Chapter 10: Gudgenby Catchment

10.1 Catchment profile

Location Murrumbidgee River; junction with Tuggeranong Creek
to junction with Cotter River

Area 37,216 ha

Landuse 70% Conservation, 30% Rural

Environmental values Primary: Conservation
Secondary: Domestic water supply, stock water,

waterscape and aquatic habitat

Pre-fire general description: The Gudgenby River flows predominantly through the forests
of Namadgi National Park. The sub-catchments are mountainous and the water quality is
high. The diverse aquatic communities and natural riverbank vegetation mean that the
rivers in Namadgi are of high ecological value.

Soil on the steeper slopes in Namadgi tend to be shallow and stony. Sandy topsoil and
clay subsoil is typical on the lower slopes while deep alluvium is found on the flats.

The rural part of the sub-catchment is undulating to hilly with a mixture of improved and
native pasture and scattered trees.
There is some streambank erosion

due to stock damage.
* Think water act water Volume 3 November 2003

10.2 Monitoring Sites

1. Bogong Creek North—Bogong Creek
Northing 6041950 Easting 678125

2. Bogong Creek Central—Bogong

Creek
Northing 6040310 Easting 676310

3. Bogong Creek South—Bogong

Creek
Northing 6039755 Easting 676260

4. Little Dry Creek—Little Dry Creek
Northing 6040970 Easting 680000

5.  Hospital Creek North—Hospital

Creek
Northing 6040860 Easting 679935

6. Hospital Creek Central—Hospital

Creek
LAND_USE
Conservation

Northing 6040300
F * Forestry

Easting 679650

7. Hospital Creek

South—Hospital Creek
Northing 6039790
Easting 679625
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10.3 Bushfire severity
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. Variable — mostly crown National Park.
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Monthly
average
flow

Month Avg
Flow (ML)

January
3,102

February
2,393

March
2,313
April

4,224

May
3,282

June
3,625

July
5,215

August
5,878

September
6,165

October
6,186

November
4,705

December
3,435

Total 50,522

Think water act water
Volume 3 November

2003

Most of the Gudgenby catchment affected by crownfire or crown
scorch fire, although in the lower valley areas grass fires were
sporadic depending on the availability of fire fuels in a drought

Primary grassfire The Gudgenby Bush Regenerators have been working with the
ACT Parks and Conservation Service to re-establish native
vegetation on the site of the Boboyan Pine Plantation in Namadgi

Variable — mostly crown Unusually high phosphorus readings became a feature of Hospital
scorch pines Creek especially during the warmer months.

R EPORT

67



