DECEMBER 2016
» Australian Government established the NCCP team
and terms of reference for a national initiative to
investigate possible use of the carp virus to address
carp impacts

Fisheries Research and
Development Corporation

APRIL 2017
» Scientific Advisory Group, Policy Advisory Group
and Communications Working Group established to
identify key research, regulatory considerations, and
strategies for engaging with key audiences

JULY 2017
» Research program commissioned to explore viability
of possible virus release, and inform plan development

SEPTEMBER 2017
» Commencement of engagement with Councils,
Natural Resource Management Groups, communities
and other key stakeholder groups

MARCH 2018
» Progressive sharing of knowledge generated
through research with stakeholders

JULY 2018
» Draft NCCP produced
» Ongoing engagement with Councils, Natural Resource
Management Groups and communities on draft plan

OCTOBER 2018
» Second round of consultation with Councils,
Natural Resource Management Groups and
communities completed

DECEMBER 2018
» NCCP submitted to governments to inform
decision making
» Research projects completed and findings
incorporated into final NCCP, along with
stakeholder input

Who will be responsible for the
clean up? How will this occur?
A multi-faceted approach to delivery of a
successful clean-up strategy is being undertaken.
Several research projects have been commissioned
under the NCCP to develop an understanding of the
issue, including:
» improving estimates of carp density present in
Australia
» u
 nderstanding potential impacts on water quality,
and developing strategies to manage them
» reviewing fish-kill clean-up methodologies worldwide
» assessing productive uses for dead carp
» w
 orking with river managers to develop water release
strategies that assist possible release and clean-up
Results from this research will be provided to
a national Operations Working Group, who will
assist in developing detailed strategies for possible
release of the virus, and subsequent clean up
activities, including identifying equipment and
personnel needs.

It is important to remember the NCCP is a
process, not a foregone conclusion.

For more information
VISIT: www.carp.gov.au
CALL: 1800 CARP PLAN
(1800 2277 7526)

THE NATIONAL CARP
CONTROL PLAN
& YOUR COMMUNITY
“We’re committed to working
with you and not only sharing
updates but hearing the
questions and concerns that
your community may have in
relation to carp control.
This brochure has been written
to provide Councils with an
overview of our work and next steps.”
Matt Barwick

National Coordinator for the National Carp Control Plan (NCCP)

What is the National Carp Control Plan?
The National Carp Control Plan (NCCP) is being prepared
to explore the possible release of the carp virus, Cyprinid
herpesvirus 3. It is a $15 million program under the Fisheries
Research and Development Corporation (FRDC), delivered
on behalf of the Australian Government.
In essence, the NCCP is a program of risk assessment, research,
planning and consultation to identify a smart, safe, effective
and integrated suite of measures to control carp impacts in
Australia, with a key focus on possible use of biocontrol.

What is the issue with carp?

How can my community have its say?

European Carp (Cyprinus carpio) were introduced
to Australia numerous times over the last 180 years,
before successfully establishing and dominating aquatic
ecosystems in the 1960s. They have become destructive to
our natural environment, similar to rabbits and cane toads.
Now carp are established in waterways in all states and the
ACT, and are a significant cost to Australian communities
from a social and economic perspective.

The NCCP is committed to engaging with as many people as
possible impacted by carp to capture feedback and develop a
plan that best meets the needs of your communities.
Please encourage your local community to have their say by
visiting: www.carp.gov.au

Carp dominate freshwater fish communities in southeastern Australia and in many areas they make up 80 per
cent of the total weight, or biomass, of fish present. Carp
affect the water quality by stirring up sediment with their
bottom feeding behaviour, and can outcompete native
species for food and resources and displace them by
changing their habitat.

How does this affect
our community?
To ensure all stakeholders in communities
affected by carp are informed and involved in
the discussion about carp control, the NCCP
is holding a series of stakeholder engagement
events and town hall meetings in key regional
locations throughout Australia in 2017 and 2018.

What work is being done?
Significant work is being undertaken to explore whether
biocontrol can be used to control carp populations without
causing secondary problems for water quality and other species.
The NCCP involves: a comprehensive program of research to
explore knowledge gaps and risks; and extensive stakeholder
engagement across areas affected by carp.

The NCCP wants to seek greater understanding
from community members on the prevalence
of carp in local waterways; how waterways are
currently being utilised by the community; the
benefits / impact carp reduction may have on the
community and the concerns communities may
have about carp biocontrol.

For more information
VISIT: www.carp.gov.au
CALL: 1800 CARP PLAN
(1800 2277 7526)

How do we know the right
decision will be made?
Robust research and community feedback will be used to
inform a recommendation to governments on the best suite of
measures to control carp.
Strict regulatory controls and protocols will need to be met
before the virus could be approved for use.

