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i n fo
Carp, sometimes wrongly called European

Carp, originated from central Asia. They were
introduced into Australia over a century ago. They
are extensively farmed in Europe, Asia and the
Middle East. China has been cultivating Carp for
2,500 years and in 1997 produced more than
250,000 tonnes of Carp for human consumption.
About 5 million tonnes of Carp is produced
annually around the world.

Carp inhabit large, slow flowing rivers, lakes and
permanent wetlands, commonly with silt bottoms.
Carp tolerate low levels of oxygen, which gives
them an advantage in stagnant waters. Carp are
present in all of the urban lakes (Burley Griffin,
Tuggeranong, Ginninderra, Gungahlin), the
Murrumbidgee River in the ACT, the Molonglo
River catchment, the Ginninderra Creek
catchment and the Tuggeranong Creek
catchment. They are absent from Googong Dam,
the Cotter River above the Cotter Dam, and are
not found in any of the river systems within
Namadgi National Park. 

Carp feed on molluscs, crustaceans, insect larvae,
zooplankton, and seeds. Carp is closely related to
the Goldfish, but can be distinguished by two
barbels (whiskers) on either side of its mouth. 

Generally Carp spawn during spring when the
water temperature is 17°-25°C. The female
produces a large number of eggs—80,000 to
1,500,000 depending on the size of the fish. The
eggs are laid in clumps on aquatic vegetation or
floating debris and will hatch in 2 to 6 days.
Males mature at 2 to 3 years and females at 3 to
4 years although fish can be mature in half this
time. Research has shown that Carp in the
Murray Darling Basin live between 15 and 20

years. They can grow up to 1200 mm long and
may weigh up to 60 kg but most fish are less than
600 mm and 4kg.

Carp are considered a pest throughout Australia
as they may damage streams and affect
populations of native fish, causing their decline.
Competition for food, habitat and breeding sites
are the major problems, however they are known
carriers of the anchor worm, Lernaea cyprinacae,
which can affect many native fish including large
adult Murray Cod and the larvae of Golden Perch.

In Victoria and Queensland Carp are declared
noxious. In these States, live Carp must not be
returned to the water and must be destroyed
when caught. It is not illegal to return Carp to the
water in the ACT or NSW.

Carp are a very successful species because they
tolerate a wide range of environmental conditions
and can survive poor water quality that would
exclude many native species. Given time to adapt,
Carp can tolerate water temperatures from 4°C to
35°C and can withstand very low levels of
dissolved oxygen for several days. They are not
affected by high levels of silt and can adapt to
high salinities (up to one third seawater). 

Much research is currently underway to broaden
the very limited knowledge of Carp in Australian
waters, its ecology and factors affecting
reproduction and survival. Other research
includes detailed investigations into the effects of
carp on the environment, and interactions with
native fish species. A national management
strategy has been released which will guide Carp
management.
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