8.4 Tharwa Bridge—Murrumbidgee River

Turbidity NTU
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Water quality

Participant comments: Bidgee Blue

Group and Ron & Bern Reative Phosphorus Mg/l P

. Rain caused increases in turbidity and 1
deposits of ash, soot and sediments 08
on river’s edge. 06
° Severe tree and understorey fire 04
damage now recovering. 02
. Recreation swimming area impacted .
and damaged tree felling. 1933933139333 §13¥1313313493+¢
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. Increased algal growth during hot
weather. pH
° High phosphorus readings not 10
recorded in pre-fire monitoring. .
. Rain caused increases in turbidity and

deposits of ash, soot and sediments
on river’s edge.

. Pollution event in October with spikes 6
in phosphorus levels which also 5
affected downstream results.

. Damaged as a recreation area—river
now covered in black sticky mud. Dissolved oxygen Mg/L

° Birds at the site, kookaburras, plovers,
currawongs, magpies and galahs. - -
Cicadas still in trees. Dead animals

near weeds along bank near bridge . : : : i ] ] : _
due to stench. Insects causing stress B ajnn | | | | | | L L
on the tops of trees (native and 2 L H 1 1 1 | [
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exotic), also causing stress of plants o il
occurring along stream edge. Algae
with and aquatic plants particularly
eloada occurring at this site (big Temperature C
increase). Placement of snagging at %

the foot of bridge and possible 2 _

sandbar creation. Still sediment at 20 n _
this site with algae growing on the s | ]
sediment (olive) with long filaments of |

bright algae in middle channels under
the bridge. i o

-

04
04
04

-04
104
1g-04

T T LT 2
S 3 3 3

Feb-03

-

.

Y

n

ul

u

-
Sep-03
Sep-03
0ct-03
Nov-03 |
Dec-03
Jan-04
Jan-04 |
Feb-04 |
Sep-04 |
Oct-04
Nov-04 |
Dec-04 |
Jan-05
Feb-05

M:

Ap

May-(

Jui
Ji

Al

Jul-02
Feb-03
Mar-03
Apr-03 |
May-03
un-03
ul-03
ul-03
g-03
g-03
p-03
p-03 |
t-03
v-03
c-03
c-03
n-04
n-04
b-04
r-04
May-04 |
May-04
Jun-04
Jul-04
Aug-04
Sep-04 |
Oct-04 |
Nov-04
Dec-04

Ji

J
A
A
Se
Sey
Ocf
Noy
De
De
Jal
Jal
Fel
Mar

3

A CT W ATERWATCH-—CAMUPTFIRE Y E AR 2 R EPORT



Habitat recovery upstream
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Habitat recovery downstream
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8.5 Point Hut Crossing—Murrumbidgee River

Turbidity NTU
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Participant comments: Bidgee FETES s e e R s e s 28t
Blue Group Reactive Phosphorus Mg/l P
0.16
. . . 0.14
. Rain caused increases in 012
turbidity and deposits of ash, o
soot and sediments on the
river’'s edge.
. . . 0.02
. Occasional spikes in T e e e e s e e s s = e P
phosphorus levels. 8285355858588 8338 5335858658
o No significant sediment "
deposits. o P

. Increased algal growth during .
hot weather.

. High phosphorus readings
not recorded in pre-fire

monitoring.
. No flow in February after ’

fires.
. Extensive algal growth in Dissolved Oxygen mg/L

some water pools during no - _

flows. . _ _ _
. Dec 04 Heavy rain 2 days . |

before. ‘ |

Tss 3 g3 8998993332338 333338%
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8.6 Pine Island—Murrumbidgee River

Turbidity NTU
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Participant comments: Bidgee B2 <dc2as b= 237 8002483882
Blue Group Ortho Phosphorus mg/l P
0.3
. Rain caused increases in
turbidity and deposits of ash, “
. 0.15
soot and sediments on the
0.1
river’'s edge.
. . . 0.05
. Occasional spikes in .
2333332333333 333333333 338
phosphorus levels. 2585558543882 2858383358 35835488833
. No significant sediment
deposits. PH

. Severe tree and understory
fire damage now recovering.

. Return of water bugs, frogs
but no big fish sighted since
the fires.

. Recreation swimming and
BBQ area impacted with
restoration programs in

place.
. Increased algal growth during =
hot weather. b - 5 ] I
. High phosphorus readings 6 a a !
not recorded in pre-fire ‘JH % 1 Jﬂzﬂzﬁ 1 E’% i
monitoring. BifRIRInd INIRINIRINININ] INIRINIRIRININ]
«  Lots of horse manure present PIiIiERiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiag
on grassy area—may have got
into the river. Temperature C

. More than 50 water beetles
surveyed in May 2004.
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Habitat recovery upstream
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May 2005 May 2005

May 2005 May 2003
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