttyspecies ation
plan has been @pared ThePainted
Honeyeater Grantiella pictd, a nationally
threatened species recorded near the
Murrumbidgee Riveris omitted from the
strategyas this species is included in tAE€T
Lowland Woodland Conservation Strat€gyCT
Government 2016f)ThePinktailed Worm
lizard @Aprasia parapulchel)as not considered
under thisstrategyas the species occurs
principally on the slopes above the riparian
zone.A parateaction planfor A. parapulchella
isavailable onlind ACT Government 1999c,
2016j)

As well as listed threatened species, tteategy
is concerned with the conservation of aquatic
fauna generallyfor examplePlatypus
(Ornithorhynchus anatin)sEastern Water Rat
(Hydromys chrysogastgiMontane Spiny
Qayfish(Euastacuspp,), Mountain Galaxias
(Galaxias olidus Eastern Snakeecked Turtle
(Chelodina longicolljsandthe maintenance and
improvement of aquatic habitat utded by all
fish, invertebrates, mammals, birds, reptiles and
frogs(see Lintermans and Osborne 2002
speciey. Further discussion of threatened,
uncommon and rare species can be found in
sections7.3.2and1.1.1


http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/a/2014-59/default.asp

Figurel.2. UpperMurrumbidgeeRiverCatchmentshowingmajor waterways and urban areas







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































