Fisheries Research and
Development Corporation

What is the carp virus?
The carp virus is highly contagious to carp, and research
shows that the virus only causes disease in European Carp
and can’t be passed on to humans. It does not appear
to affect even the closely related goldfish. The virus is
transmitted through carp-to-carp contact and is most
effective when water temperatures are 18°–28°C. It primarily
compromises the kidneys, skin and gills of the carp.
The naturally occurring virus is now found in 33 countries,
including in Israel, Europe and Asia and no human health issues
have been reported. In fact, a European Union report states that
no fish virus has ever been reported to cause disease in humans.

How do we know the right
decision will be made?
The NCCP is committed to engaging with as many
people as possible impacted by, or interested in, carp
to capture feedback which will then inform a proposal
that best meets the needs of the community.
Robust research and community feedback will be
used to inform a recommendation to governments
on the best ways to control carp.
Strict regulatory controls and protocols will need to
be met before the virus could be approved for use.

Research by Australian scientists has determined the carp
virus could reduce the numbers of carp in freshwater
systems by more than 70 per cent.

For more information
VISIT: www.carp.gov.au
CALL: 1800 CARP PLAN
(1800 2277 7526)
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What work is being done?
Carp control has been extensively researched
worldwide, however significant work is needed
to explore whether biocontrol can be used to
control carp without causing secondary problems
for water quality and other species. The NCCP
involves a comprehensive program of research to
explore knowledge gaps and risks; and, extensive
stakeholder engagement across areas affected by,
and with an interest in, carp.

What is the National
Carp Control Plan?

What is the problem
with carp?

The National Carp Control Plan (NCCP) is being prepared
to explore the possible use of a species-specific virus
known as Cyprinid herpesvirus 3 (the carp virus) to control
carp. It is a $15 million program being delivered by the
Fisheries Research and Development Corporation (FRDC),
on behalf of the Australian Government.

European Carp (Cyprinus carpio) were introduced to
Australia approximately 180 years ago, established
successfully in the 1960s, and now dominate aquatic
ecosystems throughout much of southeastern Australia.
Carp are now present in every state and every state and the
ACT and are, and are destructive to our natural ecosystems,
similar to rabbits and cane toads.

In essence, the NCCP is a program of risk assessment,
research, planning and consultation to identify a smart, safe,
effective and integrated suite of measures to control carp
impacts, with a key focus on possible use of biocontrol.
The NCCP started work in December 2016 and will
provide a completed plan to inform decision making by
governments - who will decide collectively - at the end of
2018 on how to proceed with carp control in Australia.

Carp dominate freshwater fish communities in southeastern Australia and in many areas they make up 80 per
cent of the total weight, or biomass, of fish present. Carp
affect the water quality by stirring up sediment with their
bottom feeding behaviour, and can outcompete native
species for food and resources and displace them through
habitat modification.

Research is aiming to find out how integrated
carp control could work in Australia, what effect
the carp virus is likely to have on carp populations,
how it can be released, exactly what impact dead
carp might have on rivers and how they could be
cleaned-up quickly and/or utilised.

